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North Korea 
says it has 
test-fired 
new weapon 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea test-fired a new “tactical 
guided weapon,” it said Thurs¬ 
day, hours before calling for the 
ouster of Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo from nuclear talks as the 
communist state shows increas¬ 
ing frustration over the stalled 
negotiations. 

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un supervised Wednesday’s test 
and praised it for having “very 
weighty significance in increas¬ 
ing the combat power” of the 
North Korean army, according 
to the state-run Korean Central 
News Agency. 

KCNA didn’t provide details 
about the weapons system, which 
it called a new type of “tactical 
guided weapon” that showed the 
ability to be loaded with “a pow¬ 
erful warhead.” It said the test 
was conducted by the Academy 
of Defense Science. 

It was the first known North 
Korean military move since the 
Feb. 27-28 Hanoi summit be¬ 
tween Kim and President Donald 
Trump collapsed without agree¬ 
ment due to sharp differences 
over whether to trade sanctions 
relief for disarmament steps. 

SEE NORTH ON PAGE 3 



Korean Central News Agency/AP 


North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un praised the “weighty 
significance” of Wednesday’s 
“tactical guided weapon” test, 
according to state-run KCNA. 
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Document shows how team 
struggled on obstruction issue 


By Devlin Barrett 
and Matt Zapotosky 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — A detailed report 
from special counsel Robert Mueller said 
investigators struggled with both the legal 
implications of investigating President 
Donald Trump for possible obstruction of 
justice, and the motives behind a range of 
his most alarming actions, from seeking 


the ouster of former officials to ordering a 
memo that would clear his name. 

“The evidence we obtained about the 
President’s actions and intent presents dif¬ 
ficult issues that would need to be resolved 
if we were making a traditional prosecuto¬ 
rial judgment,” the report stated. “At the 
same time, if we had confidence after a 
thorough investigation of the facts that the 
President clearly did not commit obstruc¬ 


tion of justice, we would so state. Based on 
the facts and the applicable legal standards, 
we are unable to reach that judgment.” 

Since Mueller concluded his investiga¬ 
tion last month, a central question facing 
the Justice Department has been why 
Mueller’s team did not reach a conclusion 
about whether the president obstructed 
justice. 

SEE REPORT ON PAGE 8 


Four pages of special counsel Robert Mueller’s report sit on the witness table Thursday 
in the House Intelligence Committee hearing room on Capitol Hill. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Talks postponed between 
Afghan leaders, Taliban 



Hadi Mizban/AP 


Australian and New Zealand coalition forces participate in a training 
mission with Iraqi soldiers at Taji Base, Iraq, on Wednesday. 

Iraqis, allies train with 
militant threat in mind 


By Pamela Constable 
The Washington Post 

DOHA, Qatar — The first talks 
between Afghan leaders and 
Taliban insurgents, scheduled 
to begin Friday, were abruptly 
postponed Thursday amid an 
eruption of internal disputes and 
Taliban complaints over the size 
and composition of the Afghan 
government delegation. 

It was not clear how soon the 
talks would be rescheduled, but 
some Afghan officials said a 
small group might travel Friday 
to the Qatari capital from Kabul, 
while efforts continued to pare 
down and reconfigure the full list 
of 250 delegates from across Af¬ 
ghan society that was announced 
Tuesday by the government. 

The planned meeting in Doha 
had been widely hailed as a poten¬ 
tial breakthrough after months of 
Taliban refusal to recognize the 
Kabul government while hold¬ 
ing a series of peace discussions 
with U.S. officials in this Persian 
Gulf sheikhdom. Now, the ea¬ 
gerly awaited talks have fallen 
into question amid acrimony and 
disarray. 

One aide to President Ashraf 
Ghani, speaking on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because of the 
sensitive topic, said the trip was 
delayed because the Taliban rep¬ 
resentatives and their host, the 
government of Qatar, wanted 
some individuals removed from 
the delegation “to make it weak.” 

Meanwhile, some delegates 


voluntarily withdrew Thursday 
from the planned talks, including 
one senior Afghan official who 
expressed anger at Taliban state¬ 
ments ridiculing the Afghan dele¬ 
gation and accused the insurgents 
of trying to sabotage the talks. 

“Taliban are the only & the big¬ 
gest obstacle to peace as they con¬ 
tinue the campaign of massacre & 
destruction,” tweeted Amrullah 
Saleh, a former intelligence chief 
who is now Ghani’s running mate 
in a presidential election sched¬ 
uled for September. 

Several other delegates, 
reached by phone in Kabul, said 
they still planned to attend any 
talks but complained both of poor 
management by Ghani’s peace 
team and of excessive demands by 
the Taliban. The Taliban insisted 
that any Afghan officials partici¬ 
pate only as private individuals 
so as not to confer legitimacy on 
a government the insurgents call 
an American puppet regime. 

On Wednesday, after the del¬ 
egation was announced, the 
Taliban immediately ridiculed 
it as far too large and poorly or¬ 
ganized. In a statement, a Tal¬ 
iban spokesman said the group’s 
meetings with U.S. officials had 
been “orderly” and well-planned, 
while the sprawling Afghan del¬ 
egation seemed more like an “Af¬ 
ghan wedding or other party in 
Kabul.” 

One delegate, a political activ¬ 
ist from the ethnic Hazara group 
named Mohammad Idrees Stan- 
ikzai, said the Taliban is trying 


to weed out delegates who were 
“vocal critics of their wrongdo¬ 
ings” during the five years of re¬ 
pressive Taliban rule from 1996 
to 2001. He said many young Af¬ 
ghans want an “Islamic republic, 
not an Islamic emirate” or reli¬ 
gious government. “We will de¬ 
fend our rights, and we will ask 
them to join the system.” 

There were conflicting reports 
Thursday that officials in Kabul 
were working to cut down the list, 
which grew from about 50 to 250 
as more and more political and 
civic leaders demanded to be in¬ 
cluded. Several sources said the 
list has now been cut in half, but a 
senior government aide said that 
only a few people have dropped 
out on their own. 

“We wanted a small team, but 
it kept growing because so many 
people wanted to go,” said the 
aide, who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity in order to discuss 
internal matters. “It may not be 
a perfect team, but it represents 
a broad consensus across the Af¬ 
ghan state. Now the ball is in the 
Taliban’s court.” 

The U.S.-led talks with Taliban 
officials, which began several 
months ago, have now completed 
five rounds without any major 
progress. The insurgents’ prior¬ 
ity is the withdrawal of all foreign 
troops, and until now the group 
has refused to meet formally with 
any Afghan officials, although it 
did interact with some Afghan 
leaders at a meeting in Moscow. 


By Philip Issa 

Associated Press 

TAJI BASE, Iraq — The “mili¬ 
tants” were holding on stubborn¬ 
ly to their position in the scabrous 
desert outside Baghdad, blocking 
the Iraqi troops’ advance when 
an infantry unit sprung out of the 
right flank, forcing the enemy 
into a hasty retreat. 

At first glance, it looked real, 
but the scenario playing out this 
week was not an operation against 
the Islamic State group but a mil¬ 
itary exercise. The “militants” 
were Iraqi soldiers, and the guns 
were firing blanks. 

The exercise was the final day 
in the drill of the 2,000-strong 
Iraqi brigade, the latest group 
to receive combat training from 
Australian, New Zealand, and 
Singaporean coalition forces at 
the sprawling T^ji military base, 
north of Baghdad. It’s known as 
Task Group T^ji 8 and the maneu¬ 
ver displayed some of the tactics 


drilled into the brigade during 
the eight-week course. 

Since before last month’s final 
territorial defeat, ISIS in Syria 
the U.S.-led international coali¬ 
tion has been training Iraqi forc¬ 
es to secure the country against 
lingering threats posed by cells of 
Daesh—the Arabic name for ISIS 
— operating in the countryside. 

“While the physical caliphate of 
Daesh has been defeated, Daesh 
is still in insurgency mode at this 
stage,” said Col. Jason Groat, 
commander the Task Group Tqji 
8 force drilling the Iraqi army. 

With ISIS defeated, the talk 
in Baghdad has again turned to 
whether foreign forces should 
stay. There are currently about 
5,200 U.S. troops supporting Iraqi 
operations in mop-up operations 
in the countryside. 

Col. Groat says his men will 
continue training Iraqi forces 
as long as the Iraqi government 
wants them to. 
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Tours to Korean border area to resume soon 



Kim GAMEL/Stars and Stripes 


From left: Canadian Lt. Gen. Wayne Eyre, deputy commander of the 
United Nations Command; Maj. Gen. Patrick Gauchat, head of the 
Swiss delegation to the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission; 
and U.S. Army Col. Burke Hamilton, secretary of the UNC’s military 
armistice commission, speak to reporters Thursday at the UNC 
headquarters on Camp Humphreys, South Korea. 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — Tours to the southern 
side of the truce village that strad¬ 
dles the border with North Korea 
are likely to resume “in relatively 
short order,” the United Nations 
Command said Thursday. 

But the UNC and the two Ko- 
reas still need to agree on a code 
of conduct before visitors will be 
allowed freedom of movement in 
the so-called Joint Security Area, 
which would fulfill a key part of 
a major inter-Korean military 
pact. 

Canadian Lt. Gen. Wayne 
Eyre, the UNC’s deputy com¬ 
mander, said discussions with 
South Korea’s defense ministry 
were underway and he was hope¬ 
ful that the tours could begin “in 
relatively short order.” 

“Right now we are looking at 
opening up tours south of the mil¬ 
itary demarcation line in the new 
demilitarized JSA,” Eyre told re¬ 
porters invited for a media day at 
the command’s new headquarters 
at Camp Humphreys. 

“This will be done as an inter¬ 
im step until that code of conduct 
... is agreed to,” he explained. 

In response to a question about 
whether North Korea appeared 
open to allowing mingling at the 
JSA, he said “not at this point.” 
But Eyre said the situation has 


improved markedly since the two 
sides disarmed security forces in 
the area in October. 

“We are still in discussions 
with the ministry of defense 
and I’m hopeful we’ll have some 
announcements in the coming 
weeks and days,” he said. 

“But I can tell you when you go 
up there you’ll notice a palpable 
reduction in tensions,” he added. 
“You can feel it. The tension is 
nowhere near the same as it was 


under the old system.” 

South Korea has moved to im¬ 
prove relations with the North 
in tandem with a U.S. diplomatic 
offensive to persuade the commu¬ 
nist state to abandon its nuclear 
weapons. 

President Moon Jae-in and 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un agreed to a “comprehensive 
military agreement” during their 
third summit, which was held in 
Pyongyang in September. 


Implementing the accord is 
a top priority of the UNC, Eyre 
said Thursday while acknowledg¬ 
ing challenges including a lack 
of response from the North Ko¬ 
reans and U.S.-led international 
sanctions that limit economic 
cooperation. 

In a first step, military forces 
conducted mine clearance opera¬ 
tions and removed firearms and 
ammunition from the heavily for¬ 
tified area in the fall. 

That prompted a suspension 
of the popular, tightly controlled 
tours in which visitors could stare 
into the other country and cross 
the border inside one of the iconic 
blue conference buildings. 

The military pact called for 
tourists to be allowed to move 
about freely inside the JSA from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

But the ambitious plan has been 
delayed because of the inability 
to reach agreement on a code of 
conduct, which UNC officials said 
was vital to ensure the security of 
all involved. 

South Korean media also have 
reported that talks were stalled 
due to the North’s demand that 
the UNC be excluded from the 
management of the area. 

The UNC, which is led by Army 
Gen. Robert Abrams, oversees 
the JSA as part of the armistice 
agreement that ended the 1950- 
53 Korean War after the parties 


failed to reach a peace treaty. 

The JSA, also known as the 
truce village of Panmunjom be¬ 
cause the armistice was signed 
there, has been a flash point for 
violence as the only place where 
soldiers from both sides come 
face to face. 

Two U.S. officers were killed 
by North Korean soldiers wield¬ 
ing axes during a clash over the 
cutting of a tree in 1976. 

More recently, a North Korean 
soldier was shot several times as 
he fled across the border to de¬ 
fect to the South as tensions were 
high amid a spate of missile and 
nuclear tests by the North. 

“When we came together in our 
trilateral talks we identified very 
rapidly that what was missing 
from the armistice signing was 
a ... code of conduct,” said Army 
Col. Burke Hamilton, secretary 
of the UNC’s military armistice 
commission. 

“So I would say that is the one 
obstacle that we’ve had,” he said. 

“I think we’re very, very close 
to identifying what’s acceptable 
for three different parties for a 
code of conduct that will ensure 
that there’s safety for all the per¬ 
sonnel that work within JSA ... 
and of course for the security 
forces that will be in there un¬ 
armed,” he added. 

gamel. kim@stripes. com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


North: Removal of Pompeo 
from negotiations sought 



Courtesy of KCNA 


North Korean leader Kim Jong Un smiles in a photo released by the Korean Central 
News Agency on Wednesday. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Both sides have said they remain open 
to diplomacy. However, Kim warned last 
week that continued deadlock risked re¬ 
viving tensions and set an end-of-year 
deadline for the U.S. to offer a mutually ac¬ 
ceptable approach to negotiations. 

South Korean President Moon Jae-in 
also has expressed a desire to hold a fourth 
summit with Kim. 

His office said it convened a national se¬ 
curity council session Thursday to discuss 
how to facilitate inter-Korean dialogue and 
denuclearization talks after the test. 

Kim and Trump insist they maintain 
a good relationship. But the North has 
blamed Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
and national security adviser John Bolton 
for derailing the summit by taking a hard 
line against its desire for a reciprocal ap¬ 
proach that would include rewards such 
as sanctions relief for steps already taken 
toward denuclearization. 

The president said he was forced to 
“walk away” without a deal because the 
North demanded the removal of all recent 
sanctions that the U.S. believes are vital to 
persuade the communist state to give up its 
nuclear weapons. 

North Korea’s Foreign Ministry urged 
Trump to remove Pompeo as his top ne¬ 
gotiator, accusing the secretary of state of 
“self-indulgence” and “reckless remarks” 
that have undermined negotiations. 

“I am afraid that, if Pompeo engages in 
the talks again, the table will be lousy once 
again and the talks will become entan¬ 
gled,” the ministry’s department of Ameri¬ 
can affairs Kwon Jong Gun said, according 


to KCNA. 

“Therefore, even in the case of possible 
resumption of the dialogue with the U.S., 
I wish our dialogue counterpart would be 
not Pompeo” but another person “who is 
more careful and mature in communicat¬ 
ing with us,” the news agency reported. 

It was a response to Pompeo’s remarks 
this week in which he dismissed Kim’s 
warning in a speech on Friday that set an 
end-of-year deadline for the United States 
to adopt a mutually acceptable approach to 
talks or risk reviving tensions. 

The top U.S. diplomat insisted that the 
North Korean leader had personally re¬ 
assured him of his commitment to de¬ 
nuclearization and expressed a desire to 
accomplish it by the end of the year. 

The North’s foreign ministry reject¬ 
ed that assumption, reiterating Kim’s 
deadline. 

“Everyone has a clear interpretation of 
his speech which says that the U.S. should 
change its way of calculation and come up 
with responsive measures before the end 
of the year,” Kwon was quoted as saying 
while being careful to reiterate praise for 
Trump. 

Pompeo had no immediate comment 
but has waved off past personal criticism 
relayed by the state-run media and main¬ 
tained that the two countries are making 
progress in talks. 

Russia, meanwhile, confirmed that 
President Vladimir Putin will hold a sum¬ 
mit with Kim this month in Russia, anoth¬ 
er sign that Kim appears to be hedging his 
bets amid the impasse with the U.S. 

A series of nuclear and missile tests by 
North Korea in 2016-17 sharply raised ten¬ 


sions as Trump and Kim traded threats of 
war. But the situation calmed after diplo¬ 
matic efforts gained momentum last year. 

The North also announced a long-range 
missile and nuclear-testing moratorium, 
although the communist state also test- 
fired what it called an “ultramodern tacti¬ 
cal weapon” in November. 

Trump has cited the testing moratorium 
as progress and said he would be disap¬ 
pointed if it resumed. 

Experts said Wednesday’s test didn’t ap¬ 
pear to be of a banned long-range ballis¬ 
tic missile and may have been aimed at a 
domestic audience to show the country is 
maintaining its weapons development de¬ 
spite diplomatic efforts with Washington. 

“It’s not as flagrant a violation as an [in¬ 
tercontinental ballistic missile] test. So that 
gives Trump room to ignore or downplay 
the test,” said Jean Lee of the Washington, 
D.C.-based Wilson Center. 

“But it is designed to serve as a remind¬ 
er that North Korea has limited patience 


— and is continuing to devote attention and 
resources to defense,” she added. 

Lee said the test also was likely aimed at 
placating hard-liners, “especially after the 
breakdown at Hanoi.” 

Nuclear talks have stalled as the U.S. 
insists it will maintain punishing eco¬ 
nomic sanctions until denuclearization is 
achieved. The North wants a reciprocal 
approach that would include rewards for 
disarmament steps already taken. 

Harry Kazianis, the Korean studies di¬ 
rector for the U.S.-based Center for the 
National Interest, noted that Kim never 
promised to stop all weapons testing. 

“Kim is trying to make a statement to 
the Trump administration that his mili¬ 
tary potential is growing by the day, and 
that his regime is becoming frustrated 
with Washington’s lack of flexibility in re¬ 
cent negotiations,” he said in an emailed 
statement. 


gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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Hefty new fines 
for texting while 
driving in Italy 


By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — A report of an active shoot¬ 
er at Spangdahlem Air Base on 
Thursday that prompted a base 
lockdown for about two hours and 
sent airmen hiding under desks, 
turned out to be a false alarm. 

Lockdown procedures — in¬ 
cluding gate closures — were 
implemented after the 52nd Se¬ 
curity Forces Squadron respond¬ 
ed to reports of noises resembling 
gunshots at about 9:10 a.m., the 
base said in a statement released 
shortly after the lockdown was 
lifted. 


A sweep of the base found noth¬ 
ing of concern, the statement said, 
noting all personnel were secure. 
The lockdown was lifted at about 
11:10 a.m. 

Officials could not immediately 
say whether the report of gun¬ 
shot-sounding noises was related 
to a base readiness exercise hap¬ 
pening this week, a spokeswom¬ 
an said after the all clear was 
sounded. 

A message about the exercise 
posted on Spangdahlem’s official 
Facebook site last week noted 
that it would involve simulated 
detonations along with increased 
flying operations, siren sounds 
and voice announcements. 


During the lockdown, one of 
the schools on Spangdahlem sent 
a message to parents that there 
was a shooter on the base, advis¬ 
ing residents to “take immediate 
action to evade, evacuate or pro¬ 
tect yourself.” 

On Facebook, University of 
Maryland University College Eu¬ 
rope Spangdahlem also warned 
its students of an active shooter 
on the base, saying it was not a 
drill. 

Last year, Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base in Ohio was locked 
down for about two hours due to 
reports of a shooter that turned 
out to be false. The incident oc¬ 
curred during an installation 


exercise that included an active 
shooter scenario. 

In June 2017, a mistaken report 
of a shooter sent Travis Air Force 
Base in California into lockdown 
during an emergency training 
exercise. 

It’s unclear whether Spangda¬ 
hlem’s exercise involved an ac¬ 
tive shooter scenario. 

“The safety and security of 
Spangdahlem’s Airmen, employ¬ 
ees and families is a top priority 
and the procedures used today 
are in place to keep people safe,” 
the base statement said. 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

NAPLES, Italy — Military per¬ 
sonnel would be wise to keep their 
hands on the wheel and off their 
phones while driving in Italy. 

The Italian government is ex¬ 
pected to enact much harsher 
penalties for drivers caught hold¬ 
ing their phones, whether it’s 
to text, chat or fiddle with their 
GPS. 

According to the draft law 
making its way through parlia¬ 
ment, drivers could be fined as 
much as 1,700 euros ($1,915) and 
lose their licenses for up to two 
months. Repeat offenders could 
pay as much as 2,588 euros in 
fines and have their licenses sus¬ 
pended for three months. 

The current fines for unlawful 
cellphone use run from 161 euros 
to 467 euros. Hands-free use with 
Bluetooth and earphones will still 
be allowed. 

The new law would apply to the 
thousands of U.S. servicemem- 
bers and Defense Department 
employees with NATO drivers’ 
licenses in Italy. A suspended 
license could cause problems 
for those who live off base and 
commute to their jobs, espe¬ 
cially in areas that lack public 
transportation. 

Sailors and military employees 
at the Navy base in Naples, Italy 
applauded the tougher penalties, 
saying they welcomed anything 
that makes the roads safer in a re¬ 
gion notorious for unruly driving. 

“Yes, please make it happen,” 
Petty Officer 2nd Class William 
Bowen said. “Everybody’s on 
their phone way too much here. 
I don’t know how they (Italians) 
are not in more accidents.” 

In Italy, where it’s common for 
motorcyclists to zip in between 
cars at high speeds on the free¬ 
ways, it’s important that drivers 


aren’t distracted, said William 
Eldredge, a computer services 
administrator at Naval Support 
Activity Naples. 

“I’m much more worried about 
people on their cellphones when 
I’m on my motorcycle,” Eldredge 
said. 

But both he and Bowen ques¬ 
tioned whether tougher penalties 
will make any difference in cities 
like Naples, where enforcement 
often appears lax. 

“If they want to put another ar¬ 
bitrary law on the books for a cop 
to enforce when he feels like it, 
then it’s bad,” Eldredge said. 

The Italian parliament is ex¬ 
pected to vote on the more severe 
penalties in May. A similar draft 
bill was proposed in 2017 but 
stalled in the legislature. How¬ 
ever, officials are confident this 
bill will pass, the Italian media 
has reported. 

An Italian road-safety panel 
recently found that three out of 
four road accidents resulted from 
drivers’ use of hand-held devices. 

Italy has one of the highest 
rates of fatal accidents in western 
Europe, at 55 per million resi¬ 
dents, according to the European 
Transportation Safety Council. 
By comparison, in Spain, the rate 
is 39 per million, in Germany 38, 
and in the United Kingdom 27. 

If the crackdown on illegal cell¬ 
phone use is what it takes to get 
people to drive safely, Lt. Cmdr. 
James Hostetler said, he sup¬ 
ports it. Americans shouldn’t feel 
they can do something unsafe 
here such as texting while driv¬ 
ing, which is illegal in the U.S., he 
said. 

“It should not be an issue for 
U.S. personnel,” Hostetler said. 
“If you care about your safety, 
don’t text and drive.” 


Wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wylandstripes 


Kyle BowEN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

Members of the Navy’s Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 25 work to rescue two local spearfishermen 
whose watercraft sank off the east coast of Guam on April 11. 

Navy helicopter crew rescues two 
stranded spearfishermen in Guam 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

A Navy helicopter rescued two 
spearfishermen stranded on a 
cliff on Guam’s east side recently 
after their boat sank. 

The incident marks the ninth 
emergency call, for a total seven 
medical evacuations, by the Is¬ 
land Knights of Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron 25 so far this 
year, according to a Navy news 
release April 12. 

“This rescue highlighted the 
professionalism and efficiency of 
the Island Knight Team,” said Lt. 
Cmdr. Sean Rice, commander of 
the MH6-S Knighthawk that res¬ 
cued the men, in the release. 

Once their boat sank April 11, 
the fishermen swam over a jagged 
reef and through breaking waves 
to the cliff, but they could not be 
reached from the shore or sea, ac¬ 
cording to the Navy statement. 

The Knighthawk crew, re¬ 
sponding to a call from U.S. Coast 


Guard Sector Guam, hovered 
above the two and hoisted them 
aboard. 

“We received the report during 
preflight for a scheduled flight 
event,” Rice said in the press re¬ 
lease. “Within minutes, our main¬ 
tenance team had the aircraft 
ready for an expeditious launch.” 

The two fishermen were 
brought to Naval Hospital Guam 
30 minutes later, according to the 
statement 

The squadron performed three 
other medevacs in March, includ¬ 
ing the rescue of a stroke victim 
aboard the Ocean Dream cruise 
ship, then quickly rigging the 
same helicopter for airborne fire¬ 
fighting to contain a fire at Nim- 
itz Hill in Guam, according to an 
email from Lt. Richard Schuster, 
squadron public affairs officer. 

“I keep saying that I could not 
be prouder of the Sailors of HSC- 
25,” said commanding officer 
Cmdr. Frank Loforti in the re¬ 


lease. “But every week our Sail¬ 
ors take the squadron to a new 
level. We have the finest Sailors in 
the fleet, and I can’t thank them 
enough for ensuring our aircraft 
are always ready!” 
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Airman arrested in suspected drunken driving crash 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa—An airman 
assigned to Kadena Air Base was arrested 
early Wednesday on suspicion of drunken 
driving after his vehicle rear-ended a mo¬ 
torcycle and injured two people, police said 
Thursday. 

Senior Airman Zachary Lamont Ran¬ 
som, 26, was taken into custody at about 
4:45 a.m. after the incident while driving 
north on Route 58 at Mihama in Chatan, 
said Okinawa Police Station deputy chief 
Hirotoshi Iha. Two people on the motorcy¬ 
cle suffered minor injuries to their arms. 

When police arrived and administered 
a Breathalyzer test, the Ransom’s blood- 


alcohol content was nearly twice Japan’s 
legal limit of 0.03 percent, Iha said. 

All 50 U.S. states have set 0.08 as the 
legal limit for driving under the influence 
or driving while impaired. 

Ransom will be turned over to prosecu¬ 
tors to be officially charged with drunken 
driving and causing injury to motorists 
while drunken driving, Iha said. Police are 
investigating if he was on his way to work 
at the time of the collision. 

Officials from Kadena’s 18th Wing de¬ 
clined to comment on the case because it is 
an “ongoing investigation” when reached 
Thursday morning, but said they were co¬ 
operating with the prefectural police. 

“The U.S. Air Force takes all incidents 
and allegations involving misconduct or il¬ 


legal behavior seriously and will continue 
to provide support to [Okinawa Prefectural 
Police] as needed,” the 18th Wing said in a 
statement to Stars and Stripes. 

The arrest comes less than a week after 
an apparent slaying-suicide perpetrated 
by a Navy corpsman attached to the 3rd 
Marine Division. 

The bodies of Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Gabriel Olivero, 32, of North Carolina, and 
Tamae Hindman, 44, of Okinawa, were 
found Saturday at Hindman’s apartment 
in the Kuwae district of Chatan. Okinawa 
police suspect that Olivero stabbed Hind¬ 
man to death before taking his own life. 

Olivero had a history of stalking and do¬ 
mestic violence directed toward Hindman 
and had violated a U.S. military protective 


order prior to the homicide, according to a 
III MEF spokesman. 

Crimes committed by U.S. servicemem- 
bers on Okinawa are amplified by a core 
subset of the population advocating for 
fewer U.S. troops in the prefecture. Sev¬ 
enty-two percent of voters voted against 
the relocation of Marine air operations 
within the prefecture during a February 
referendum. 

In a letter dated Sunday, III Marine Ex¬ 
peditionary Force commander Lt. Gen. 
Eric Smith asked all U.S. servicemembers 
on Okinawa to keep a low profile to show 
respect to a community in mourning, The 
Associated Press reported. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Navy’s $128B nuclear submarine project faces IG audit 


By Tony Capaccio 

Bloomberg 

The Pentagon’s inspector gen¬ 
eral plans to audit how well the 
Navy is overseeing development 
of the propulsion and steering 
system for its new $128 billion 
Columbia class of nuclear-armed 
submarines. 

An audit this early in the Navy’s 
top-priority program — at least 


17 months before construction 
is scheduled to start on the first 
of 12 vessels — signals concern 
about the potential risks in tech¬ 
nology for the sub, which is still 
mostly in its design phase. 

The review that’s likely to 
begin by June will “determine 
whether the Navy is managing 
the development” of the system 
to “ensure that it meets perfor¬ 
mance requirements without cost 


increases or schedule overruns,” 
the watchdog office said in its fis¬ 
cal 2019 audit plan. 

“There is a suggestion in this 
statement that the stern section 
may present some risk of cost 
growth or schedule delay,” Ronald 
O’Rourke, naval systems analyst 
for the Congressional Research 
Service, said in an email. Until 
now, he said, concern about cost 
and delay “has focused on things 


other than the stem section.” 

The Navy disclosed last year, 
for example, that Electric Boat 
identified weld defects in mis¬ 
sile tubes from one of three tube 
suppliers. 

The review concerns the pro- 
pulsor, which drives a submarine 
through the water, and the coor¬ 
dinated stem, which allows it to 
maneuver. The submarines are 
being built by General Dynamics 


Corp.’s Electric Boat division. 

“We look forward to working 
with the DOD IG on any such 
effort,” said William Couch, a 
spokesman for the Naval Sea 
Systems Command. The audit is 
likely to be complete next year 
as Congress considers the fiscal 
2021 defense budget. The Navy 
is expected to seek an increase in 
funds to start construction of the 
first vessel in October 2020. 



Get Pre-Approved Before You Buy 


In the time it may have taken you to decide on your next adventure, 
you could have had a car loan decision 1 from Navy Federal. 

• Easy application and fast approval process 

• Decisions in five minutes or less 

• Low monthly payments 


Stationed Abroad? 

Enjoy a hassle-free buying experience through our Overseas 
Auto Buying Program and get up-front guaranteed pricing. 
Visit navyfederalautooverseas.com for details. 


NAVY© 

FEDERAL 

Credit Union 


Easily apply with our mobile app , 2 
online or at your local branch. 

navyfederal.org/auto 


Federally insured by NCUA.'cr 


id collateral subject to approval. ’Message and data rates may apply. Visit navyfederal.org for 












Page 6 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Friday, April 19,2019 


MILITARY _ 

US halts disclosing nuclear weapon total 


By Robert Burns 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump adminis¬ 
tration has halted, without explanation, the 
recent U.S. government practice of disclos¬ 
ing the current size of the nuclear weapons 
stockpile. 

The decision was revealed in a recent 
Department of Energy letter to the Fed¬ 
eration of American Scientists, a private 
group that studies nuclear weapons issues 
and advocates for government openness on 
national security issues. 

The Obama administration, in May 2010, 
had declassified for the first time the full 
history of the U.S. nuclear weapons stock¬ 
pile from its beginning in 1945. It revealed 
that the warhead total stood at 5,113 as of 
Sept. 30, 2009, approximately the number 


that private experts had estimated and 
about 84 percent below the official peak 
number of 31,255 warheads in 1967. 

As recently as last year, the Trump ad¬ 
ministration had disclosed that the stock¬ 
pile consisted of 3,822 nuclear warheads as 
of Sept. 30, 2017, down 196 warheads from 
the year before. The 2017 figure was made 
public in response to a request by the sci¬ 
entists group, which asked for a 2018 up¬ 
date last October. 

“After careful consideration ... it was 
determined that the requested informa¬ 
tion cannot be declassified at this time,” 
the Energy Department wrote in an April 
5 letter responding to the federation’s re¬ 
quest. The department provided no expla¬ 
nation for the decision, which it said was 
made by the Formerly Restricted Data De- 
classification Working Group, consisting of 


officials from the departments of Defense 
and Energy. 

“Formerly Restricted Data” is a category 
of classification that pertains to informa¬ 
tion such as nuclear stockpile quantities, 
warhead yields and locations. 

The Russian government does not dis¬ 
close its nuclear stockpile total. The Fed¬ 
eration of American Scientists estimates 
Russia has about 4,350. 

Nuclear warheads are attached to bombs 
and missiles, such as those carried by stra¬ 
tegic bomber aircraft, ballistic missile 
submarines and land-based intercontinen¬ 
tal ballistic missiles, which form the U.S. 
nuclear arsenal. 

Hans M. Kristensen, director of the 
federation’s Nuclear Information Project, 
wrote in an analysis Wednesday that the 
decision against disclosing the 2018 nu¬ 


clear stockpile number was “unnecessary 
and counterproductive.” In his view there 
is no national security rationale for keep¬ 
ing the number secret. 

“The decision walks back nearly a de¬ 
cade of U.S. nuclear weapons transpar¬ 
ency policy — in fact, longer if including 
stockpile transparency initiatives in the 
late-1990s,” Kristensen wrote. 

“With this decision,” he added, “the 
Trump administration surrenders any 
pressure on other nuclear-armed states to 
be more transparent about the size of their 
nuclear weapon stockpiles. This is curious 
since the Trump administration had re¬ 
peatedly complained about secrecy in the 
Russian and Chinese arsenals. Instead, it 
now appears to endorse their secrecy.” 

The Pentagon did not respond Wednes¬ 
day to a request for comment. 


Military academies 
begin implementing 
transgender ban 


Associated Press 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The elite 
academies that educate officers 
for the nation’s armed forces have 
begun to implement the Trump 
administration’s ban on transgen¬ 
der servicemembers. 

The U.S. Naval Academy will 
ban people who are transgender 
from attending the school, begin¬ 
ning with the 2020 school year. 
The Defense Department con¬ 
firmed that change to the Capital 
Gazette newspaper on Monday. 
The school in Annapolis, Md., 
currently accepts transgender 
students and retains midshipmen 
who transition to another gender. 

The administration’s new poli¬ 
cy took effect last week, stripping 
transgender troops of rights to 
serve openly and denying ser¬ 
vicemen and women medical 
care if they choose to transition to 
another gender. 

The Obama administration had 
lifted restrictions on transgender 
servicemembers in 2016, allow¬ 
ing them to serve openly, and cov¬ 
ered gender affirmation surgery. 

A current Naval Academy stu¬ 
dent, Midshipman Regan Kibby, 
is one of six servicemembers 
suing the Trump administration 
over its ban. 

The U.S. Coast Guard has also 
implemented the new policy, as of 
April 12, the agency states on its 
website. 

Coast Guard Academy spokes¬ 
man David Santos confirmed in 
an email Wednesday that the pol¬ 
icy change applies to the school 
in New London, Conn. A lengthy 
explanation on the Coast Guard’s 
website states that past medical 
treatment, such as gender-reas¬ 
signment surgery or hormone 
therapy, may disqualify future 
applicants from joining up. 

The Trump administration’s 
new policy also bars future ap¬ 
plicants who’ve been diagnosed 
with gender dysphoria, a condi¬ 


tion that can apply to people who 
identify as another gender and 
experience distress. Doctors say 
counseling, hormone therapy or 
surgery can lessen the anxiety. 

There are some exceptions for 
people who’ve been diagnosed 
with gender dysphoria. For in¬ 
stance, someone can join the 
Coast Guard if their doctor says 
they can demonstrate three years 
of “stability in his/her biological 
sex immediately before applying 
to serve.” The Defense Depart¬ 
ment says transgender people 
can serve if they remain in their 
“biological sex.” 

The administration’s policy 
calls for troops diagnosed with 
gender dysphoria to be medi¬ 
cally evaluated before they are 
discharged to see if they qualify 
as having a disability. Otherwise 
gender dysphoria can be consid¬ 
ered a “condition that interferes 
with military service” like sleep¬ 
walking, bed wetting, motion sick¬ 
ness and personality disorders. 

The American Medical Asso¬ 
ciation has blasted the adminis¬ 
tration’s transgender policy for 
military service. It told The As¬ 
sociated Press last week that the 
new policy and its wording mis- 
characterize transgender people 
as having a “deficiency.” 

The Defense Department said 
its use of the words “deficiencies” 
is military lingo for when an indi¬ 
vidual fails to meet standards to 
maintain a lethal force. It is not 
a reference to gender dysphoria, 
Lt. Col. Carla Gleason said. 

An estimated 14,700 troops 
identify as transgender. An orga¬ 
nization that represents transgen¬ 
der servicemembers said several 
are attending each academy, al¬ 
though many haven’t come out. 

The Air Force Academy will 
conform with Defense Depart- 
mentpolicywhenadmittingfuture 
cadets, said Lt. Col. Tracy Bunko, 
an academy spokeswoman. 



Charles Krupa/AP 

Marine veteran Micah Herndon, of Tallmadge, Ohio, crawls to the finish line in the 123rd Boston 
Marathon on Monday in Boston. 


Marine running marathon for 
fallen friends crawls to finish 


By John Seewer 

Associated Press 

A Marine veteran said all he was thinking about 
as he crawled to the finish of the Boston Marathon 
was the men who died after an attack on their con¬ 
voy in Afghanistan nine years ago. 

Their names were written on his hand, his shoes 
and his race bib. They were the inspiration, Micah 
Herndon said, when he first started running to es¬ 
cape the horrors of war. 

Herndon said he never considered giving up even 
when his legs started giving out about 4 miles from 
the end of the race Monday. 

“That was the longest 4.2 miles I’ve ever run in my 
life,” said Herndon, who’s from Tallmadge, Ohio. 

He said his military training kicked in when he 
dropped to his hands and knees and crawled, at 
times pulling himself on his stomach, for the final 
100 yards. 

“It was kind of second nature,” he said Tuesday, a 
day after finishing his third marathon. “They instill 


‘adapt and overcome.’ Any situation you’re in, that’s 
what you do.” 

During the marathon, Herndon, 31, said he re¬ 
peated the names of three men — Marines Mark 
Juarez and Matthew Ballard and British journalist 
Rupert Hamer — mile after mile. 

Juarez and Hamer were killed when a roadside 
bomb exploded in January 2010. Ballard, who was 
severely injured, died after returning home. 

Herndon was in that convoy, but his vehicle wasn’t 
hit. 

Repeating their names is something Herndon 
does when he’s training or competing in a race, even 
when he gets strange looks from other runners. 

Herndon, who was injured in another blast in 
2010, got into running after coming home as a way 
to deal with post-traumatic stress. He hopes he can 
inspire other veterans. 

“It’s hard to reintegrate into society and be a civil¬ 
ian,” he said. “My message to other veterans is to 
find whatever your release is. My release happens 
to be running.” 
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Officials: No race to find 
wreckage of lost F-35A 

Worries over Russia, China recovering downed plane 



Michael S. DARNELL/Stars and Stripes 


Jose Ramos, a former Navy corpsman with three combat 
deployments under his belt, speaks as President Donald Trump 
listens during a Wounded Warrior Project event held at the White 
House on Thursday. 

Trump touts ‘good day’ 
with release of report, 
visit by wounded vets 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — In front of 
a backdrop of 29 veterans, Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on Thursday 
expressed vindication following 
the release of special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s redacted report 
on possible collusion efforts be¬ 
tween his campaign and Russia 
to influence the 2016 elections in 
his favor. 

The report detailing the inves¬ 
tigation, which also probed possi¬ 
ble obstruction of justice charges 
against Trump, was made public 
Thursday morning, about the 
same time that the president was 
scheduled to speak at an event 
hosted by the Wounded Warrior 
Project, a charity that offers a 
variety of programs, services 
and events for wounded veterans 
of the military actions following 
9/11. 

“They’re having a good day,” 
Trump said of the veterans who 
stood behind him in the White 
House. “I’m having a good day, 
too. It’s called no collusion, no ob¬ 
struction. There never was, by the 
way. And there never will be.” 

The crowd, made up of lawmak¬ 
ers, veterans, Department of Vet¬ 
erans Affairs and Department of 
Defense officials, answered back 
with a loud round of applause. 

Trump said he intended to “get 
to the bottom of these things.” 
He’s previously alluded to crimes 
being committed by the Demo¬ 
crats and the FBI, and Attorney 


General William Barr has vowed 
to investigate the origins of Muel¬ 
ler’s investigation. 

“I say this in front of my friends, 
wounded warriors... This should 
never happen to another presi¬ 
dent again,” Trump said. “This 
hoax, it should never happen to 
another president again.” 

Trump stayed on script for the 
remainder of the event, which was 
held to honor 29 veterans partici¬ 
pating in the annual Soldier Ride 
—a four-day cycling event intend¬ 
ed to show the strength and resil¬ 
ience of injured servicemembers. 

Combined, the 29 veterans in 
this year’s ride have 73 deploy¬ 
ments. They suffered from paral¬ 
ysis, amputations, post-traumatic 
stress disorder, traumatic brain 
injury and other injuries and 
ailments. 

The group cycled through An¬ 
napolis, Md., on Wednesday and 
they’ll continue Friday with a 
ride through northern Virginia. 

“We know with the right sup¬ 
port and resources, wounded 
veterans regularly overcome the 
adversity of their injuries and 
rise to their fullest potential as 
role models and leaders in their 
communities,” said Wounded 
Warrior Project CEO Mike Lin- 
nington. “And that’s what today 
is all about — providing a venue 
for wounded servicemembers to 
bond, continue healing and real¬ 
ize that we are here for them.” 

Wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


By Hana Kusumoto 
and Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Speculation about 
foreign nations racing to find 
the wreckage of a downed F-35A 
stealth fighter in the Far East ap¬ 
pears unfounded, according to 
U.S. and Japanese officials. 

A search for the lost aircraft, 
property of the Japan Air Self- 
Defense Force, and its pilot, 
Maj. Akinori Hosomi, continued 
Thursday, a JASDF spokesman 
said. 

The plane went down approxi¬ 
mately 85 miles east of Misawa 
Air Base, its home field in north¬ 
eastern Japan, just before 7:30 
p.m. April 9. A search team found 
parts of the jet’s left and right 
rudders in the water about two 
hours later. 

It’s the first loss of an A vari¬ 
ant of the fifth-generation fighter 
anywhere in the world. A Marine 
Corps F-35B, capable of short 
takeoffs and landings, crashed in 
September near the Marine air 
station in Beaufort, S.C. 

Media reports have offered 
speculation about the potential 
for America’s adversaries to find 


the plane first and exploit the 
sensitive equipment and informa¬ 
tion on it. Assembled in Japan by 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, the 
missing aircraft was purchased 
from the U.S., part of Japan’s goal 
of procuring a total 105 F-35As. 

The Okinawa Times newspa¬ 
per reported Thursday that a 
Bahamas-registered deep-water 
support ship, the Van Gogh, was 
docked at the U.S Naha Military 
Port. The article suggests that the 
ship may have been chartered to 
recover the F-35A wreckage. 

Business Insider reported 
Tuesday on concerns that a for¬ 
eign power might get to the wreck 
first. 

“Were Russia or China to re¬ 
cover the downed F-35, it could 
be a major intelligence windfall, 
especially given the fact that both 
countries have their own fifth- 
generation fighter programs ded¬ 
icated to rivaling the US fighter,” 
the article states. 

Tyler Rogoway, the editor of 
the defense publication The War 
Zone, tweeted soon after the 
crash: “If one of Japan’s F-35s 
is sitting at the bottom of the Pa¬ 
cific, we are probably about to 
see one of the biggest underwater 


espionage and counter-espionage 
ops since the Cold War.” 

However, U.S. and Japanese of¬ 
ficials have poured cold water on 
those fears. 

“There has been a lot of wild 
speculation in the media about 
other countries racing to find the 
wreckage,” a U.S. military offi¬ 
cial said in an email Wednesday. 
“To date, we’re not seeing it, but 
we continue to monitor.” 

Japan’s Defense Minister 
Takeshi Iwaya told reporters 
April 12 that no evidence of for¬ 
eign craft searching for the lost 
plane has turned up. 

Carl Baker, executive director 
of Pacific Forum in Hawaii, said 
foreign adversaries would be in¬ 
terested in the plane’s avionics, 
surfaces, sensors and computer 
systems. 

However, he said, a covert sal¬ 
vage effort wouldn’t be possible 
since getting to the plane would 
require a surface ship and divers 
and would take some time. 

Robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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They’re having a good day I’m having a 
good day, too. It’s called no collusion, no 
obstruction. There never was, by the way. 
And there never will be. f 


President Donald Trump 
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Report: Trump’s answers to investigators considered 


Attorney General William Barr speaks alongside Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, right, and 
acting Principal Associate Deputy Attorney General Edward O’Callaghan about the release of a redacted 
version of special counsel Robert Mueller’s report Thursday at the Department of Justice in Washington. 



Cliff Owen/AP 


Journalists photograph four pages of the Mueller report laid on the 
witness table in the House Intelligence Committee hearing room on 
Capitol Hill in Washington on Thursday. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The issue was complicated, 
the report said, by two key issues 
— the fact that under department 
practice, a sitting president can¬ 
not be charged with a crime, and 
that a president has a great deal 
of constitutional authority to 
give orders to other government 
employees. 

Trump ultimately submitted 
written answers to the investiga¬ 
tors. The special counsel’s office 
considered them “inadequate” 
but did not press for an interview 
because doing so would cause a 
“substantial delay,” the report 
says. 

The report said investigators 
felt they have “sufficient evidence 
to understand relevant events and 
to make certain assessments with¬ 
out the President’s testimony.” 

A copy of the report was de¬ 
livered to Congress on Thursday 
morning. 

Repeatedly, it appears Trump 
might have been saved from more 
serious legal jeopardy by his own 
staffers, who refused to carry out 
orders they thought were prob¬ 
lematic or legally dangerous. 

For instance, in the early days 
of the administration, when the 
president was facing growing 
questions about then-national 
security adviser Michael Flynn’s 
conversation about sanctions 
with a Russian ambassador, the 
president ordered another aide, 
KT McFarland, to write an email 
saying that the president did not 
direct those conversations. She 
decided not to do so, unsure if 
that was true and fearing it might 
be improper. 

“Some evidence suggests that 
the President knew about the 
existence and content of Flynn’s 
calls when they occurred, but 
the evidence is inconclusive and 
could not be relied upon to estab¬ 
lish the President’s knowledge,” 
the report said. 

The special counsel’s report on 
possible coordination between 
the Trump campaign and Rus¬ 
sians to interfere in the 2016 elec¬ 
tion is extremely detailed with 
only modest redactions — paint¬ 
ing a far less flattering picture 
for Trump than the attorney 
general has offered and reveal¬ 
ing new details about interactions 
between Russians and Trump 
associates. Mueller’s team wrote 
that although their investigation 
“did not establish that the Trump 
Campaign coordinated with the 
Russian government in its elec¬ 
tion interference activities,” that 
assertion was informed by the 
fact that coordination requires 
more than two parties “taking 
actions that were informed by or 
responsive to the other’s actions 
or interests.” 

Mueller made abundantly 
clear: Russia wanted to help the 
Trump campaign, and the Trump 
campaign was willing to take it. 

“Although the investigation 
established that the Russian gov¬ 
ernment perceived it would ben¬ 
efit from a Trump presidency and 
worked to secure that outcome, 
and that the Campaign expected 
it would benefit electorally from 
information stolen and released 
through Russian efforts, the in¬ 


vestigation did not establish that 
members of the Trump Cam¬ 
paign conspired or coordinated 
with the Russian government in 
its election interference activi¬ 
ties,” Mueller’s team wrote. 

The report detailed a damning 
timeline of contacts between the 
Trump campaign and those with 
Russian ties — much of it already 
known, but some of it new. For 
example, Mueller’s team asserted 
that in August 2016, Konstantin 
Kilimnik, who the FBI has as¬ 
sessed as having ties to Russia, 
met with Manafort “to deliver in 
person a peace plan for Ukraine 
that Manafort acknowledged to 
the Special Counsel’s Office was 
a ‘backdoor’ way for Russia to 
control part of eastern Ukraine.” 

The special counsel wrote that 
both men believed the plan would 
require candidate Trump’s as¬ 
sent to success (were he elected 
President).” 

“They also discussed the sta¬ 
tus of the Trump Campaign and 


Manafort’s strategy for winning 
Democratic votes in Midwestern 
states,” the special counsel wrote. 
“Months before that meeting, 
Manafort had caused internal 
polling data to be shared with 
Kilimnik, and the sharing contin¬ 
ued for some period of time after 
their August meeting.” 

Attorney General William Barr 
said Thursday he and his deputy 
disagreed with some of Mueller’s 
legal theories, as he described 
how the nation’s top law enforce¬ 
ment officials wrestled with in¬ 
vestigating Trump for possible 
obstruction of justice. 

Barr spoke to reporters in ad¬ 
vance of the release of the nearly 
400-page report Mueller submit¬ 
ted last month concluding his 
investigation, which has gripped 
the White House and at times the 
country since Mueller’s appoint¬ 
ment as special counsel nearly 
two years ago. 

The attorney general said he 
and Deputy Attorney General 


Rod Rosenstein “disagreed with 
some of the special counsel’s 
legal theories and felt that some 
of the episodes did not amount to 
obstruction as a matter of law,” 
but that they accepted the special 
counsel’s “legal framework” as 
they analyzed the case. 

Barr said Mueller’s report re¬ 
counts “10 episodes” involving 
the president and discusses “po¬ 
tential legal theories for connect¬ 
ing these actions to elements of 
an obstruction offense.” 

The statements mark the first 
official acknowledgment of dif¬ 
fering views inside the Justice 
Department about how to investi¬ 
gate the president. 

Barr said Russian efforts to 
interfere in the 2016 election 
“did not have the cooperation of 
President Trump or the Trump 
campaign.” 

The report gives a granular 
accounting of the ways in which 
the president’s behavior raised 
concerns he might have tried to 
obstruct justice, people familiar 
with it said. 

Justice Department officials 
have briefed the White House 
on the report’s general outlines, 
these people said. They said it 
woudl reveal that Mueller de¬ 
cided he could not come to a 
conclusion on the question of ob¬ 
struction because it was difficult 
to determine Trump’s intent and 
some of his actions could be in¬ 
terpreted innocently, the people 
said. But it would offer a detailed 
blow-by-blow of his alleged con¬ 
duct — analyzing tweets, private 
threats and other episodes at the 
center of Mueller’s inquiry, they 
added. 

Ahead of the announcement, 
the president lobbed another at¬ 
tack on the investigation. 

“PRESIDENTIAL HARASS¬ 
MENT!” he tweeted Thursday 
morning. “The Greatest Political 



inadequate’ 

Hoax of all time! Crimes were 
committed by Crooked, Dirty 
Cops and DNC/The Democrats.” 

The Mueller report is consid¬ 
ered so potentially explosive that 
even the Justice Department’s 
rollout plan has sparked a fire¬ 
storm, with Democrats suggest¬ 
ing Wednesday that the attorney 
general was trying to improperly 
color Mueller’s findings before 
the public could read them. 

Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., 
chairman of the House Judiciary 
Committee, said at a news con¬ 
ference that Barr “appears to 
be waging a media campaign on 
behalf of President Trump” and 
had “taken unprecedented steps 
to spin Mueller’s nearly two-year 
investigation.” Nadler said that 
after his committee had time 
to review the redacted report, 
he would ask Mueller and other 
members of his team to testify 
before Congress. 

Congress and the White House 
have been bracing for the report’s 
release as they wait to learn how 
politically damaging it may be 
for the president or those close to 
him. 

Mueller spent 22 months inves¬ 
tigating whether any Americans 
may have conspired with Rus¬ 
sians to interfere in the 2016 elec¬ 
tion, and whether the president 
may have tried to obstruct justice 
in that investigation. 

Congressional Democrats have 
vowed to fight to get the entire re¬ 
port, without redactions, as well 
as the underlying investigative 
documents Mueller gathered. 

The report has been the sub¬ 
ject of heated debate since Barr 
notified Congress last month that 
Mueller had completed his work. 

In a four-page letter, Barr said 
in March that Mueller “did not 
find that the Trump campaign 
or anyone associated with it con¬ 
spired or coordinated with Russia 
in its efforts to influence the 2016 
U.S. presidential election.” 

That letter also said the special 
counsel withheld judgment on 
whether Trump tried to obstruct 
justice during the investigation. 

“The Special Counsel ... did 
not draw a conclusion — one way 
or the other — as to whether the 
examined conduct constituted 
obstruction,” Barr wrote. “The 
Special Counsel states that ’while 
this report does not conclude that 
the President committed a crime, 
it also does not exonerate him.’” 

Barr told lawmakers he needed 
time to redact sensitive infor¬ 
mation from the report before it 
could be made public, including 
any grand jury material as well as 
details whose public release could 
harm ongoing investigations. 

Barr also said he would review 
the document to redact informa¬ 
tion that would “potentially com¬ 
promise sources and methods” in 
intelligence collection and any¬ 
thing that would “unduly infringe 
on the personal privacy and repu¬ 
tational interests of peripheral 
third parties.” 

That language suggests Barr 
wants to keep secret any deroga¬ 
tory information gathered by 
investigators about figures who 
ended up not being central to 
Mueller’s investigation. 
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Texas sawmill doubles as ax-throwing site 



By Louanna Campbell 

Tyler (Texas) Morning Telegraph 

LINDALE, Texas — Ruthie 
and Joe Bartle of Garden Valley 
said they haven’t had a date night 
in two years. 

That changed on a recent Sat¬ 
urday when the Bartles were able 
to drop their children off with 
family and go down the road to 
their neighborhood ax throwing 
spot. 

“We haven’t thrown axes be¬ 
fore,” Joe said. “I knew there was 
a place in Dallas, but I broke my 
wrist and couldn’t do it because 
they want you to throw the ax 
with two hands.” 

East Texas Axe Throwing pro¬ 
vided the opportunity. 

The business, which opened in 
mid-March, is the creation of co¬ 
owners Nathan Das and Abram 
Lindvall. 

Das said he has lived in the Gar¬ 
den Valley area since 2002. After 
doing some ax throwing during 
a trip to Ohio, he decided he was 
going to bring it to East Texas. 

Lindvall said he did ax throw¬ 
ing when he was a child and when 
Das suggested adding the activity 
to The Mill, a sawmill and car¬ 
pentry business off County Road 
4145 near Garden Valley, they 
knew they had something the 


community would enjoy. 

What was once a dilapidated 
shop has been transformed into a 
barn where The Mill displays its 
products. In the back, four large 


wooden bull’s-eye targets are 
centered on a wall where people 
can take aim with axes. 

Community is the biggest part 
of it,” Lindvall said. “We just 


want folks to come out and have 
a bunch of fun and maybe we can 
show some people how to do some 
country things and get out of the 
city.” 


Das said they started out with a 
social media page. 

“We knew it was something we 
could do at the lumber mill,” Das 
said. 

“It’s a business opportunity for 
us, but we really want to build 
community.” 

The wooden boards are first 
sprayed with water to make the 
wood softer and help the axes 
stick in the wood. Lindvall and 
Das give a quick lesson on how to 
throw an ax and some safety tips. 
Four throwers are allowed to step 
up to the line at once and throw 
an ax. 

Ax throwers can expect to play 
some games with other throwers 
as they work on their lumberjack 
skills and throw for a bull’s-eye at 
the family-friendly venue. 

Theowners’futureplansinclude 
having leagues, league nights and 
membership opportunities. 

East Texas Axe Throwing is 
open on a reservation system from 
7-11 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. 

The cost is $30 for two hours of 
ax throwing. There are discounts 
for group reservations. A group of 
six ax throwers will receive one 
half-price ticket. One person can 
throw for free in a group of eight 
and two people can throw for free 
when 12 people are booked. 
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Scandals in Va. lead 
to fundraising woes 



By Alan Suderman 

Associated. Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — A series of 
scandals surrounding Virginia’s 
top Democrats has made it diffi¬ 
cult for them to raise money in a 
key election year. 

Gov. Ralph Northam, Lt. Gov. 

Justin Fair¬ 
fax and 
Attorney 
General 
Mark Her¬ 
ring all post¬ 
ed anemic 
campaign 
finance re¬ 
ports Mon¬ 
day that are 
_ far below 

Northam what their 

predecessors have raised at simi¬ 
lar points in past election cycles. 

The trio was set to help use 
their name recognition and fund¬ 
raising prowess to help Demo¬ 
crats flip control of the General 
Assembly later this year before 
several scandals erupted. Now 
it’s unclear what kind of financial 
help they can bring. 

“When campaigns come look¬ 
ing for cash this fall, there just 
won’t be any,” said John March, 
spokesman for the Republican 
Party of Virginia. 

Northam first admitted, then 
denied that he’d appeared in a 
racist photo that surfaced in his 
medical school yearbook. He 
did say he wore blackface in the 
1980s while dressed as Michael 
Jackson at a dance competition. 
Herring later admitted to wear¬ 
ing blackface in college, just days 


after calling for Northam to re¬ 
sign and after rumors of his own 
action began swirling in the capi¬ 
tal. Two women came forward 
with allegations that Fairfax 
sexually assaulted them several 
years ago, allegations he denies. 
All three politicians have resisted 
calls to resign. 

All 140 legislative seats are up 
for grabs this year, when there 
are only three other states hav¬ 
ing legislative elections. Virginia 
is the only one where Democrats 
have a reasonable chance of flip¬ 
ping control of the legislature, 
and the contests will be closely 
watched as possible bellwethers 
for the 2020 election cycle. 

Lawmakers were not allowed to 
raise any money during this year’s 
legislative session, but governors 
typically raise big bucks after the 
session ends. Former Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe raised more than 
$530,000 in 2015 after the session 
ended, and former Gov. Bob Mc¬ 
Donnell raised $428,000, accord¬ 
ing to an analysis by the Virginia 
Public Access Project, a nonprofit 
money-in-politics tracker. 

Northam, by contrast, raised 
just $2,500 for his political ac¬ 
tion committee after the session 
ended this year. 

Northam reported spending 
$341,000 last quarter, including 
$25,000 at a law firm and $15,000 
for a crisis communications firm 
a week after his scandal broke. 
He reported having about $1.2 
million in the bank at the end of 
March. 

Fairfax did not raise any money 
after the session ended. Herring 
raised about $17,000. 


Diseases possibly caused by 
Agent Orange under review 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A group of 
lawmakers introduced legislation 
that would add nine more diseas¬ 
es to a list of conditions presumed 
to be caused by the chemical 
herbicide Agent Orange, giving 
veterans who suffer from them a 
fast-track to Department of Vet¬ 
erans Affairs disability compen¬ 
sation and health care. 

The Keeping Our Promises 
Act, introduced last week, adds 
prostate cancer, bladder cancer, 
hypothyroidism, hypertension, 
stroke, early-onset peripheral 
neuropathy, AL amyoloidosis, 
ischemic heart disease and Par- 
kinson-like syndromes to a list of 
diseases presumed to be caused 
by Agent Orange exposure dur¬ 
ing the Vietnam War. 

Researchers with the National 
Academy of Medicine released 
findings in November that there 
was “suggestive” evidence that 
eight of the diseases could be 
caused by Agent Orange. For 
hypertension, researchers found 
that “sufficient” evidence exists. 

“American heroes affected by 


Agent Orange deserve the peace 
of mind knowing that the federal 
government recognizes the exist¬ 
ing link between their exposure 
and illness,” said Rep. Brian 
Fitzpatrick, R-Penn., one of eight 
lawmakers who banded together 
to introduce the legislation. 

VA experts have begun a “for¬ 
mal, deliberative review” of the 
National Academy of Medicine’s 
latest report, VA Press Secretary 
Curt Cashour said Tuesday. The 
review is expected to be complete 
in the summer, at which time the 
agency will make recommenda¬ 
tions about presumptive condi¬ 
tions, he said. 

During a Senate hearing March 
26, Richard Stone, the executive 
in charge of the Veterans Health 
Administration, guessed the re¬ 
view would be complete within 
90 days. 

“We’re working our way 
through that right now,” Stone 
said of the national academy 
report. 

Recommendations would be 
sent to VA Secretary Robert 
Wilkie, who would choose when 
- and whether - to act on them. 



Cedar Attanasio/AP 

Central American migrants wait for food in a pen erected by U.S. Customs and Border Protection to 
process a surge of migrant families and unaccompanied minors in El Paso, Texas, last month. 


Trump faces skepticism 
over raising border alarm 


By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — When President Donald 
Trump insisted last year that America’s southern 
border was in crisis, his warnings landed with a 
thud. 

Making unverified claims about “unknown Mid¬ 
dle Easterners” and prayer rugs found by ranchers, 
Trump drew eye rolls from Democrats and many 
others, who derided his tactics as little more than an 
election-year stunt. 

Now, six months later, Trump’s new cries of alarm 
are again being met with skepti¬ 
cism, though the situation at the ANALYSIS 
border has indeed deteriorated, 

Lawmakers of both parties agree 
there is a genuine humanitarian emergency, with 
federal authorities and nonprofits unable to cope 
with the tens of thousands of Central American 
families seeking refuge in the U.S. 

It’s a classic case of the boy who cried wolf. 

No wonder the public is skeptical, says Rep. Pete 
Aguilar, D-Calif. “There’s a humanitarian crisis 
and I think that there are steps we can take to help. 
Unfortunately the president has never been an hon¬ 
est broker about any of these solutions. He plays fast 
and loose with the facts.” 

Trump and members of his administration have 
spent years blaming Democrats for failing to work 
with them to close what they describe as “loopholes” 
that encourage migrants to make the dangerous trek 
to the U.S. and that restrict the government’s ability 
to remove them once they arrive. 

“Democrats in Congress must return from their 
Vacations and change the Immigration Laws, or the 
Border, despite the great job being done by Border 
Patrol, will only get worse,” Trump tweeted again 
on Wednesday. 

But Democratic lawmakers and immigration ac¬ 
tivists say that, after years of incendiary comments 
and false starts, there is little appetite for coopera¬ 
tion with Trump on an issue that has vexed lawmak¬ 
ers for decades. The president, they say, has not 
only squandered potential goodwill, but also failed 
to demonstrate that he is genuinely interested in po¬ 
tential solutions. 


Many also accuse the president of simply stok¬ 
ing the issue for his political benefit to energize his 
base and boost turnout ahead of his 2020 re-election 
race. 

Democrats note, in particular, the president’s 
threat to send migrants immigration-friendly 
“sanctuary cities” in an effort to punish political 
foes as the starkest example of why they don’t trust 
the administration. 

“The problem is he has made it political. He’s 
made it all about political revenge,” said Rep. Na¬ 
nette Barragan, D-Calif., who sits on the Home¬ 
land Security committee. She said that Democrats 
would be happy to work with the White House to 
address the problem, but not under the current 
circumstances. 

“If he’s truly interested in the southern border 
right now and what has been happening, then these 
policies need to change, this rhetoric has to change,” 
she said. 

Aguilar, the congressman from California, said 
that if the White House were really serious, it would 
propose legislative language on potential changes it 
wants for Congress to review and debate. 

There does appear at least to be discussion 
underway. 

Last Wednesday, acting White House chief of staff 
Mick Mulvaney and acting Homeland Security Sec¬ 
retary Kevin McAleenan met with several Demo¬ 
cratic senators to discuss border security, said an 
aide to No. 2 Senate Democratic leader Dick Durbin 
of Illinois. The aide, who spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity to describe a closed door meeting, said the 
talks were in early stages. 

Other senators in the one-hour session included 
California’s Dianne Feinstein, in whose office the 
session was held, Jon Tester of Montana and Kyrsten 
Sinema of Arizona. 

For the most part, critics say, Trump has instead 
pushed ideas that have made things worse. Those in¬ 
clude cutting off aid money to the Central American 
countries that migrants are fleeing; limiting asylum 
claims at legal ports of entry, which encourages 
migrants to cross illegally elsewhere, and threaten¬ 
ing to completely close southern border crossings, 
which could have the same affect. 
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Fla. House OKs bill requiring 
parental consent for abortion 


By Curt Anderson 

Associated. Press 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—Legis¬ 
lation that would require consent 
from a parent or guardian be¬ 
fore a girl under 18 could obtain 
an abortion passed the Florida 
House on Wednesday night after 
a lengthy debate and amid ques¬ 
tions about its constitutionality. 

The Republican-led House 
voted 69-44 largely along party 
lines for the bill, which now moves 
to the Senate where a similar bill 
is pending. 

The measure sponsored by 
GOP Rep. Erin Grail of Vero 
Beach would require that a minor 
get written, notarized permission 
from a parent or a legal guard¬ 
ian to obtain an abortion. Florida 
now only requires that parents be 
notified that their child is seeking 
an abortion. 


“The reason that a child should 
seek the consent of their parent is 
because the parent is in the most 
unique and beneficial position to 
advise that child,” Grail said dur¬ 
ing more than three hours of de¬ 
bate. “Overwhelmingly, parents 
could offer a perspective, and ad¬ 
vice and counsel, that is not avail¬ 
able from any other person.” 

The measure also provides that 
a minor could ask a Circuit Court 
judge to waive the parental con¬ 
sent provision under certain cir¬ 
cumstances, such as when a girl 
is a child abuse or sexual abuse 
victim. That is similar to the cur¬ 
rent parental notification law; in 
2017, out of about 1,500 abortions 
in Florida involving minor girls 
there were 205 judicial waivers 
granted, Grail said. 

The bill would allow girls to be 
represented by an attorney for 
free when seeking a waiver. 


Democrats generally opposed 
the bill, contending among other 
things that not all children are 
comfortable with telling parents 
they are pregnant and in some 
cases might face reprisals, ridi¬ 
cule or even violence. 

“If she’s old enough to become a 
mother, she’s old enough to make 
the decision of the right path for 
herself,” said Rep. Tina Polsky, a 
Boca Raton Democrat. 

A previous such law was ruled 
unconstitutional in 1989 by the 
Florida Supreme Court on pri¬ 
vacy rights grounds and many 
Democrats said this bill might 
meet the same fate. But the high 
court now has a more conserva¬ 
tive bench with three new justices 
appointed by Republican Gov. 
Ron DeSantis that could change a 
future outcome. 

“Simply put, this bill is uncon¬ 
stitutional. The Supreme Court of 



Steve Cannon/AP 


Florida Rep. Erin Grail, R-Vero Beach, answers questions about a 
parental abortion consent bill that she sponsored during session 
Wednesday in Tallahassee, Fla. The bill requires pregnant minors get 
written, notarized permission before they can have an abortion. 


Florida has already ruled on this 
exact point,” said Democratic 
Rep. Joe Geller of Dania Beach. 
“Why are we doing it again?” 

The bill also increases penal¬ 
ties for health practitioners who 
violate current law requiring 


that an infant born alive during 
an abortion must be cared for 
and taken to a hospital. The pen¬ 
alty for violations would go from 
a misdemeanor to a third-degree 
felony punishable by up to five 
years in prison and a $5,000 fine. 



David Duprey/AP 


A University at Buffalo student, Sebastian Serafin-Bazan, died Wednesday from a suspected hazing 
incident last week. The 18-year-old freshman from Port Chester, N.Y., was hospitalized early Friday 
morning after the incident at an off-campus house. 

College student dies in suspected hazing 


Fla. ready to raise 
minimum age for 
tobacco, vaping 


By Carolyn Thompson 

Associated Press 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — A university 
student in upstate New York died 
Wednesday following suspected 
hazing that has led to an indefi¬ 
nite suspension of fraternity and 
sorority activities. 

University at Buffalo freshman 
Sebastian Serafin-Bazan, 18, had 
been hospitalized since early Fri¬ 
day after the suspected hazing at 
an off-campus house. 

“Our hearts go out to Sebas¬ 
tian’s family for the devastating 
heartbreak they are experiencing. 
We extend our sincerest condo- 


Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON—Energy Sec¬ 
retary Rick Perry, an Air Force 
veteran, is planning to leave the 
Trump administration and is fi¬ 
nalizing the terms and timing of 
his departure, according to two 


lences to the Serafin-Bazan fami¬ 
ly and to all of Sebastian’s friends 
here at UB and in his hometown 
of Port Chester, New York,” uni¬ 
versity President Satish Tripathi 
said in a written statement. The 
university said it would not com¬ 
ment further Wednesday out of 
respect for the student’s family. 

Details of the case involving 
the Sigma Pi fraternity have not 
been released. 

Neighbors told local media out¬ 
lets that they saw a person who 
appeared to be unconscious being 
carried out to the front lawn of the 
house around 12:30 a.m. Friday 


people familiar with his plans. 

While Perry’s exit isn’t im¬ 
minent and one person familiar 
with the matter said the former 
Texas governor still hasn’t fully 
made up his mind, three people 
said he has been seriously consid- 


before police arrived. The house 
is rented by members of the fra¬ 
ternity, the university said. 

University officials have said 
an internal review is underway. 

Sigma Pi’s Buffalo chapter 
did not respond to a request for 
comment. 

Jonathan Frost, executive di¬ 
rector at the fraternity’s national 
headquarters in Lebanon, Tenn., 
said the fraternity has offered its 
support to Buffalo police and the 
university in the investigation. 

He said the Buffalo chapter 
was placed on a temporary sus¬ 
pension after the incident. 


ering his departure for weeks. All 
of the people spoke on condition 
of anonymity to discuss private 
deliberations. 

The White House press office 
didn’t immediately respond to a 
request for comment. 


Associated Press 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The 
minimum age for Floridians to 
possess tobacco and vaping prod¬ 
ucts that deliver nicotine would 
rise from 18 to 21 under legisla¬ 
tion a state House committee 
readied Tuesday for a floor vote. 

The measure that cleared the 
House Appropriations Commit¬ 
tee would also establish 21 as the 
minimum age for smokable forms 
of medical marijuana. Members 
of the military would be exempt 
from all such age restrictions. 

Sponsors say the bill would im¬ 
prove public health and reduce 
the costs that government pro¬ 
grams such as Medicaid incur for 
treating cancer, heart disease and 
other smoking-related illnesses. 
They say the health effects of 
vaping are largely unknown and 
that the increasingly popular 
practice could become a gateway 
to tobacco for young people. 

“Almost all adult smokers start¬ 
ed smoking when they were kids,” 
said Democratic Rep. Nicholas 
Duran of Miami, one of the main 
sponsors. “This bill substantially 
decreases their access by cutting 
off their source.” 

A 2015 study sanctioned by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administra¬ 
tion concluded that raising the 
age for tobacco use to 21 nation¬ 
ally would result in 223,000 fewer 
early deaths, 50,000 fewer deaths 
from lung cancer and 4.2 million 
fewer years of life lost, according 
to a legislative staff analysis. 

“Raising the age to use tobacco 
is the deciding factor. We know 


what it does,” said Rep. Joe Geller, 
a Dania Beach Democrat. 

GOP Rep. Randy Fine of Palm 
Bay added that in Florida alone 
the annual cost to taxpayers of 
treating smoking-related ill¬ 
nesses through the Medicaid pro¬ 
gram is close to $4 billion. “The 
debate is not just about freedom. 
What crosses the line for me is 
when I’m asked to pay for other 
people’s liberty,” Fine said. 

The vaping industry and some 
health groups object to being in¬ 
cluded with tobacco in the age 
limitation, arguing that e-ciga- 
rettes and similar products can 
help people quit or avoid smoking 
tobacco altogether. 

“Vapor is not a tobacco prod¬ 
uct. We sell a product to help 
people quit smoking, not to con¬ 
tinue smoking,” said Michael 
Miller, owner of a vape shop in 
Jacksonville. 

The FDA, however, also re¬ 
ported that in 2018, more than 4.9 
million middle and high school 
students were using e-cigarettes 
and that one in four high school 
seniors were using them. 

Still, Rep. Holly Raschein, a 
Key Largo Republican, said she 
is concerned about too much gov¬ 
ernment overreach. 

“I think this bill attempts to 
dump government on the peo¬ 
ple. The libertarian in me says, 
‘Whoa, whoa, whoa, let’s tap the 
breaks,”’ Raschein said. 

But the legislation was ap¬ 
proved with only two no votes and 
now heads to the House floor. A 
companion bill is moving in the 
Senate. 


Energy secretary reportedly planning to quit post 
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Torched black churches see donations surge 



Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — The 
crowdfunding campaign to raise 
money for three African Ameri¬ 
can churches gutted by arson in 
Louisiana began a week ago, but 
donations surged after flames 
engulfed the roof of Notre Dame 
cathedral in Paris and the outcry 
provoked a conversation about 
the disparate reactions to the 
tragedies. 

Nearly $1 billion had been 
pledged to the Notre Dame re¬ 
building effort within hours of 
Monday’s blaze. The massive at¬ 
tention focused on the French 
landmark prompted Megan 
Romer to take note and tweet: 
“My heart is broken over the 
loss of Notre Dame. The Catholic 
Church is also one of the world’s 
wealthiest entities. If you are 
going to donate money to rebuild 
a church this week, I implore you 
to make it the black churches in 
St. Landry Parish.” 

GoFundMe spokeswoman Aja 
Shepherd confirmed in an email 
that giving to the destroyed Loui¬ 
siana churches increased Tues¬ 
day after Romer’s tweet and a 
challenge from freelance jour¬ 
nalist Yashar Ali to his nearly 
400,000 Twitter followers. 

Other online reminders of the 
black churches’ plight followed, 
including this Tuesday tweet 
from Hillary Clinton: “As we hold 


Opelousas, La. 

Paris in our hearts today, let’s 
also send some love to our neigh¬ 
bors in Louisiana.” 

Donations that totaled about 
$300,000 nearly a week into the 
campaign surged to $1.5 million 
by Wednesday night. The money 
is to be distributed equally among 


the three-century-old churches to 
help them recover from the fires 
intentionally set from March 26 
to April 4. White suspect Holden 
Matthews, 21, has been charged 
with arson and hate crimes. 

Among the calls for more giving 
to the black churches, there was 


concern that they were already 
being forgotten as flames leapt 
from the roof of Notre Dame. 

“It’s terrible what happened 
to Notre Dame. ... But, 3 black 
churches in LA were purposely 
burnt down b/c of hate. Let’s not 
forget to be even more outraged 


about that,” Twitter user Joe 
Boyd wrote. 

Journalist Thomas Chatterton 
Williams, in a series of tweets, 
took issue with the notion that 
concern about Notre Dame could 
be boiled down to a matter of 
race. 

“It’s a tragedy when black 
churches + mosques are bombed, 
burned or vandalized, but of 
course the world pays more atten¬ 
tion to an 800-year-old architec¬ 
tural masterpiece in the heart of 
a city everyone visits! That’s not 
white supremacy, and nonwhites 
who love Paris aren’t dupes,” he 
wrote. 

The Rev. Roderick Greer of St. 
John’s Cathedral, an Episcopal 
place of worship in Denver, ac¬ 
knowledges that Notre Dame has 
higher visibility as a cultural, ar¬ 
tistic and religious landmark than 
the three rural church buildings 
in Louisiana’s St. Landry Parish. 

The Rev. Mason Jack, an officer 
with the Seventh District Mission¬ 
ary Baptist Association, which 
includes the burned churches, 
said Wednesday he was grateful 
for the surge in donations. He ac¬ 
knowledged that the Notre Dame 
fire raised consciousness about 
the Louisiana fires but down¬ 
played any concerns that black 
churches were being overshad¬ 
owed or forgotten. 


Man with gas cans arrested at St. Patrick’s church in NYC 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A man ar¬ 
rested after entering St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral carrying two cans of 
gasoline, lighter fluid and butane 
lighters had also been arrested at 
a New Jersey cathedral this week 
and had booked a Thursday flight 
to Rome, the New York Police De¬ 
partment said. 

Marc Lamparello, 37, is fac¬ 
ing charges including attempted 
arson and reckless endangerment 
after his arrest Wednesday night 
at the New York City landmark, 
said John Miller, the New York 
Police Department’s deputy com¬ 
missioner of intelligence and 
counterterrorism. It happened 
just days after flames ravaged the 


Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. 

Lamparello remained in police 
custody Thursday and had not 
been arraigned. Miller said there 
was no apparent connection to 
terrorism. 

Miller said surveillance cam¬ 
era footage showed Lamparello 
circling the church several times 
in a minivan well over an hour 
before he parked outside the ca¬ 
thedral on Fifth Avenue, walked 
around the area, returned to his 
vehicle, and retrieved the gaso¬ 
line and lighter fluid. 

When he entered the church, 
he was confronted by a security 
officer, who notified counterter¬ 
rorism officers standing outside. 
Lamparello told the officers his 
car was out of gas and headed in 


a direction away from where he 
was parked, Miller said. 

Officers found his vehicle and 
determined it was not out of gas, 
Miller said. 

Lamparello had been arrested 
Monday at the Cathedral Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart in Newark, 
N.J., after he refused to leave at 
closing time, Miller said. 

Before going to St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral on Wednesday, Miller 
said, Lamparello booked a $2,800 
ticket on a 5:20 p.m. Thursday 
flight to Italy. 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral was 
built in 1878 and has installed a 
sprinkler-like system during re¬ 
cent renovations. Its wooden roof 
is also coated with fire retardant. 



Seth Wenig/AP 


Tourists walk past police officers standing in front of St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in New York on Thursday. 


Poll: Percentage of church membership in US plummets over 20 years 


By David Crary 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The percent¬ 
age of U.S. adults who belong to 
a church or other religious in¬ 
stitution has plunged by 20 per¬ 
centage points over the past two 
decades, hitting a low of 50% last 
year, according to a new Gallup 
poll. Among major demographic 
groups, the biggest drops were 
recorded among Democrats and 
Hispanics. 

Gallup said church member¬ 
ship was 70% in 1999 — and close 


to or higher than that figure for 
most of the 20th century. Since 
1999, the figure has fallen steadi¬ 
ly, while the percentage of U.S. 
adults with no religious affiliation 
has jumped from 8% to 19%. 

Among Hispanic Americans, 
church membership dropped 
from 68% to 45% since 2000, a 
much bigger decline than for 
non-Hispanic white and black 
Americans. 

There was a big discrepancy 
over that 20-year period in regard 
to political affiliation: Church 
membership among Democrats 


fell from 71% to 48%, compared 
to a more modest drop from 77% 
to 69% among Republicans. 

David Campbell, a University 
of Notre Dame political science 
professor who studies religion’s 
role in U.S. civic life, attributed 
the partisan divide to “the al¬ 
lergic reaction many Americans 
have to the mixture of religion 
and conservative politics.” 

“Increasingly, Americans asso¬ 
ciate religion with the Republican 
Party — and if they are not Re¬ 
publicans themselves, they turn 
away from religion,” he said. 


The overall decline in church 
membership is driven by cultural 
and generational factors, said 
Nancy Ammerman, a professor 
of the sociology of religion at Bos¬ 
ton University. 

“Culturally, we are seeing 
significant erosion in the trust 
people have for institutions in 
general and churches in particu¬ 
lar,” she said. “We are also seeing 
a generational shift as the ‘joiner’ 
older generation dies off and a 
generation of non-joiners comes 
on the scene.” 

The new Gallup findings under¬ 


score that generational dynamic. 
Among Americans 65 and older, 
church membership in 2016-18 
averaged 64% percent, compared 
to 41% among those aged 18-29. 

“The challenge is clear for 
churches, which depend on loyal 
and active members to keep them 
open and thriving,” wrote Gallup 
poll analyst Jeffrey Jones. “How 
do they find ways to convince 
some of the unaffiliated religious 
adults in society to make a com¬ 
mitment to a particular house of 
worship of their chosen faith?” 
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Central Fla. cities 
among fastest 
growing in the US 



Carlos Giusti/AP 


Residents sit outside the Plaza del Mercado in the Rio Piedras area of San Juan, Puerto Rico on 
Wednesday where a Puerto Rican flag hangs. 

New data shows 4°/o drop in Puerto 
Rican population since hurricane 


Associated. Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — 
New Census Bureau data shows 
Puerto Rico lost nearly 4% of its 
population after Hurricane Maria 
— the greatest population drop in 
the recorded history of the island, 
according to one demographer. 

Data released Thursday shows 
the U.S. territory’s population 
dropped by 129,848 people be¬ 
tween July 2017 and July 2018. 
The hurricane struck two months 
into that period, in September 
2017. The population loss was due 
to both deaths and people mov¬ 
ing away, although emigration 
accounted for most of the drop. 
The heaviest population drops 
occurred in metropolitan areas 
such as the capital of San Juan, 
the city of Ponce and surround¬ 
ing areas. 

“It’s the largest population drop 
seen in a single year ever regis¬ 
tered in Puerto Rico,” demogra¬ 
pher Raul Figueroa said. 

The census numbers show 


there were 6,449 more deaths 
than births during the 12 months 
in question, a normal figure, even 
though there were several thou¬ 
sand more deaths than normal in 
the months immediately follow¬ 
ing the hurricane. 

Many of those excess deaths 
following the hurricane were of 
sick and elderly people who would 
have died sometime in the year 
in the question, Figueroa said. 
Deaths for the year may have 
been concentrated right after the 
storm due to the lack of electric¬ 
ity, services and fresh water. 

He said he thinks emigration 
slowed in 2019 and the population 
has begun to slowly recover. 

Many Puerto Ricans left for 
Florida and New York, home to 
communities of people from the 
territory. 

Sister Carmen Negron of the 
Society of the Sacred Heart sells 
handmade rosaries and religious 
icons in a narrow passage in the 
Plaza del Mercado in the Rio Pie¬ 


dras area of San Juan. She said 
she has noticed a drop in sales 
due to what seem to be fewer peo¬ 
ple in the area. 

“This area’s been shrinking,” 
Negron said. “Sales are down.” 

The San Juan area lost 81,087 
people, a 3.9% drop, in the 12 
months covered by the Census 
Bureau report. 

Paseo de Diego, the central 
thoroughfare in Rio Piedras, was 
filled years ago with stores that 
are closed and empty today. 

“You see fewer people around, 
fewer young people,” said Wilfre- 
do Montanez, who was sitting on 
a bench in the plaza. 

Magaly Robles has been selling 
roast potatoes outside the plaza 
for 15 years. A native of the Do¬ 
minican Republic, she said that 
because she has a job, she has no 
intention of moving again. 

“Lots of people have left since 
Maria,” Robles said. “Many of 
my friends have gone and not 
come back.” 


By Mike Schneider 

Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — When it 
came to population growth last 
year, cities in central Florida 
grew by stadiums. 

Metro Orlando grew by 60,000 
residents last year, almost as 
large as the number of people 
who can fit into the city’s Camp¬ 
ing World Stadium, where college 
football bowl teams face off each 
winter. 

The Tampa area grew last year 
by 51,000 residents, more than the 
number of fans who can fit into 
Tropicana Field, where the city’s 
Tampa Bay Rays play baseball. 

Growth from mid-2017 to mid- 
2018 propelled these two me¬ 
tropolises into the top tier of the 
nation’s fastest-growing metro 
areas last year, according to fig¬ 
ures released Thursday by the 
U.S. Census Bureau. 

Only Texas grew by more people 
than Florida last year, and the ad¬ 
dition of tens of thousands of new 
residents to central Florida cities 
will increase the importance next 
election of the Interstate 4 corri¬ 
dor, already the swingiest part of 
the nation’s biggest swing state. 
That explosive growth also helps 
Florida’s chances of getting addi¬ 
tional congressional seats — and 
presidential electors — after the 
2020 Census. 

Orlando had the nation’s fifth 
largest increase for metro areas 
in pure numbers, surpassed by 
only Dallas, Phoenix, Houston 
and Atlanta. Tampa came in at 
No. 9. 

In Tampa, the growth was com¬ 
pletely driven by new arrivals. 
Without that inbound migration, 
Tampa would have lost population 
since deaths outnumbered births 
by almost 900 people. About two- 
thirds of the new arrivals came 


from U.S. states. 

In Orlando, that migration dy¬ 
namic was flipped with about 
two-thirds of the new arrivals 
coming from outside the 50 U.S. 
states. After Hurricane Maria 
devastated Puerto Rico in Sep¬ 
tember 2017, tens of thousands 
of Puerto Ricans moved to the 
Orlando area, but Thursday’s 
Census release didn’t detail how 
many of Orlando’s new arrivals 
came from the island. 

About a sixth of metro Orlan¬ 
do’s population growth last year 
came from the natural increase 
of more births than death, and 
the rest was fueled by migration. 

The intense growth wasn’t just 
limited to large cities, but it also 
included smaller metros along In¬ 
terstate 4, the east-west highway 
that slices through the center of 
Florida, the nation’s third most 
populous state with 21.3 million 
residents. 

The Lakeland-Winter Haven 
area, midway between Tampa 
and Orlando on Interstate 4, had 
the nation’s fourth-largest growth 
rate at 3.2%, surpassed by only 
Midland, Texas; Myrtle Beach, 
S.C.; and St. George, Utah. 

The Villages, the retirement 
community northwest of Orlan¬ 
do, grew by 3.1%, placing it at No. 
6 for growth rate. 

While growth is an economic 
driver of construction and con¬ 
sumption in these cities, there 
are also consequences, such as 
Orlando’s and Tampa’s struggle 
to keep up with affordable hous¬ 
ing, officials said. 

Orlando ranked No. 1 and 
Tampa was No. 9 among large 
metro areas with the most se¬ 
vere shortages of rental homes 
affordable to extremely low-in¬ 
come households, according to a 
recent study by the National Low 
Income Housing Coalition. 


Couple accused of forcing day laborer into sex with wife at gunpoint 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX—A Phoenix couple 
is accused of forcing a Mexican 
day laborer into sex at gunpoint 
and filming another encounter to 
blackmail him. 

Jorge Murrieta, 45, and Brenda 
Acuna-Aguero, 39, were arrested 
last week on suspicion of sexual 
assault, aggravated assault and 
unlawful recording of a person, 
according to court documents 
obtained Wednesday. Murrieta 
faces additional charges of kid¬ 
napping, unlawful distribution 
of images of nudity and sexual 
extortion. 

The pair approached the vic¬ 


tim outside a home improvement 
store on April 8 about helping 
them move 
items in 
their house, 
a probable 
cause state¬ 
ment says. 

Police say 
that once 
they got to 
the home, 

Acuna- 

5S"*£! ' Acun»Aguero 

that she had fantasies about hav¬ 
ing sex with a laborer. They en¬ 
gaged in a consensual encounter, 
but he didn’t know that Murrieta 




had filmed it through a window 
from another room. 

Authori¬ 
ties said 
Murrieta 
then pulled 
out a rifle 
and pointed 
it at the vic¬ 
tim’s chest. 

He ordered 
the victim 
to have sex 
with his wife 
again. 

The victim complied. He says 
the couple then took his visa and 
Mexico-issued driver’s license. 
They also forced him to show con¬ 



Murrieta 


tact information in his phone for 
his wife, who lives in Mexico. The 
couple threatened to send her im¬ 
ages of the encounter if the victim 
did not return the next day. 

Police say Murrieta dropped 
the victim back at the home im¬ 
provement store, then contacted 
him a short time later. He did 
not respond and later received a 
call from his wife, who said she 
got explicit photos of him with 
Acuna-Aguero. 

Police say the victim then re¬ 
ported the sexual assault. Investi¬ 
gators seized the cellphones of all 
three and say evidence on them 
confirms the victim’s allegations. 


When questioned by police, the 
couple acknowledged forcing the 
victim into sex at gunpoint, film¬ 
ing him and making threats with 
the footage. Murrieta also said 
they had done the same thing four 
other times with random men. 

A judge last week ordered both 
held on a $250,000 cash-only bond 
and attorneys appointed for them. 
The county public defender’s of¬ 
fice has not yet assigned them 
lawyers. 

The couple was still in jail 
Wednesday, Maricopa County 
sheriff’s spokesman Calbert Gil- 
lett said. 
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Scooters zip past docked bikes in usage 



Andrew Harnik/AP 

A man rides a scooter near the White House in Washington in December. 


By Cathy Bussewitz 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Love them or hate them, 
electric scooters are everywhere—zipping 
along city streets and littering sidewalks, 
to the dismay of pedestrians and drivers 
who must share the road. 

And now they have overtaken station- 
based bicycles as the most popular form of 
shared transportation outside transit and 
cars in the U.S. 

According to a new report released 
Wednesday by the National Association of 
City Transportation Officials, riders took 
38.5 million trips on shared electric scoot¬ 
ers in 2018, eclipsing the 36.5 million trips 
on shared, docked bicycles. 

Riders also took trips on 3 million dock¬ 
less pedal bikes, which can be picked up 
and dropped off anywhere, and 6.5 million 
dockless electric bikes in 2018, but the re¬ 
port notes those numbers are declining. 

One reason for electric scooters’ fast 
growth: companies are jockeying for stra¬ 
tegic position in the so-called micromo¬ 
bility revolution, where consumers are 
embracing shared scooters and bikes for 
short trips and exploring alternatives to 
car ownership buoyed by the ubiquity of 
smartphones. 

Riders took 84 million trips on micromo¬ 
bility services in 2018, more than double 
the number from the year before, accord¬ 
ing to the report. Electric scooters helped 
drive that trend, with more than 85,000 of 
them available for public use in the U.S. 
compared with 57,000 station-based bikes. 

To be sure, scooter companies face chal¬ 
lenges from every direction, including 
vandalism, theft, rider injuries, intense 
competition and aggressive regulations in 
cities across the country. 

Yet the industry persists and venture 
capitalists, ride-hailing companies and 


traditional auto manufacturers have 
poured millions of dollars into the fledg¬ 
ling business. 

The original bike-share systems in the 
U.S. developed after cities invited them 
in, said Kate Fillin-Yeh, director of strat¬ 
egy for the National Association for City 
Transportation Officials. 

“In the last year-and-a-half, it’s a very 
different animal,” she said. “The compa¬ 
nies are in some cases trying to beat each 
other to the market.” 

Bird, a Santa Monica-based scooter 
company launched in late 2017, raised $418 
million and rang up more than 10 million 
rides in its first year. Lime, which offers 
shared bikes and scooters, clocked more 
than 12 million rides and $467 million in 


investment in its first 15 months. 

Car manufacturers and ride-hailing 
companies are taking notice, and some 
have made their own plays in the space 
with larger ambitions than scooters alone. 

Uber bought Jump Bikes, an electric 
bike and scooter company that operates 
in about two dozen cities, and last year it 
invested $30 million in Lime, which is in 
more than 100 cities worldwide. 

Ford, which bought scooter company 
Spin in November, said deploying electric 
scooters will help the company eventually 
roll out autonomous vehicles by building 
critical relationships with U.S. cities as 
they work together to craft regulations and 
build out infrastructure. 

“In this next revolution of micromobility, 


the cities are taking a more active stance 
in how they’re going to participate,” Sunny 
Madra, vice president of Ford’s mobility 
businesses, told The Associated Press late 
last year. “By doing this now in advance of 
autonomous programs and other forms of 
mobility that will come up, this is a great 
way for us to make sure that we’re a part of 
the transformation of mobility.” 

If it seems like electric scooters popped 
up overnight, that’s because they did. Sev¬ 
eral companies distributed them through¬ 
out cities without permission or permits, 
reminding local officials of when ride-hail¬ 
ing companies such as Uber launched in 
their markets years ago without warning. 

But cities learned from that experience 
and have been more aggressive about 
regulating scooters. San Francisco, for 
instance, kicked out Bird, Lime and Spin 
and instituted a competition for permits, 
ultimately awarding them to relative un¬ 
derdogs Scoot and Skip and capping the 
number of scooters they could deploy. New 
York City does not allow shared electric 
scooters, although legislation has been in¬ 
troduce to change the rule. 

As a condition for operating there, many 
cities are requiring scooter companies to 
share their troves of location data, which 
show where the scooters are and the routes 
they take. 

That can be valuable to plan bike routes 
and docking stations or to understand traf¬ 
fic patterns. 

It also raises questions about user pri¬ 
vacy. The location data provided to cities 
is not linked to names, emails or other di¬ 
rectly identifiable information, but “if you 
take enough GPS data points and begin at¬ 
taching other data sets, it can be used to 
identify specific individuals,” said Regina 
Clewlow, CEO of Populus, a company that 
helps cities securely access data for policy 
and planning while protecting privacy. 



Kelvin Chan/AP 


The Samsung Galaxy Fold phone is seen in its folded position during 
a media preview event in London. 


Fashion capital New York 
considers banning fur sales 


Some new 
Samsung 
phones are 
breaking 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Some of 
Samsung’s new, almost $2,000 
folding phones appear to be break¬ 
ing after just a couple of days. 

Journalists who received the 
phones to review before the pub¬ 
lic launch said the Galaxy Fold 
screen started flickering and 
turning black before completely 
fizzling out. Two journalists said 
they removed a thin, protective 
layer from the screens that they 
thought was supposed to come 
off, but was meant to stay. 

But reporters from The Verge 
and CNBC said they left that layer 
on and their screens still broke. A 
CNBC video shows the left side of 
the inside screen intermittently 
flashing, and the right side as 
unresponsive. 

The phone was “completely un¬ 
usable” after two days, CNBC re¬ 
porter Todd Haselton wrote. 

The long-anticipated folding 
phone is about the size of a stan¬ 


dard smartphone when folded, but 
can open up to the size of a small 
tablet. The phone is designed to 
work whether closed or open; 
when open, the single screen dis¬ 
play is bisected by a crease. 

Samsung promises the screen 
can withstand being opened and 
closed 200,000 times, or 100 times 
a day for five years. 

The Galaxy Fold goes on sale 
April 26 in the U.S. for $1,980, 
making it one of the most expen¬ 
sive phones anywhere — par¬ 
ticularly if it isn’t as durable as 
promised. 


Samsung acknowledged it had 
heard reports of the screens 
breaking and said it would “thor¬ 
oughly inspect these units in per¬ 
son to determine the cause of the 
matter.” 

A company spokesman also 
said it would make it clear that 
the top protective layer is neces¬ 
sary to prevent scratches. 

The company had a disastrous 
rollout of a new phone in 2016 
with the Galaxy Note 7, which 
Samsung eventually recalled be¬ 
cause its batteries were catching 
on fire. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A burgeoning 
movement to outlaw fur is seek¬ 
ing to make its biggest statement 
yet in the fashion mecca of New 
York City. 

Lawmakers are pushing a 
measure that would ban the sale 
of all new fur products in the city 
where such garments were once 
common and style-setters includ¬ 
ing Marilyn Monroe, Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis, Joe Namath 
and Sean “Diddy” Combs have all 
rocked furs over the years. 

A similar measure in the state 
Capitol in Albany would impose a 
statewide ban on the sale of any 
items made with farmed fur and 
ban the manufacture of products 
made from trapped fur. 

Whether this is good or bad 
depends on which side of the pelt 
you’re on. Members of the fur in¬ 
dustry say such bans could put 
1,100 people out of a job in the city 
alone. Supporters dismiss that 
and emphasize that the wearing 
of fur is barbaric and inhumane. 

“Cruelty should not be confused 
with economic development,” 
said state Assemblywoman Linda 
Rosenthal, a Democrat from 
Manhattan, who is sponsoring the 


state legislation. “Fur relies on vi¬ 
olence to innocent animals. That 
should be no one’s business.” 

The fate of the proposals could 
be decided in the coming months, 
though supporters acknowledge 
New York City’s measure has a 
better chance of passage than the 
state legislation. 

The fur trade is considered so 
important to New York’s develop¬ 
ment that two beavers adorn the 
city’s official seal, a reference to 
early Dutch and English settlers 
who traded in beaver pelts. 

At the height of the fur busi¬ 
ness in the last century, New York 
City manufactured 80% of the fur 
coats made in the U.S, according 
to FUR NYC, a group represent¬ 
ing 130 retailers and manufac¬ 
turers in the city. The group says 
New York City remains the larg¬ 
est market for fur products in 
the country, with real fur still 
frequently used as trim on coats, 
jackets and other items. 

If passed, New York would be¬ 
come the third major American 
city with such a ban, following 
San Francisco, where a ban takes 
effect this year, and Los Angeles, 
where a ban passed this year will 
take effect in 2021. 
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Courtesy of the Royal Thai Navy/AP 


The home of an American man and his Thai partner rises from the 
Andaman Sea, off Phuket island, Thailand. 


American’s ‘seasteading’ 
effort busted by Thailand 


Associated. Press 

BANGKOK — Thai authorities 
have raided a floating home in 
the Andaman Sea belonging to an 
American man and his Thai part¬ 
ner who sought to be pioneers in 
the “seasteading” movement, 
which promotes living in interna¬ 
tional waters to be free of any na¬ 
tion’s laws. Thailand’s navy said 
they endangered national sover¬ 
eignty, an offense punishable by 
life imprisonment or death. 

The navy filed a complaint 


against them with police on the 
southern resort island of Phuket. 

Chad Elwartowski said in an 
email Thursday that he believes 
he and Supranee Thepdet did 
nothing wrong. 

The couple, who have gone into 
hiding, had been living part-time 
on a small structure they said 
was anchored outside Thailand’s 
territorial waters, just over 12 
nautical miles from shore. Thai 
authorities say they have revoked 
Elwartowski’s visa. 


Populists expected to gain 
seats in May’s EU elections 


Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — The European 
Parliament is predicting that 
nationalist, populist and anti-mi¬ 
grant groups will make signifi¬ 
cant gains in the May 23-26 EU 
elections but says it thinks main¬ 
stream parties will keep control 
over the assembly. 

Projections released Thursday 
suggest the center-right Europe¬ 
an People’s Party will remain the 
biggest group, with 180 seats in 
the 751-seat parliament, down 37 
seats. The center-left Socialists 
and Democrats would drop from 


186 to 149 seats. 

The Europe of Nations and 
Freedom group, which combines 
right-wing and far-right parties 
like Italy’s Liga, Britain’s UKIP 
and France’s National Rally 
would win 62 seats, compared to 
37 currently. 

New parties like former UKIP 
figurehead Nigel Farage’s Brexit 
Party, which are listed as “other,” 
are expected to expand from 21 
seats to 62. 

The data is collected from na¬ 
tional surveys and assumes that 
Britain will participate. 


29 killed in tour bus crash 
on Portugal’s Madeira island 


By Barry Hatton 

Associated Press 

LISBON, Portugal — Authori¬ 
ties on Portugal’s Madeira Island 
were working Thursday to identi¬ 
fy the victims of a tour bus crash 
that killed 29 people and injured 
28 others, many of them German 
tourists who were onboard. 

The bus carrying 55 people 
rolled down a steep hill after veer¬ 
ing off the road on a bend east of 
Madeira’s capital, Funchal, on 
Wednesday evening when it was 
still light and in fine weather. 

Authorities said they are in¬ 
vestigating the cause and would 
inspect the bus for mechanical 
problems. 

Portuguese officials have not 
yet identified the victims by 
name or nationality, saying they 
are still collating information. 

The bus was carrying German 


tourists, as well as a Portuguese 
driver and guide. People at the 
roadside are also thought to be 
among the casualties. 

Tomasia Alves, head of the 
Funchal hospital, said authori¬ 
ties hope to have a list of victims 
by Saturday. She said the vic¬ 
tims were roughly between 40 
and 60 years old and included no 
children. 

She said 28 people were taken 
from the accident scene to a 
morgue, and another person died 
later in hospital. 

German Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas said he was “deeply 
shaken by the tragic bus crash.” 

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel expressed “sadness and 
shock” at the accident. “My sin¬ 
cere sympathy goes especially to 
all of the families who have lost 
their loved ones in this tragedy,” 


she said. 

Rescue services used two 
cranes before dawn Thursday to 
pull the bus, which was lying on 
its side with part of its roof torn 
off, from the crash site, local 
media reported. 

The wall of a house, which ap¬ 
peared to have halted the bus’s 
fall, was smashed in. Parts of the 
bus, including seats, and items of 
clothing littered the grassy hill¬ 
side, which looks out over the At¬ 
lantic Ocean. 

The tourists reportedly were 
staying at the nearby Quinta 
Splendida, a hotel restored from a 
19th-century manor house. 

Madeira, off the coast from 
northwest Africa, is a popular va¬ 
cation destination for Europeans 
due to its mild climate and lush, 
hilly landscape. 
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Brunei to Europe: We probably won't stone too many gays 


By Emily Tamkin 

The Washington Post 

If a law described by the inter¬ 
national community as “appall¬ 
ing” is passed but rarely enforced, 
is it still appalling? 

Brunei, the Southeast Asian 
nation that recently implemented 
just such a law, is evidently hop¬ 
ing that the answer to that will 
somehow be no. 

Earlier this month, gay sex 
and adultery became punishable 
by death by stoning in Brunei, 
a small but oil-rich state with a 
Muslim majority on the island of 
Borneo. Homosexuality has been 


illegal in Brunei since it was a 
British colony, but the new laws 
made it — and extramarital af¬ 
fairs — punishable by gruesome 
death. 

This week, Brunei made the 
case to the European Union that 
it shouldn’t worry about death 
by stoning because such punish¬ 
ments would be quite rare. 

In a letter and memo sent ahead 
of a European Parliament meet¬ 
ing on human rights, the Brunei 
mission wrote: 

“The penal sentences for hadd 
— stoning to death and ampu¬ 
tation, imposed for offences 
of theft, robbery, adultery and 


sodomy have extremely high 
evidentiary threshold, requir¬ 
ing no less than two or four men 
of high moral standing and piety 
as witnesses — to the exclusion 
of every form of circumstantial 
evidence, coupled with very high 
standard of proof of ‘no doubt at 
all,’ which goes further than the 
common law standard of ‘beyond 
reasonable doubt.’ The standards 
of piety of the male witnesses is 
extremely high that it is extreme¬ 
ly difficult to find one in this day 
and age, to the extent that convic¬ 
tions of hadd may solely rest on 
confessions of the offender.” 

Another mitigating factor pre¬ 


sented by Brunei: The lesser 
punishment of whipping can be 
carried out only by people of the 
same gender. 

The European Union is un¬ 
likely to be sympathetic. It has 
noted that such punishments — 
no matter who carries them out 
— violate the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhu¬ 
man or Degrading Treatment 
or Punishment, which Brunei 
signed in 2015. 

What’s more, the EU isn’t the 
only European institution that 
has expressed concern over Bru¬ 
nei’s new laws. On Wednesday, 
Aberdeen University in Scotland 


revoked the sultan’s honorary de¬ 
cree over the measures. 

A variety of companies, from 
a British TV awards show to the 
Financial Times, have also joined 
a boycott of hotels owned by Bru¬ 
nei, heeding a call from, among 
others, George Clooney. He said 
in late March, “Every single time 
we stay at, or take meetings at or 
dine at any of these nine hotels, we 
are putting money directly into 
the pockets of men who choose to 
stone and whip to death their own 
citizens for being gay or accused 
of adultery.” 



Hulton ARCHivE/Getty Images 

Russian leader Josef Stalin 
in 1945. 


Poll: Russians have positive feelings about Stalin’s rule 


Bloomberg News 

MOSCOW — Respect among 
Russians for Josef Stalin has 
surged to the highest level of Pres¬ 
ident Vladimir Putin’s era, with 
70% saying his rule had been good 
for the country, according to a poll 
tracking attitudes toward the So¬ 
viet dictator. 

A record 51% viewed Stalin pos¬ 
itively in March, up from 40% a 
year earlier, the survey published 
Tuesday by the Moscow-based 
Levada Center showed. The pro¬ 


portion regarding him with admi¬ 
ration, respect or sympathy was 
the highest since it began the sur¬ 
vey in April 2001, Levada said on 
its website. 

“Nostalgia over the collapse of 
the Soviet Union is at a peak this 
year. In addition, Stalin is seen as a 
figure who ensured social justice,” 
something Russians are increas¬ 
ingly seeking amid discontent with 
falling living standards and a gov¬ 
ernment reform of pensions, said 
Karina Pipia, an analyst at Levada. 


Even so, the people who admired 
Stalin “don’t really want to go back 
to those times,” she said. 

Russians were more willing to 
defend the mass killings and po¬ 
litical persecutions that accom¬ 
panied Stalin’s 31-year rule until 
his death in 1953, according to the 
survey. Some 46% agreed that re¬ 
pressions were “definitely” or “in 
some way” justified by the results 
achieved under Stalin, up from 
36% in 2017 and the highest level 
since the question was first posed 


in 2008. Another 45% said prog¬ 
ress under Stalin didn’t justify the 
repressions. 

The March 21-27 survey of 1,600 
people had a margin of error no 
greater than 3.4 percentage points. 
An increase of 12 percentage 
points in the proportion express¬ 
ing respect for Stalin explained 
the jump in his ratings this year, 
while there’s been a gradual de¬ 
cline of Russians with indifferent 
or negative attitudes toward him, 
according to Levada. 
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Man charged for tossing 
iguana inside restaurant 

fV |J PAINESVILLE — Au- 
thorities said a custom¬ 
er at an Ohio restaurant pulled out 
a turquoise iguana from under his 
shirt, swung it around and threw 
it at the manager. 

Police said the Madison man 
walked into Perkins Restaurant in 
Painesville, about 30 miles north¬ 
east of Cleveland, on Tuesday. 
He laid down in a booth, threw a 
menu at a waitress then threw the 
lizard at the manager who tried to 
talk to him. 

Authorities did not say what 
provoked the attack. 

Records show bond has been 
set at $10,000 for Arnold Teeter, 
49. He’s been charged with ani¬ 
mal cruelty, disorderly conduct 
and resisting arrest. 

Police say the iguana they 
named “Copper” has a fractured 
leg. 

Police: Goose attacks 
2 people in parking lot 

■ r.\n FISHERS — Subur- 
I Irl ban Indianapolis police 
warned people to give plenty of 
room to geese after one attacked 
two people in a parking lot. 

The Fishers Police Depart¬ 
ment said the two people suffered 
minor injuries in the parking lot 
of the city’s Walmart. Sgt. Tom 
Weger said one suffered a bite 
mark on an arm. 

Weger says the two didn’t inten¬ 
tionally approach the goose, but it 
attacked them after they entered 
its vicinity. 

Police: Man called in 
threat to see girlfriend 

KIH/I L0VINGT0N — A 

Iri IVI New Mexico man 
faces charges after police said he 
made a bomb threat to a Family 
Dollar so his girlfriend could get 
off work. 

Lovington police said Aaron 
Gutierrez, 26, was arrested this 
week in connection with a phoned- 
in bomb threat in February. 

According to investigators, 
Gutierrez called in the bomb 
threat to get his girlfriend off of 
work so he could see her. 

Man accused of firing 
pee-filled squirt gun 

P ■ GULFPORT—Authori- 
I L ties in Florida said a 71- 
year-old man filled a squirt gun 
with urine and sprayed a woman 
who was walking her dog. 

Gulfport police said in an ar¬ 
rest report that Joel William 
Benjamin approached the woman 
and squirted her several times 
with urine. 

The report said Benjamin told 
officers he would “do it again,” 
but it was unclear what motivated 
the attack. 

He faces a misdemeanor bat¬ 
tery charge. 

Woman has meltdown 
over chocolate ice cream 

ll/l ST - L0UIS — A 

. 4 # woman who wanted 
chocolate ice cream had a melt- 


THE CENSUS 


$75K 


The estimated amount of damage vandals caused to a Kansas school band room. The Wichita 
Eagle reported that Reno County Sheriffs Capt. Steve Lutz said several colors of paint were thrown 
across the floor, walls and over equipment at Pretty Prairie High School. Several musical instruments 
were destroyed. Officials estimate the vandals caused between $50,000 and $75,000 in damage. 


Sprucing up for spring 

MMI Preparatory School Sophomores Natalie Graham and Morgan Allen paint one of the benches at Freedom Park in Butler Township, Pa., 
during a service project for the school Tuesday. 


down after employees at a St. 
Louis restaurant told her they 
only had vanilla last month, po¬ 
lice say. 

She spit on workers and took 
a baseball bat to the windows of 
a Rally’s restaurant in the Cen¬ 
tral West End after she was told 
they’d run out of chocolate early 
March 27, police say. She broke 
out the windows of the restau¬ 
rant about 2:25 a.m., according to 
authorities. 

She then got in a vehicle and 
split, heading west. 

Authorities are still looking for 
the attacker. 

Rescued abandoned 
puppy is no puppy 

J| SAN DIEGO — A man 
found an adorable new¬ 
born puppy in a Southern Califor¬ 
nia canyon. But that puppy was 
no puppy — it was a coyote. 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 
reported that San Diego Humane 
Society officers received a call 
from the Tierrasanta resident 
who found the abandoned new¬ 
born while walking his dog in a 


nearby canyon. 

The man took it back to his house 
and summoned the officers. 

Upon examination, the officers 
discovered that the newborn ani¬ 
mal was a coyote. 

The Humane Society delivered 
the animal to Project Wildlife for 
care before transfer to a Ramona 
animal sanctuary, The Fund for 
Animals Wildlife Center, which 
rehabilitates and releases native 
wildlife. 

Man charged with 
100 counts of rape 

Jt PINEVILLE — A 71- 
year-old Louisiana man 
has been charged with 100 counts 
of first-degree rape over allega¬ 
tions of criminal sexual conduct 
involving minors. 

The Rapides Parish Sheriff’s 
Office told news outlets that the 
earliest allegations against Har¬ 
vey Joseph Fountain date back to 
the 1970s. 

The sheriff’s office said depu¬ 
ties received a tip on April 1 that 
Fountain was sexually involved 
with juveniles. 


Deputies said an investigation 
found evidence supporting the 
allegations and Fountain was ar¬ 
rested on 50 counts of first-de¬ 
gree rape on April 9. Days later, 
additional victims were identified 
— the sheriff’s office isn’t saying 
how many — and the still-jailed 
Fountain was charged with an ad¬ 
ditional 50 counts of first-degree 
rape. 

Sheriff: Man fires 
shotgun to scare crows 

OR PORTLAND — Au- 
Im thorities said a 66- 
year-old man was arrested after 
firing his shotgun near two Port¬ 
land schools in an effort to scare 
crows off his property. 

The Washington County Sher¬ 
iff’s Office said a teacher at Catlin 
Gabel School in southwest Port¬ 
land reported hearing a gunshot 
and seeing a man run into a home 
with a shotgun. That school and 
another then went into temporary 
lockdown. 

The sheriff’s office said depu¬ 
ties quickly located a man fitting 
the description of the shooter. 


Deputies say Mark Mordini told 
them he fired his shotgun once to 
scare the crows. 

Man who shot, killed 
dog gets jail time 

HH A SPRINGFIELD — A 
1*1 Massachusetts man 
who shot and killed a dog on the 
sidewalk during an argument 
with the animal’s owner was sent 
to prison. 

The Republican newspaper re¬ 
ported that Edwin Harrison, 39, 
of Springfield was sentenced after 
pleading guilty to animal cruelty, 
firearms and drug charges. 

He received six to eight years 
on the gun charges, and five to 
six years for killing the dog, to 
be served concurrently with the 
firearms sentence. 

Authorities said he got into an 
argument with the dog’s owner on 
a Springfield street in November 
2016, pulled out a gun, shot the 
Jack Russell terrier-Chihuahua 
mix, and casually walked away. 
From wire reports 
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Ralph Lauren unveils plastic bottle shirt 



Courtesy of Ralph Lauren/AP 

Polo shirts made from recycled plastic bottles. 


By Leanne Italie 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — Earth, meet 
Polo. 

Polo Ralph Lauren on Thurs¬ 
day launched a version of its 
iconic polo shirt made entirely of 
recycled plastic bottles and dyed 
through a process that uses zero 
water. 

David Lauren, the youngest son 
of the company’s founder and its 
chief innovation officer, told The 
Associated Press ahead of the an¬ 
nouncement that the new shirt is 
part of a broader strategy of fresh 
environmental goals throughout 
the manufacturing process. 

“Every day we’re learning 
about what’s happened with glob¬ 
al warming and what’s happen¬ 
ing all around the world, and our 
employees and our customers are 
really feeling that it’s time to step 
up and make a difference,” Lau¬ 
ren said. 

The Polo isn’t the first of its 
kind. Smaller brands around the 
world are using repurposed and 
recycled materials. In announc¬ 
ing Earth Polo, Ralph Lauren 
committed to removing at least 
170 million bottles from landfills 
and oceans by 2025. The shirts are 
manufactured in Taiwan, where 


the bottles are collected. Each 
uses an average of 12 bottles. 

The shirts are produced in 
partnership with First Mile, an 
organization that collects the 
bottles turned into yarn and, ulti¬ 
mately, fabric. 

The new fibers will also be 
used for existing performance 
wear already made of polyfibers, 
which are popular for their abil¬ 
ity to wick away moisture. 


The Earth Polo went on sale 
Thursday, ahead of Monday’s 
Earth Day, at RalphLauren. 
com and retail stores around the 
world. It comes in styles for men 
and women in green, white, navy 
and light blue. 

The shirts are not more expen¬ 
sive than other Polos. 

Ralph Lauren has taken on en¬ 
vironmental initiatives over the 
years, but it’s putting into place a 


more significant strategy aimed 
at changing both its corporate 
culture and how it thinks about 
the clothes it produces. The ef¬ 
fort includes a new supply chain 
and sustainability officer, Halide 
Alagoz, who said more details 
will be released in June. 

“At the moment we’re refresh¬ 
ing our approach and framework 
around sustainability,” she said. 

Among the company’s other 
goals: the use of 100% sustainably 
sourced cotton by 2025 and 100% 
recyclable or sustainably sourced 
packaging materials by the same 
year. 

Other fashion powerhouses are 
also getting more aggressive on 
the environment. 

Late last year, Burberry and 
H&M were among fashion stake¬ 
holders to sign on to the Fashion 
Industry Charter for Climate Ac¬ 
tion, launched at the United Na¬ 
tions Climate Change Conference, 
COP24, in Poland. The charter 
contains a vision to achieve net- 
zero emissions by 2050. Ralph 
Lauren is not a signatory but is 
exploring the call to action. 

As for Earth Polo, a huge threat 
facing oceans today involves tril¬ 
lions of tiny plastic and chemical- 
covered non-plastic microfibers 
that flow from washing machines 


EUROPE GAS PRICES 


PACIFIC GAS PRICES 


MARKET WATCH 


Country 

Germany 
Change in price 
Netherlands 
Change in price 

Change in price 

Change in price 
Belgium 
Change in price 


Super unleaded 

$3,464 
+9.5 cents 


Super E10 

$3,094 
+8.3 cents 


+31.5 cents 
$3,398 
+9.5 cents 


No change 


Super plus 

$3,715 
+9.5 cents 
$4,275 
+36.7 cents 
$3,649 
+9.5 cents 
$3,636 
+9.5 cents 
$3,266 
No change 


Diesel 

$3,384 
+2.5 cents 
$4,074 
+25.8 cents 
$3,318 
+2.5 cents 


$3,462 
No change 


$3,532 $3,201* 

+9.5 cents +2.5 cents 


Country 

Change in price 
Okinawa 
Change in price 
South Korea 
Change in price 


Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus 

$3,499 
+10.0 cents 

$2,879 
+8.0 cents 


Diesel 

$3,169 
*■3.0 cents 
$3,169 
*■3.0 cents 



* Diesel EFD ** Midgrade 
For the week of April 19-25 


April 17, 2019 


Dow Jones 
industrials 



26,449.54 


Nasdaq 

composite 



Standard & 
Poor’s 500 



2,900.45 


Russell 

2000 



1,567.60 


through drain water, placing 
smaller fish and other sea life, 
such as anemones, at risk. 

Alagoz said Ralph Lauren is 
working with experts who say the 
impact of turning a plastic bottle 
into recycled microfiber is “much 
less than that bottle ending up in 
the ocean.” 

The broader question of biode¬ 
gradability of such fibers remains 
unresolved. 

For Polo Earth, the story is 
about recycling and reusing, Lau¬ 
ren said. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (April 19).$1.1555 

Dollar buys (April 19)..€0.8654 

British pound (April 19).$1.33 

Japanese yen (April 19).109.00 

South Korean won (April 19).1,108.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3019 

Canada (Dollar).1.3388 

China (Yuan).6.7080 

Denmark (Krone).6.6370 

Egypt (Pound).17.1966 

Euro.$1.1250/0.8889 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8459 

Hungary (Forint).284.25 

Israel (Shekel).3.5935 

Japan (Yen).111.88 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3041 

Norway (Krone).8.5113 

Philippines (Peso).51.68 

Poland (Zloty).3.80 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7511 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3556 

South Korea (Won).1,136.56 

Switzerland (Franc).1.0129 

Thailand (Baht).31.79 

Turkey (Lira).5.8096 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.41 

3-month bill.2.38 

30-year bond.2.99 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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Ex machina 



Hollywood is warming to the idea 
of using computers to help write scripts 
and to perform other industry tasks. 
Some think man and machine together 
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Robert W. Hart, Dallas Morning News/TNS 


Customers watch the robotic floor scrubber clean an aisle April 5 at a North Richland Hills, Texas, 
Walmart. Walmart is deploying thousands of robots across the U.S. to assist with menial tasks. 


Meet the Walmart robots 


By Maria Halkias 

The Dallas Morning News 

he robot was late. Fifty minutes late. Or 
was it? 

“It’s autonomous,” said Tyler Bursey, 
manager of the 205,000-square-foot 
Walmart Supercenter in North Richland Hills in 
northern Tarrant County, Texas. “We can’t make 
it start sooner than it wants to.” 

The Bossa Nova shelf-scanning robot stood 
docked to its electrical source in a hallway lead¬ 
ing to the store’s back room. 

Photographers were ready, waiting to record 
the pear-shaped robot with dozens of eyes made 
by San Francisco-based Bossa Nova Robotics to 
start one of two runs it makes every 24 hours. 

At 12:50 p.m., the robot whirs to life and begins 
looking for every store manager’s dreaded inven¬ 
tory problem — out-of-stock items. 

After almost a year of programming and 
testing the robot that checks for empty spots on 
shelves, Walmart is rolling out 300 of them to 
stores nationwide. That includes 25 in Texas and 
12 in Dallas-Fort Worth. 

It’s also purchased 1,500 floor cleaning robots, 
1,200 Fast Unloaders and 900 more pickup towers 
for national deployment. Walmart is spending $11 
billion this year on its global business. 

Walmart is mainstreaming technology to make 
its stores more productive by shifting employees 
from repetitive or taxing work to new jobs, such 
as personal shoppers filling online orders to be 
picked up or delivered to customers. 

Bursey, who volunteered his store as a test lab, 
can quantify the results. He had 300 employees 
before the robots arrived and that hasn’t changed. 
But here’s what has changed. 

In a Walmart Supercenter that carries multi¬ 
ples of 120,000 items, improving the store’s over¬ 
all in-stock rate to 96 percent from 94 percent 
in three months is not a small thing. It’s actually 
huge. 

The awakened Bossa Nova heads through the 
shoe department and over to the diaper aisle. 
There’s a big blue cart parked in its way, left by a 
curbside pickup personal shopper. 

No time to waste, the robot decides it’ll swing 
by later. It heads to the laundry detergent aisle. 

Its bright lights turn on for the camera lenses 
strategically positioned up and down its tower. It 
turns what it’s capturing into data and messages 
appear on handheld devices that store employees 
have with them. 

In between manually fixing the identified out- 


of-stocks, employees can help customers. 

“The associates had to scan the whole aisle 
before,” Bursey said. 

The robot’s message includes whether an item 
is stored on the top shelf and just needs to be 
moved down to customer level or if the product is 
in the storeroom. It’s all good information to make 
work easier, he said. 

It also identifies “true outs,” meaning there’s 
none in the backroom either. That’s when it noti¬ 
fies Fast Unloader. 

Fast Unloader is a stationary robot that scans 
arriving boxes as they’re manually unloaded 
from a docked truck. It has a long conveyor ex¬ 
tending from it, and shorter offshoot shelves come 
out on either side with carts stationed at the ends. 
As boxes move down the long conveyor, they are 
rerouted to their correct cart. 

Without Fast Unloader, it takes nine to 10 
people two hours to unload 2,500 to 3,000 cases 
off a truck. With Fast Unloader, it’s done with 
half as many people. That adds 10 more employee 
hours on the floor, Bursey said, “instead of being 
tied up back here.” 

There’s one special cart for all those “true 
outs,” and employees get the messages on their 
handhelds. 

Bossa Nova’s midnight run helps early crews of 
personal shoppers filling online orders by having 
shelves in good shape for them to pick. Its midday 
run makes sure shelves are stocked for the rush 
of customers stopping in on their way home from 
work, Bursey explained. 

The handhelds also notify employees that a new 
online order needs to be put inside the big orange 
pickup tower, which is actually a vending ma¬ 
chine that dispenses orders when customers wave 
a bar code they received by email. Employees 
are also notified when the order includes an item 
that’s too big to store in the tower, and they meet 
the shoppers when they arrive. 

Besides Bossa Nova and Fast Unloader, there’s 
one other robot in store, and it gets a human 
name. A floor sweeper that store workers call 
Emma cleans one of 60 routes at a time. Though 
programmed to go around obstacles, it can get 
stuck. Emma can text workers a photo of where 
it is, Bursey said. Emma runs about eight hours a 
night and charges all day. The night maintenance 
crew that works alongside Emma is still at least 
six people. So the robot isn’t taking a human’s job. 

About halfway through the shelf scanning, 
employees start receiving Bossa Nova’s results. 

Is the robot ever wrong? “No,” Bursey said. “It’s 
very good.” 
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GADGET WATCH 

Wireless earbuds offer 
top-of-the-line audio 


By Gregg Ellman 

Tribune News Service 

T rue wireless earbuds get 
better and better all the 
time. But it’s going to be 
tough for others to top 
Sennheiser’s Momentum true 
wireless earbuds. 

Momentum is, as the true 
wireless name suggests, a pair of 
cordless headphones that work 
together to pick up auto from 
your device via Bluetooth. 

Momentums are Bluetooth 5.0 
compliant and fit securely with 
comfort. They include four sizes 
of silicone ear adapters (XS/S/ 
M/L) to ensure the right fit for 
the ergonomically designed and 
well-built earbuds. 

Of course, the ultimate feature 
of headphones is sound quality. 
These deliver as well as any, 
probably the best I’ve heard in 
this category. 

Clarity, highs, lows — every¬ 
thing is crystal clear. Even the 
head-banging boom boom music 
my neighbors’ grandson suggest¬ 
ed I try sounded great, although 
it’s not going on my preferred 
playlist. Each ear has an Audio¬ 
phile 7mm dynamic driver. 

Controlling true wireless ear¬ 
buds takes a little getting used 
to, but like anything else in our 
technology-driven world, it be¬ 
comes natural after the first few 
times. Controls for the Momen¬ 
tums are built into the earbuds 
and of course an app. 

Sennheiser’s companion app 
(iOS and Android) helps you 
through the setup, customiza¬ 
tion and sound control. The right 
side headphone controls music 
choices and the left is used for 
hands-free calls. Mic holes are 
in each ear, and voice assistants 
can easily be accessed. 

Along with top-of-the-line 
audio, Sennheiser always gives 
a lot of attention to looks and 
fashion. These have a premium 
black housing, gold-plated charg¬ 
ing pins and polished metallic 
spin ring, which access the touch 
controls. 

The smart pause feature is 
really handy; just remove one 
earbud and the sound stops in 
both. Put it back in, and the 
music resumes. 

An attractive cloth-covered 
USB-C storage/charging case 
is included for two additional 
charges, which can give you 
up to 12 hours total. An LED 
light is on the side of the 
case, so you know how 
much power remains. 

Each earbud has a 


fitted slot in the case, so once it’s 
dropped in, the charging starts. 
The earbuds have a splash-resis¬ 
tant rating of IPX4. 

Online: en-us.sennheiser.com; 
$299.95 



Navitas Semiconductor/TNS 


The Mu GaNFast chargers 
have an interchangeable plug 
head system that converts for 
international charging. 

Slow charging, big and bulky 
is how I would describe many of 
today’s laptop chargers. 

Fast charging and pocket-sized 
is how I would describe Navitas 
Semiconductor’s Mu GaNFast 
chargers. 

Its measurement of 3.5-by- 
2.25-by-.5 inches tells you that 
it’s portable. It also has AC 
prongs that fold out when you 
need to plug it into a standard 
wall outlet. 

As for power and speed, the 
GaNFast has a single USB-C 
connection (maximum 45 watts) 
to deliver charging and power 
up to 2.5 times faster than other 
chargers. The USB-C connection 
is perfect for use with any com¬ 
patible laptop, tablet, notebook or 
smartphone. 

The charger’s interchange¬ 
able plug head system allows it 
to easily slide into two pieces, 
to convert it for international 
charging with the included three 
charging heads. 

Websites refer to the charger 
as the world’s first, thinnest, fast¬ 
est charger of its type. I haven’t 
seen every charger in the world, 
so I can’t back up that statement. 
What I can say is it’s fast, reliable 
and portable, which is all you 
need. 

Other variations of the fast 
charger are available with mul¬ 
tiple ports and different wattage. 

Online: navitassemi.com; $78 





The Momentum true 
wireless earbuds are 
Bluetooth 5.0 compliant. 


Sennheiser/TNS 
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Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time 



Beyonce blows away haters in ‘Homecoming’ 


Beyonce is extremely private, and only 
lets you know what she wants you to 
know, when she wants you to know it 
— typically, in a surprise post on her 
website or Instagram. 

But throughout the years, she’s slightly 
cracked open her door to reveal parts 
of her life and personality — apart from 
what she gives through strong singing 
and extraordinary dance moves — to 
help remind us that though she is epic 
and flawless, she is still mortal. 
“HOMECOMING: A film by Beyonce,” 
which premiered Wednesday on Net- 
flix, captures the human side of the 
superstar singer with behind-the-scenes, 
intimate moments of a mother, wife and 
artist tirelessly working on what’s al¬ 
ready become one of most iconic musi¬ 
cal performances of all time: Beyonce’s 
headlining show at the 2018 Coachella 
Valley Music and Arts Festival. 

Beyonce became just the third woman 
to headline the famed festival, behind 
Bjork and Lady Gaga. Beyonce took on 
the role seriously — as she does all live 


performances — giving the audience a 
rousing, terrific and new show highlight¬ 
ed by a full marching band, majorette 
dancers, steppers and more that is the 
norm at historically black colleges and 
universities (HBCUs). 

The 137-minute film takes it a step fur¬ 
ther to showcase what was happening 
to get to the historic moment: you see a 
mother bouncing back from giving birth 
to twins via an emergency C-section; 
an African American woman embracing 
her family’s history and paying tribute to 
black college culture and honoring black 
art; and the world’s No. 1 pop star 
defying the odds yet again and pushing 
herself to new heights, creating an even 
wider space between herself and who¬ 
ever is No. 2. 

Simply put, Beyonce changed Coachella 
— forever — and performing after her 
is like trying to out-ace Serena Williams 
or dunk better than Michael Jordan: You 
won’t win. 

— Mesfin Fekadu/AP 

• ‘Homecoming’ is now on Netflix. 
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Sekiro brutal, addictive 

Sekiro: Shadows Die Twice is not for the 
timid. As with other FromSoftware games, 
Sekiro rewards methodical approaches to 
its ninja combat, but its difficulty level might 
have less invested players throwing in the 
towel early. The game has a steep learning 
curve: Be prepared to work toward perfec¬ 
tion, and die many times trying. 

• Game review on Page 26. 


Veteran speaks in ‘Code’ 

“Tee” Marie Hanible has been through a 
lot, including the foster care system, teen 
pregnancy and the Marines. She shares her 
experiences in her first book, “The Warrior 
Code: 11 Principles to Unleash the Bada-- 
Inside of You.” It’s a handbook for navigat¬ 
ing and overcoming personal struggles from 
someone who’s definitely been there. 

• Author Q&A on Page 38. 


Eilish the new too cool 

Billie Eilish can’t drive, but she’s already 
steering her music career in the right direc¬ 
tion. The 17-year-old known for her dead¬ 
eyed stare doesn’t shy away from dark 
matter on her latest album, ‘“When We All 
Fall Asleep,” but there are plenty of funny 
bits, too. Eilish is no record company cre¬ 
ation, and she’s also no flash in the pan. 

• Profile on Eilish on Page 36. 


‘Cobra Kai’ 30 for 30 

ESPN’s award-winning documentary series 
30 for 30 has been highlighting interest¬ 
ing people and events in sports history for 
a decade. The folks behind “Cobra Kai,” 
a YouTube show about characters Daniel 
LaRusso and Johnny Lawrence from 1984’s 
“The Karate Kid,” have created a 30 for 30 
that examines the movie’s epic final show¬ 
down: The All Valley Karate Championship 
and LaRusso’s infamous crane kick. Is it one 
of the dirtiest moments in sports history, the 
greatest comeback in fighting, or both? The 
event is of course fiction, but the faux 30 for 
30 piece takes it deadly seriously. 

• Watch it at youtu.be/bf29DTdU10w 

• Actual catalog of ESPN 30 for 30 films 
at es.pn/2TSY50a 
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Sentient screenplays 

Can a computer write a script? Machine learning goes Hollywood 


By Wendy Lee 

Los Angeles Times 

A ward-winning filmmaker Kevin Macdonald has 
directed many movies, including the drama “The 
Last King of Scotland” and thriller “State of 
Play.” But last year was the first time Macdonald 
worked with a script written by a machine. 
Macdonald directed a 60-second Lexus sedan commercial 
using artificial intelligence that relied on tech giant IBM’s 
platform, Watson. The computer produced a script featuring 
a sentient-like Lexus ES that hits the open road, whizzing by 
stunning vistas of shoreline and forests before saving itself 
from a dramatic crash. 

“I thought this was something amazing that had all these 
ambiguities in it and strangeness in it,” Macdonald said. “It’s 
only a matter of time where the formula of what makes up a 
great story, a great character can be learned by a computer.” 

It might sound like science fiction, but the idea of using 
computers to help write scripts and other tasks is gaining seri¬ 
ous traction in Hollywood. Machine learning — where com¬ 
puters use algorithms to sift through large amounts of data 
and often make recommendations — is infiltrating all cor¬ 
ners of the industry. Entertainment companies are using the 
technology to color-correct scenes, identify popular themes in 
book adaptations and craft successful marketing campaigns. 
Even talent agencies are harnessing the technology for sug¬ 
gestions on how to market their stars. 

“These are tools that enable us to make 
smarter decisions,” said Kenneth Williams, 
executive director of the Entertainment 
Technology Center at USC. 

Unlike many Silicon Valley tech compa¬ 
nies such as Netflix or Google, Hollywood 
studios have been slow to embrace artificial 
intelligence and machine learning, at least 
off screen. Cautionary tales of machines 
taking over abound. Think of Hal in the 
1968 film classic “2001: A Space Odyssey.” 

“You have this sort of Armageddon type 
of response to the Orwellian implications of 
computers ruling the world,” Williams said. 

“People get very fearful of any kind of auto¬ 
mation, especially artificial intelligence.” 

But attitudes are shifting — and for good 
reason. It can be hard for a team of humans 
to sort through overwhelming amounts of 
information, such as audience surveys and 
critical reviews, to understand just what 
makes a commercial or movie a hit. Feeding all of that infor¬ 
mation into a machine equipped with artificial intelligence 
— and programmed with a huge database of successes — can 
yield surprisingly prescient suggestions. 

Ask the computer to analyze a plodding script, and the 
computer might ask: “Where’s your chase scene? Why is your 
dialogue so superficial? Why are there too few women on 
screen?” After all, if IBM can make a computer that defeated 
world chess champion Garry Kasparov, why can’t it be a 
critic? 

Machine learning can provide a treasure trove of data on 
why certain movies or TV shows work and why others fail. 
The Entertainment Technology Center last year presented 
analysis showing correlations between a movie’s story struc¬ 
ture and how well it performed worldwide at the box office. 
For example, films that led with action sequences, like the 
robbery in 2008’s “The Dark Knight” or a battle in 2010’s 
“How To Train Your Dragon,” did more than 13 times bet¬ 
ter at the box office on average than films that started with 
memory sequences. 

“We’re not telling anyone what to make,” Williams said. 
“Maybe we’re saying there is a smaller audience statistically 
for this kind of movie and if you want to make this movie, 
maybe make it a little less expensively.” 

To create its commercial, Lexus worked with several com¬ 
panies, including creative agency The&Partnership and mar¬ 


keting technology services firm Visual Voice, whose artificial 
intelligence platform was supported by IBM Watson. The AI 
was fed 15 years’ worth of award-winning car and luxury 
products ads as well as consumer insights data. 

This helped the machine identify what would resonate with 
consumers, which the artificial intelligence interpreted to 
mean limited dialogue and a handful of visually appealing 
scenes, including a winding road that showed water on one 
side and trees on the other. It took location scouts two to three 
weeks to find such a road in Romania. 

“We wanted to create something memorable,” said Michael 
Tripp, general manager of brand communications at Lexus 
Europe. “I believe there is a strong emotional connection 
with the ad because of the way it was scripted.” 

Lexus said the ad, which appeared on YouTube and 
other social media sites in November, helped to boost 
sales of the luxury sedan in Europe 35 percent higher 
than its goal. 

It wasn’t the first entertainment project for Watson. 

The computer was also used in 2016 to scour 100 
horror movie trailers to determine what makes them 
effective. It used that knowledge to create a trailer 
for 20th Century Fox’s horror film “Morgan” by 
selecting different clips from the movie. 

“Together, man and machine create a better prod¬ 
uct,” said Michelle Boockoff-Bajdek, chief marketing 
officer for IBM’s Watson. 

Fox also partnered with Google 
Cloud, the tech giant’s division that sells 
cloud computing services, to analyze 
movie trailers. 

For example, the companies used soft¬ 
ware to identify different aspects in the 
trailer for the 2017 Fox action movie 
“Logan,” factoring in such images as 
the Marvel Comics hero’s facial hair. 

Then it examined other movie trail¬ 
ers on YouTube with similar images 
to gauge what types of audiences 
would go see the “Logan” movie. 

The new technology also can 
pinpoint what stories are resonat¬ 
ing online, isolating particular 
scenes or characters that people 
are most passionate about. 

Wattpad Studios, based in 
Toronto, identifies popular 
stories uploaded to Wattpad’s 
online platform and flags 
them for studios to develop into movies and 
shows. 

Canadian company Entertainment One, 
or eOne, is developing two of Wattpad’s sto¬ 
ries into TV series, including a dystopian 
drama called “The Numbered.” 

Wattpad’s technology revealed a 
burst of user comments around the 
reveal that one of the characters is 
gay, convincing eOne to keep him on 
the TV version of the story. 

“It’s an interesting form of develop¬ 
ment for us — new voices, new points 
of view, a built-in audience from a 
different kind of platform,” said Jocelyn 
Hamilton, an executive at eOne. 

Talent agencies also are experiment¬ 
ing with data crunching. Los Angeles- 
based Creative Artists Agency operates a 
data analytics platform that uses machine 
learning to pull up information on consumer 
behavior. The platform, called CAAintell and 
developed in 2017, gathers data from dozens of 
sources, including social media sites and infor¬ 
mation on credit card purchases. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25 


"Together, 
man and 
machine 
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chief marketing officer 
for IBM’s Watson 


Illustration by Sean MooREs/Stars and Stripes 






Friday, April 19,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 25 


WEEKEND: MOVIE REVIEWS 


FROM PAGE 24 

Agents can then use the data 
to support their recommenda¬ 
tions to studios, such as why an 
actress should be in a film if she 
has a large global following. It 
could also give agents ideas on 
what types of brands their clients 
could represent, based on prod¬ 
ucts and brands their fans like. 

“It’s just building that picture 
around a particular talent,” said 
Steve Hasker, chief executive of 
CAA Global. “It creates a really 
interesting dialogue around a 
set of opportunities that a talent 
might not have thought about.” 

Hasker says that CAAintell is 
not meant to replace agents. 

“If we can provide in real time 
better information and insights 
to our agents, we think they are 
going to be better at their jobs,” 
he added. 

San Jose, Calif.-based Adobe 
is experimenting with using 
machine learning to help mimic 
someone’s voice. Its technology 
can create a synthetic version of 
a person’s voice with 30 minutes 
of their audio. 

“If you have a large body of 
someone’s audio, you can train 
that to make up extra words,” 
said Gavin Miller, head of Adobe 
Research. 

That could make it easier to 
rerecord dialogue without hav¬ 
ing to fly out actors to rerecord 
their lines, although it raises the 
potential for abuse. 

“This question has been 
around for a long time— ever 
since people could edit tape — so 
we feel an added responsibility 
to figure out steps we can take 
to mitigate some of the possible 
misuses of it,” Miller said. 

Computer analytics also can 
examine diversity issues in Hol¬ 
lywood. USC’s Viterbi School of 
Engineering Signal Analysis and 
Interpretation Laboratory, or 
SAIL, and the Geena Davis In¬ 
stitute on Gender in Media used 
face tracking and audio analysis 
powered by machine learning to 
educate studios about how often 
women are seen or speak in mov¬ 
ies, which is very little. 

Studios including Sony 
Pictures are working with the 
institute’s machine-learning 
tools to advance their diversity 
and inclusion initiatives. The 
goal is “not to tell people what to 
do, but give them a mirror of op¬ 
portunity to see the unconscious 
bias that they have and make 
an active decision on whether 
they intended that,” said Megan 
Smith, chief executive of tech 
firm shift7. “If they didn’t, it’s a 
real opportunity.” 

There are limitations as to 
what machines can do. 

Algorithms can produce 
flawed and biased results if they 
are based on insufficient data. In 
one infamous case, photo catego¬ 
rization software Google Photos 
in 2015 mistakenly labeled black 
people as gorillas because the 
company failed to provide its 
algorithm with a diverse range of 
human faces to analyze. 

USC’s SAIL is also working 
on how to analyze emotional 
sentiment in scripts, but its 
technology hasn’t quite figured 
out comedy yet, said Shri Naray¬ 
anan, SAIL’s director. 

“What is funny and how to be 
funny — that is something tech¬ 
nology is not ready for,” Naray¬ 
anan said. 


‘Breakthrough’ 

Film lifted by flawed, faithful mother 



Fox 2000 Pictures/TNS 


From left: Josh Lucas, Chrissy Metz and Marcel Ruiz are pictured in a scene from 
“Breakthrough,” a faith-based film about a son’s rescue and recovery. 


By Katie Walsh 

Tribune News Service 

In the growing faith-based film industry, 
movies based on the true stories of medi¬ 
cal miracles are ideal fodder. They’re more 
accessible to mainstream audiences than 
Biblical tales or conservative-baiting politi¬ 
cal fiction, and in pitting faith against medi¬ 
cal science, they present seemingly hard 
proof of the existence of God — or whatever 
mystical forces of the universe one might 
believe in. 

“Breakthrough” is produced by DeVon 
Franklin, who produced the medical 
miracle film “Miracles from Heaven,” star¬ 
ring Jennifer Garner. Based on a true story, 
directed by Roxann Dawson and written by 
Grant Nieporte, it’s one of the more authen¬ 
tically moving entries in the genre, powered 
by a gripping performance from “This Is 
Us” star Chrissy Metz. While the power of 
prayer is praised, one can’t help but be truly 
struck by the power of a fierce mother who 
practically wills her son back to health. 

Metz stars as Joyce Smith, the proud 
mother of basketball-obsessed John (Mar¬ 
cel Ruiz), whom she adopted on a Central 
American mission trip with her husband, 
Brian (Josh Lucas). Mother and son are 
going through typical teenage angst and 
emotional growing pains while John tests 
his freedom and questions his identity. 

But there’s no mistaking this mother’s 
love, biological or not, when John suffers a 
catastrophic accident. While playing with 
some friends on a frozen lake, the ice breaks 
and John slips under. He’s submerged for 
15 minutes until rescued by a fire depart¬ 
ment emergency responder, Tommy (Mike 
Colter), who hears a voice that compels him 
to keep sweeping, searching for the boy. For 
45 minutes, John has no pulse, until Joyce 
begins to pray over his unresponsive body in 
the ER. 

“Breakthrough” is fairly formulaic in its 
storytelling of faith, persistence and positive 
thinking. God is represented in gusts of 

‘The Curse of La Llorona’ 


wind that seem to ethereally sparkle, and in 
the sound of voices raised in song. Cinemati- 
cally, there isn’t much of a breakthrough, 
or breaking of a mold, when it comes to how 
these stories are told. 

What distinguishes the film is the daring 
depiction of a complex, flawed, fierce and 
faithful woman. Joyce is devoted to her 
family, but she turns up her nose at the new 
pastor in town, the ultra-hip Jason (Topher 
Grace), with a slick haircut and trendy 
wardrobe. Outspoken and overprotective, 
she admonishes anyone who doesn’t speak 
positivity into John’s environment, refusing 
to hear anything other than “full recovery.” 

It’s refreshing to see a mother in this situ¬ 
ation depicted in all her humanity. It’s more 


inspiring to see someone who isn’t perfectly 
saintly in a film like this, underscoring the 
idea that miracles can happen anywhere, 
to anyone. Whether or not belief or faith 
in a Christian understanding of God has 
anything to do with that is up for the viewer 
to decide. 

The true, tangible miracle here is one of 
a loving community, visualized in a moving 
scene at the end of the film, where Pastor 
Jason recognizes everyone who worked on 
John’s rescue and recovery. It wasn’t just 
God at work, but the loving efforts of many, 
many people. And isn’t that the biggest 
miracle of all? 

“Breakthrough” is rated PG for thematic content 
including peril. Running time: 1 hour, 56 minutes. 


A schlocky addition to The Conjuring Universe 


By Katie Walsh 

Tribune News Service 

What we call The Conjuring Universe has 
become a sprawling franchise of big-budget 
horror-lite spookfests that pull from every 
urban legend, folk tale and ghost story one 
can think of, usually involving vengeful 
feminine spirits and the women with whom 
they do battle. We’ve got hauntings, posses¬ 
sions (“The Conjuring” and “The Conjuring 
2”), creepy dolls (“Annabelle” and “Anna- 
belle: Creation”), demonic nuns (“The Nun,” 
obviously) and now, the ancient ghost of a 
murderous mother in “The Curse of La Llo¬ 
rona,” directed by Michael Chaves, making 
his feature debut. 

Six movies in, there are a few hallmarks 
of the freaky franchise kicked off by direc¬ 
tor James Wan. The films are often set in 
the 1970s and feature dizzyingly long track¬ 
ing shots that give the camera (and there¬ 
fore, the audience) their own set of eyes to 
reveal or conceal the things that go bump 
in the night. The look, feel and dynamic 
movement of the films gives the loosely 
connected series an aesthetic DNA. It helps 
here it’s literally genetic — “The Curse of 
La Llorona” cinematographer Michael Bur¬ 
gess is the son of “The Conjuring 2” cinema¬ 
tographer Don Burgess, and he shot second 



Warner Bros. Pictures/AP 


Linda Cardellini stars as a social worker 
who unknowingly invites a menacing spirit 
into her home in “The Curse of La Llorona.” 

unit footage on that film and “The Nun.” 

The victims of our latest Frightening 
Female Phantom (all these ghosts have the 
same makeup look, don’t they?) are Anna 
(Linda Cardellini), a widowed social worker 
trying to get by with her two kids, Chris 
(Roman Christou) and Sam (Jaynee-Lynne 
Kinchen) in 1973 Los Angeles. When Anna 
checks on one of her troubled clients, Patri¬ 
cia (Patricia Velasquez), she unknowingly 
invites the menacing spirit of La Llorona 
into her life. The weeping woman, clad in 
billowing white garb, has roamed the earth 


since 1673, when she drowned her two sons 
in a jealous rage caused by her husband’s 
infidelity, then drowned herself. Now her 
demonic spirit stalks children to replace 
hers. It serves as a spooky story and warn¬ 
ing tale in Latinx households — behave, or 
La Llorona will get you. 

“The Curse of La Llorona” is a combina¬ 
tion ghost story and haunted house horror 
flick sprinkled with folksy mythology and 
shamanic rituals. It relies heavily on jump 
scares, rather than anything existentially 
terrifying, and there are some leaps in 
magical logic that don’t quite make sense. 

The “Conjuring” spinoffs are like Xerox 
copies — each new iteration comes out to di¬ 
minished returns. The structure, ideas and 
style are there, but there isn’t the same heft 
of themes or slick craft Wan expressed in 
his two “Conjuring” films. “The Curse of La 
Llorona” is middling B-movie schlock that 
goes for the low-hanging fruit: sequences 
you know will end with some kind of jump, 
bump or scream, and jokes that cut the 
tension and indicate everyone here knows 
what’s up. We do. Wail as she might, the 
silly, not scary “The Curse of La Llorona” 
never reaches the operatic heights that the 
best of the franchise can offer. 


“The Curse of La Llorona” is rated R for violence and 
terror. Running time: 1 hour, 33 minutes. 
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Challenge accepted 

Sekiro: Shadows Die Twice an addictive 
adventure with a steep learning curve 


By Christopher Byrd 

Special to The Washington Post 

F rom a rooftop, I watch the armor- 
clad general surrounded by his 
retinue of soldiers. They are 
arranged along the upper half of 
a staircase leading to Ashima Castle, the 
sort of palace you might imagine if you 
were dreaming of samurais. 

Tapping the controller’s right thumb- 
stick, I lock onto a rifleman near the head 
of the group. With the press of a button, 
Wolf, my ninja and the game’s protagonist, 
springs into the air and lands gracefully 
on top of the soldier. Before his comrades 
can react, Wolf finishes him off with a 
swift blow sending a fountain of blood into 
the air. 

I barely pay attention to the spectacle. 
Since the moment he pounced on the 
man, my eyes have been scanning the 
rooftops of the nearby buildings looking 
for a grapple point. Just as the general 
unsheathes his sword and his men begin 
to close ranks, my ninja tosses a rope from 
his prosthetic arm and vaults back onto 
the roofs. 

It’s moments like these — where a me¬ 
thodical approach to even the most routine 
encounters is encouraged — that make 
me adore Sekiro: Shadows Die Twice. Of 
course, being that this is a FromSoftware 
game, there are other moments where 
the difficulty makes me want to toss the 
controller aside and go for a long walk. 

Over the past decade, FromSoftware 
has been feted by the video game industry 
for a string of commercially successful 
and critically praised titles. Their Play¬ 
Station 3 exclusive Demon’s Souls (2009) 


genuinely felt like a revelation when it 
was first released. The sword-and-sorcery 
game was cryptic, hard, and rife with 
interesting gameplay ideas. It was the 
kind of game made for the internet, where 
you could learn about esoteric things like 
how to build the best 
character focused 
around high dexterity 
stats. 

Dark Souls (2011), 
a multiplatform 
release, gave more 
players a chance to 
discover the allure 
of playing a game all 
about overcoming 
what at first (or maybe for a hundredth 
time) seems insurmountable. Hidetaka 
Miyazaki, who directed both games, 
scored another triumph with Bloodborne, 
which switched up the Souls formula 
by ditching shields in favor of gameplay 
centered around dodging and parrying 
enemy attacks. Miyazaki’s latest creation, 
Sekiro: Shadows Die Twice, tweaks the 
formula to such a degree that longtime 
Souls players might be surprised by how 
long it takes them to acclimate to the 
rhythms of the game’s combat. 

In Japanese, Sekiro means one-armed 
wolf. The game’s ninja warrior receives 
his name after he loses his hand in combat 
trying to protect a boy, his master. Wolf 
is nursed back to health by the Sculp¬ 
tor, a man who in his spare time carves 
statues of the Buddha and ruminates over 
the past. The Sculptor outfits Wolf with 
a prosthetic arm that can be fitted with 
different weapons such as throwing stars, 
which are great for shooting airborne en¬ 


emies, or firecrackers, good for startling 
animals. 

My first 10 hours with Sekiro reminded 
me of my first 10 hours with Demon’s 
Souls. Its steep learning curve stared me 
in the face like a foreboding mountain. In 
Sekiro, deflecting is almost everything. 
The familiar stamina bar that appears in 
the upper left corner of the screen in the 
Souls games has been replaced by a pos¬ 
ture bar that fills along the bottom. 

Fighting in Sekiro is focused around 
breaking an enemy’s posture by attacking 
at every opportunity and deflecting their 
attacks. Deflection requires tapping the 
block button just before an enemy lands 
an attack. Simply blocking an attack by 
holding down the block button can result 
in rapid posture damage, leaving one 
increasingly vulnerable. 

The speed at which you must cycle 
between attacking and deflecting gives 
the game a very different tempo from 
either the Souls games or Bloodborne. 
Sekiro feels more demanding to me than 
Miyazaki’s other games, but perhaps after 
30 hours, I’ve yet to find my sea legs. 

To defeat the game’s stronger enemies 
you must not only drain their health meter 
but fill their posture bar, throwing them 
off balance to land a final deathblow. This 
means that a foe with a sliver of life can 
still present a formidable challenge if you 


allow the posture bar to go down. And 
some enemies, like the notorious early 
boss Lady Butterfly, quickly regain pos¬ 
ture if you let up on the attacking and de¬ 
flecting to run to safety and chug a health 
potion. Though the regular enemies one 
encounters in the game are fairly manage¬ 
able, Sekiro’s mini-bosses and bosses have 
led me to scour the internet for tips. 

Still, knowing that the best way to 
defeat, say, an elite samurai is to dodge 
to the left, can only get you so far if you 
haven’t mastered the split-second timing 
to do so. Given how small the attack win¬ 
dows are, I generally doubt that all but the 
most committed players or those with ace 
gaming skills will make it to the end. 

It’s vexing that a game that requires 
such skill on the part of players has 
technical issues. As with FromSoftware’s 
other games, you don’t have to look hard 
to spot enemies whose attacks pierce 
through walls, or notice fluctuations in 
frame rate. To be sure, neither of these is¬ 
sues have sharply dampened my apprecia¬ 
tion for Sekiro, but I very much hope that 
a patch will be released to improve the 
waffling frame rate on consoles. 

I’m slightly obsessed with Sekiro: Shad¬ 
ows Die Twice, though I wish I weren’t. 
Perfectionism is a cruel master. 

Platforms: PC, PlayStation 4, Xbox One 

Online: sekirothegame.com 



More game reviews at stripes.com/games 
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Photos courtesy of Escape Adventures 

Rooms at Escape Adventures take visitors to Egypt, an alien encounter or an abandoned cabin. 
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Escape Adventures, based in Frankfurt, Germany, is owned by Yoda 
Zhang, a game designer with more than 30 years of experience who 
also creates the adventures. 


By Aaron Knowles 

Stars and Stripes 

P uzzles, Aliens, 

Mummies. Oh my! 

If you are looking for 
an exciting and heart¬ 
pumping adventure for you and 
your friends, you should consider 
an Escape Adventure experi¬ 
ence. 

Escape Adventures, located in 
Frankfurt, offers three different 
escape rooms for three or more 
people: Pharaoh’s Curse, the Lost 
Cabin and Alien Escape. Also, 
offered are virtual reality escape 
rooms and VR arcade games. 

All three physical escape 
rooms take about one hour to 
complete, each with completely 
different puzzle types, sound 
effects and incredibly detailed 
environments. 

The Lost Cabin, for example, 
places you in a horror scene on 
a stormy night with bloody body 
parts and who knows what lurk¬ 
ing in the woods outside. 

Yoda Zhang, the owner of the 
escape room and virtual real¬ 
ity gaming facility, is also the 
designer of each of the escape 
adventures. 

Four years ago, Zhang expe¬ 
rienced his first escape room 
which was “a white room, with 
Ikea furniture and notes on 


paper.” To him, it was fun, but 
with more than 30 years of 
game design experience and 
education, he wanted to create 
something better. 

The most recent addition to 
Escape Adventures is the Alien 
Escape room with sliding doors 
and futuristic puzzles that may 
or may not bring you face to face 
with an extraterrestrial — and 
they do not come in peace. 

An escape experience will 
run you 29 euros (about $32) per 
person, or 24 if you have a group 
of 5 or more. 

Every experience comes with 
a free souvenir cup and soft 
drink refills. 

During the Halloween season, 
actors are added into the escape 
rooms for an added sense of 
terror. 

Escape Adventures also sells 
escape room games that allow 
you to solve puzzles and riddles 
in the comfort of your own home. 

To book a VR or escape room 
at Escape Adventures, you 
can choose a time slot on their 
website, enter your email ad¬ 
dress and reserve windows of 
each activity you would like. It is 
quite easy, and no credit card is 
required. 

knowles.aaron@stripes.com 
Twitter: @AKStripes 


ON THE QT 

DIRECTIONS 

Address: Hanauer Landstrasse 551 60386 Frankfurt 

TIMES 

Open 10 a.m.-lO p.m. daily except for Thursday (5:30 p.m.-lO 
p.m.) 

COSTS 

The VR arena and games are based on time. 40 minutes is 29 
euros (about $32), 60 minutes is 39 euros and 80 minutes is 49 
euros. 

FOOD 

Coffee and soft drinks available on site. 

INFORMATION 

Telephone: +49 69 3085 3950 or +49 175 591 7445 

Online: escapeadventures.de/en/room-escapecenter-frankfurt 

— Aaron Knowles 
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Enjoy Vienna's imperial past, laid-back present 



Courtesy of Rick Steves 


Musical steps at Vienna’s Haus der Musik are just one of the museum’s fun features. 


ack in the summer of 1969,1 
took my first trip to Europe. My 
father, a piano importer, brought 
me to Vienna’s Boesendorfer 
piano factory. Together, my dad and I 
watched the world’s finest pianos being 
built by hand, in hundreds of meticulous 
steps. 

Each hand-crafted piano had its own 
personality. And, as I played a selection of 
new pianos, my dad analyzed the person¬ 
ality of each and matched it to a client’s 
taste back home. Witnessing and enjoying 
this amazing Old World craftsmanship in 
person inspired in me a special apprecia¬ 
tion of Europe — especially Vienna. 

This city’s devotion to the musical arts 
and its democratic embrace of culture 
are inspirational. In the first hours of a 
recent trip here, still bleary with jet lag, I 
stepped out of my hotel to get a feel for the 
city. I walked 50 yards to the open square 
in front of the Vienna State Opera — argu¬ 
ably the greatest opera house in Europe. 
There, on a big outdoor screen, the night’s 
opera (Puccini’s Manon Lescaut — sold 
out, as they all are) was being streamed 
live for anyone to enjoy. In Vienna, high¬ 
brow music is the stuff of daily life. 

Music lovers come to Vienna on a kind 
of pilgrimage. The homes of Schubert, 
Brahms, Haydn, Beethoven and Mozart 
all host museums — but they are small 
and rather forgettable. For the best music 
history experience, I skip the composers’ 
houses and head for the Haus der Musik. 
It’s wonderfully interactive, letting visi¬ 
tors learn and have fun at the same time. 
You can play musical scales with your 
feet on a staircase that functions like a 
keyboard, or try your hand at conducting 
a virtual orchestra. You’ll also find fine 
exhibits honoring the great Viennese com¬ 
posers and lots of actual historic artifacts. 

Vienna was historically such a mecca 
for classical music because of the passion 
and patronage of the ruling Hapsburg 


family. These music-loving royals ruled 
Austria for more than six centuries from 
Vienna, and this imperial legacy makes 
the city one of the world’s most livable 
places. The city center is skyscraper-free, 
pedestrian-friendly, speckled with leafy 
parks and cozy cafes and a joy to bike 

through. Through¬ 
out this compact 
core, the elegant 
architecture and 
opulent facades 
remain from 
when Vienna was 
one of Europe’s 
great capital cit¬ 
ies. 

The old center 
Rick Steves is corralled by its 
grand circular 

Ringstrasse. In the 1860s, Emperor Franz 
Josef had Vienna’s medieval wall torn 
down. He replaced it with this impressive 
boulevard, which arcs nearly three miles 
around the city core. One of Europe’s 
great streets, the Ringstrasse is lined with 
many of Vienna’s top sights. 

For a handy do-it-yourself budget tour, 
you can hop on a tram and make the loop. 
Because this ring road is actually older 
than all the buildings that line it, what 
you see is very “Neo”: Neo-Renaissance, 
Neo-Gothic, Neoclassical and Neo-Ba¬ 
roque. The choice of style seems to fit each 
building’s function. The Austrian parlia¬ 
ment building is Neoclassical — because 
democracy came from ancient Greece. 
The city hall is Neo-Gothic — recalling 
the age when local merchants ran the 
government. The museum buildings are 
Neo-Renaissance — for a spirit of arts and 
learning. And Vienna’s Imperial Court 
Theater (Burgtheater) is Neo-Baroque 
— from the age when opera and theater 
flourished. 

The Hapsburg family ruled Europe’s 
greatest empire from their two luxurious 


Vienna palaces. Schoenbrunn Palace, with 
its expansive grounds standing at the edge 
of the city, was their summer residence. 
Their main palace, the Hofburg, domi¬ 
nates the town center. This imposing and 
sprawling complex grew with the family 
empire from the 13th century until just 
before World War I. 

While the last Hapsburg checked out 
in 1918, the palace is still plenty busy. It 
has the offices of the Austrian president, 
and is home to the Spanish Riding School 
(with its famous Lipizzaner stallions) and 
the Vienna Boys’ Choir — not to mention 
hundreds of government workers. 

And the heart of the palace welcomes 
the public to tour the sumptuous Impe¬ 
rial Apartments. This final wing of the 
Hofburg was built to a standard of impe¬ 


rial splendor as befitting the Hapsburgs’ 
godlike, unquestioned status, even though 
it was already the age of the automobile, 
just a few years before World War I — and 
the end of their long dynasty. 

Now, after losing World War I and its 
empire, Vienna is more laid back. The city 
enjoys the cultural and physical remnants 
of its imperial past as both an inspiration 
and a playground for living well. It must 
be nice to be past your prime — no longer 
troubled by being powerful, able to kick 
back and enjoy the good life Viennese 
style: masterful music, wonderful pastries 
and awe-inspiring art. 

Rick Steves (ricksteves.com) writes European 
travel guidebooks and hosts travel shows on pub¬ 
lic television and public radio. Email him at rick@ 
ricksteves.com and follow his blog on Facebook. 




TOP TRAVEL PICKS 


Stuttgart festival 
celebrates spring 

Each year in early spring, the 
spacious field on the outskirts of 
Stuttgart, Germany, known as 
the Cannstatter Wasen be¬ 
comes a massive fun fair. One 
of the biggest spring festivals 
in Europe offers rides, games 
of chance, food and drink and 
a program filled with special 
one-off events. The opening of 
the 81st edition of the city’s big 
spring fling, known as the Stutt- 
garter Fruehlingsfest, coincides 
with Easter weekend this year. 

Festivities running for three 
weeks kick off at noon April 20 
with the traditional tapping of 
the keg in the “Wasenwirt” beer 
tent. The rides will already be in 
full operation by this time. 

On April 27, weather permit¬ 
ting, some 15 hot air balloons 
will rise high into the skies 
above the Wasen; as long as 
clear skies are in the forecast, 
their pilots will start prepping 
from 1 p.m. and take off at 3 p.m. 
Wednesdays are family days, 
with reduced prices on a num¬ 
ber of games and attractions, 
along with face painting, balloon 
artists and other surprises for 
young visitors. Festivities close 
with a huge display of fireworks 



Karen Bradbury 


Read more about things to do 
in the Europe Traveler blog: 

stripes.com/blogs/europe-traveler 


* 


set to music; these will light up 
the skies at 9:30 p.m. May 12. 

The four beer and wine tents 
on site are a big draw; they 
remain lively until late in the 
evening. Children are allowed in, 
but with some restrictions. 

The fair runs from noon to 11 
p.m. Mondays through Thurs¬ 
days, noon to midnight on Fri¬ 
days, from 11 a.m. to midnight on 
Saturdays, and from 11 a.m.-ll 
p.m. Sundays. Admission is free. 
Online: stuttgarter-fruehlings- 
fest.de/de/home 

Italy looks back 

Those with a soft spot for 
historical celebrations will be in 


their element in Italy over the 
coming days, where all manner 
of commemorations celebrate 
both historical and religious 
events. 

Rome has a big weekend 
ahead. Through April 22, the 
city celebrates its foundation 
with events that look at life as the 
Romans of centuries past would 
have led it. Things to check out 
include exhibitions on topics such 
as women’s fashion, mosaics, 
magic, love, perfumes or legion¬ 
naires. Children can see how 
they fare in a gladiator test that’s 
open to all. A photo exhibition 
showcases previous editions of 
the festival. 

On Easter Monday, the Circus 
Maximus and the Via dei Fori 
Imperiali come alive with a 
historical parade and a re-enact¬ 
ment of characters in historical 
costume. Festivities begin at 
11 a.m. and culminate with the 
reconstruction of the Siege of 
Masada, a battle that took place 
on a large hilltop in modern-day 
Israel back in 73 AD. Online: 
natalidiroma.it/index.htm 

Florence celebrates Easter 
with a bang — literally. On 
Easter Sunday each year, it’s es¬ 
sentially the same procedure. An 
elaborate cart bearing a tower¬ 
ing structure is pulled around 



Courtesy of Thomas Niedermueller 


You never know who you’ll see 
at the Stuttgarter Fruehlingsfest. 
The event in Stuttgart includes 
carnival rides, beer and wine 
tents and many activities. 

the city by two white oxen 
adorned with garlands. Once 
positioned in its strategic spot 
between the city cathedral and 
its baptistery, a rocket designed 
in the shape of a dove is launched 
from the cathedral’s altar and 


crashes into the cart. The tower 
is laden with fireworks, which 
burst on impact. If the fireworks 
go off all at once, it’s believed to 
promise a rich harvest. 

A procession departs at 10 
a.m., and the explosion follows an 
hour later. Entry is free. Online: 
tinyurl.com/yb4rsgfz 

Venice celebrates its patron 
saint, Saint Marco, on April 25. 

It is believed that the relics of St. 
Mark, one of Christ’s disciples, 
were brought to Venice back in 
828 AD. 

La Festa di San Marco is a 
local public holiday, with most 
businesses, schools and work¬ 
places shut for the day. The day 
is also known as the Rosebud 
Festival in reference to an age- 
old local legend, and still today, 
men present the women they love 
with the gift of a single red rose. 

A highlight of the day is always 
the Regata di Traghetti, a boat 
race in which gondoliers com¬ 
pete while carrying passengers; 
be on the lookout for them start¬ 
ing at 10:45 a.m. on the Campo 
della Pescheria in Rialto. 

Other fun things to do in 
Venice on the day might include 
a market visit, checking out 
the local carnival or taking in a 
concert. Online: tinyurl.com/ 
yy6s3twe 
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WEEKEND: FOOD & DINING 



After Hours: 
Germany 



By Aaron Knowles 

Stars and Stripes 

G ood Latin food seems 
like the only thing that 
you just can’t find here 
in Germany. 

But the struggle is now 
over! 

Lucius D. Clay 
Kaserne in Wies¬ 
baden has finally 
cracked the code 
with Latin 
Street. 

Latin Street 
is the hottest and 
newest restau¬ 
rant to hit the 
Wiesbaden garrison 
with their authentic 
Latin food, just having 
their grand opening on April 
8 . 

They offer quick eats like 
tacos, burritos and enchiladas, as 
well as small eats like plantains, 
queso and salsa, empanadas and 
even some tasty margaritas. 

Their homemade salsa is fan¬ 
tastic, flavorful and fresh but not 
too spicy. 

The empanadas are crispy on 
the outside, and soft and flavorful 


on the inside and are even better 
dipped in the homemade salsa. 

The Tacos Carmitas plate was 
great also. Big portions, lots of 
beans, and the rice was seasoned 
and tasty, but everything was 
clicked up a few notches with 
that amazing homemade 
;a. 

Noticing a trend? 
Get the salsa. 

Pair the huge 
outside seating 
area with a 
refreshing 
$5.50 mar- 
garita, and 
summer can¬ 
not get here fast 
enough. 

The only negatives 
about a current Latin 
Street experience are that 
seating is limited to tables with 
3-5 seats. Eating alone can be 
a little uncomfortable, but even 
more so when your only choice is 
a table that could fit King Arthur 
and his knights. 

Also, a basket of silverware 
sitting in the middle of the table 
only brings lots of strange hands 
to the imagination. Who knows 
how long it’s been there? 



Photos by Aaron KNOWLEs/Stars and Stripes 


Latin Street, located on Clay 
Kaserne in Wiesbaden, offers an 
authentic taste at an affordable 
price. Above: crispy empanadas 
with delicious homemade salsa. 
Right: The Tacos Carmitas plate 
comes with plenty of beans. 

Overall, the Latin Street 
experience was great. With 
everything on the menu sitting at 
$3-10, you won’t break the bank, 
and $5.50 margaritas is always 
a plus. Just be sure to drink 
responsibly. 

knowles.aaron@stri pes.com 
Twitter: @AKStripes 



LATIN 

STREET 

Location: Flugplatz Erben- 
heim Bldg. 1214, Clay Kaserne, 
Wiesbaden, Germany 
Hours: Open Tuesday-Satur- 
day, 11-2 p.m. and 5-9 p.m. 
Phone: Tel: +49 (0)611-143- 
548-9472; (314)548-9472 
Online: wiesbaden. armymwr. 
com/programs/Latin-Street 

— Aaron Knowles 


NYC Chinese eatery heats up cultural appropriation debate 


By Terry Tang 
Associated Press 

A New York City restaurant owner who touted her 
“clean” American-Chinese cuisine and de¬ 
rided Chinese dishes as swimming in “globs of 
processed butter,” sodium and MSG is renew¬ 
ing the long-simmering debate about stereotyping and 
cultural appropriation in the restaurant world. 

Arielle Haspel, who is white and a certified health 
coach, told the dining website Eater that she wanted to 
offer modified, “clean” versions of typical Chinese menu 
items. In a now deleted Instagram post, Haspel said that 
a Chinese noodle dish, lo mein, can make people feel 
“bloated and icky.” 

Online critics pounced, including New York Baohaus 
restaurateur and author Eddie Huang who dismissed 
Haspel’s Lucky Lee’s as “the Fyre Fest of food & ‘well¬ 
ness,’” on the restaurant’s Instagram page. 

Haspel’s comments are the latest misstep in a suc¬ 
cession of restaurateurs and TV chefs who have been 
criticized for insensitivity when dealing with food from a 
culture that’s not their own. 

Robert Ku, a professor of Asian American studies and 
food studies at Binghamton University, N.Y., said Haspel 
came off as relying on age-old stereotypes of Chinese 
food being unsanitary or grotesque. It was especially 
tone-deaf in New York City where most locals regularly 
eat Chinese food, he added. 

“These are long-standing tropes that have followed 
specifically Chinese food more than any other cuisine,” 
said Ku, who has written about the cultural politics of 
Asian food in the U.S. “What she’s focused on is health 
and being clean, which implies the others were not.” 

He also said it’s a myth that Chinese-American res¬ 
taurants use MSG. Most cut it out of their kitchens in 
the 1970s because it was so unpopular, making Haspel’s 
reference problematic, Ku said. 

Lucky Lee’s acknowledged the uproar via Instagram 
and promised to listen and reflect on people’s comments. 
But it also denied insulting all Chinese food. 

“Chinese cuisine is incredibly diverse and comes in 



Courtesy of Stratis Morfogen/AP 


Stratis Morfogen’s French onion soup dumplings are 
on the menu at Brooklyn Chop House in New York City. 
Morfogen, who is of Greek descent, doesn’t worry about 
the cultural appropriation accusations his steakhouse 
has received for its Chinese-inspired items. 

many different flavors (usually delicious in our opinion) 
and health benefits. Every restaurant has the right to tout 
the positives of its food.” 

White TV chefs like Andrew Zimmern and Gordon 
Ramsay have been skewered for their respective Asian 
restaurants (both of which also use the adjective “lucky” 
in their name). 

Zimmern last year said in an interview that his Lucky 
Cricket restaurant in Minnesota was saving the souls of 
people who dine at “(expletive) restaurants masquerading 
as Chinese food” in the Midwest. The “Bizarre Foods” 
host later apologized. 

Ramsay, who is British, is opening the Japanese-in¬ 
spired Lucky Cat restaurant in London this summer. In 
a press release in February, the “Kitchen Nightmares” 


star promised a restaurant that would be “revolutionary” 
and “authentic,” but many noted the lack of Asians in key 
executive positions. 

On the flipside, there are chefs who have earned repu¬ 
tations as visionaries for mixing cuisines. Chef Roy Choi 
elevated the food truck when his Kogi BBQ hit the streets 
of Los Angeles in 2008. Choi combined his Korean roots 
with tortillas and came up with 
mouthwatering munchies like 
Korean short rib tacos. 

Being against cultural ap¬ 
propriation doesn’t necessarily 
mean being against anyone 
cooking outside of their own 
ethnicity or culture, said Ku, 
the professor. It’s the line 
between appropriation and 
appreciation where things can 
get tenuous. 

“What people are reacting 
to is saying, ‘For generations, 
Chinese in America were doing 
stuff but they did it horribly. 

As a white person, I can do it 
better,”’ Ku said. 

New York restaurateur Stra¬ 
tis Morfogen, who is of Greek 
descent, doesn’t worry about 
the cultural appropriation ac¬ 
cusations against his steak- 
house for its Chinese-inspired 
items. 

Brooklyn Chop House, which opened last fall, offers 
cheeseburgers, pastrami and French onion soup encap¬ 
sulated in Chinese-dumpling form. Morfogen is collabo¬ 
rating with singer Patti LaBelle to bring the dumplings 
to frozen food aisles later this year, packaged in reusable 
bamboo steamers. 

“If people didn’t move forward or innovate or create 
and fuse different cultures together, the culinary land¬ 
scape would be pretty boring,” Morfogen said. 


What people 
are reacting to 
is saying, “For 
generations, 
Chinese in 
America were 
doing stuff 

I but they did it 
horribly. As a 
white person, 

I can do it 
better.”' 

Robert Ku 

professor of Asian 
American studies 
and food studies at 
Binghamton University 
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Hilary Shenfeld, Chicago Tribune/TNS 



All as planned in 


Hiring an expert to plot trip 
makes for stress-free travel 


Samantha Shenfeld, Chicago Tribune/TNS 


Top: Ron and Hilary Shenfeld pose with their daughter, Samantha, 
outside the Colosseum in Rome. Above: Samantha snaps a selfie of 
her and her parents during a cooking class at Locanda Demetra in 
Montalcino, Italy. 


By Hilary Shenfeld 

Chicago Tribune 


D o you enjoy travel 
planning? Are you 
exhilarated by spend¬ 
ing weeks or months 
scrutinizing every possible hotel, 
restaurant, tour, train schedule 
and other specifics of your vaca¬ 
tion? 

If so, this story is not for you. 
For me, the endless options 
and litany of tasks are stressful, 
exhausting and overwhelming. 
But at least it all pays off with a 
dream vacation. LOL. Even after 
extensive research, I still man¬ 
age to usually end up with so-so 
(or worse) meals, in just OK 
accommodations, getting lost on 
the way to some humdrum tour. 

Scolds tell me those unexpect¬ 
ed scenarios are part of the fun 
and adventure of travel. To them 
I say: Hard pass. 

When my husband, Ron, and I 
decided to visit Italy last spring 
to meet up with our daughter 
Samantha, a college junior on 
a semesterlong study abroad 
program, I thought it might be 
time to try a different approach. 
Instead of agonizing over the 
particulars or turning over plan¬ 
ning duties to my mate, who is 
the type to insist the hotel room 
he once booked is JUST FINE 
STOP BEING SO FINICKY 


despite the sputtering, moldy air 
conditioner and deflated, ratty 
mattress that someone had re¬ 
cently been murdered on (prob¬ 
ably), I called on The Roman 
Guy, a group- and private-tour 
operator in Italy. The company 
had recently added trip-planning 
services to its offerings. 

The Roman Guy charged 99 
euros a day (about $112; mini¬ 
mum fee 495 euros) to plot an 



The Shenfelds made eggplant 
Parmesan during cooking class. 


entire holiday, everything from 
suggesting destinations and 
sights to booking transportation, 
hotel rooms, restaurant reserva¬ 
tions, tours and activities. The 
company will take care of other 
tasks, too, like getting you an 
Italian SIM card for your phone. 
The daily fee covers the plan¬ 
ning; vacationers still foot the 
bill for their expenses. (Since my 
trip, the travel-planning part of 
the company operates under the 
name Finelli & Shaw, but the ser¬ 
vices and fees remain the same. 
Plans are in the works to expand 
to Paris as well.) 

“We take care of everything, 
so you don’t have to worry about 
anything,” co-owner Brandon 
Shaw says. 

The first step was a phone call 
with our Rome-based guide, 
Filippo, who asked what cit¬ 
ies were on our must-see list 


(Rome), whether we preferred 
tours of famous sites or off-the- 
beaten-path activities (both), if 
we might like museums and food 
and wine tours (yes, yes and yes) 
and how we’d like to get around 
(private drivers, trains, vans 
with small groups, buses, water 
taxis and gondolas all got the 
green light). 

We had just a few require¬ 
ments: We needed to meet 
Samantha on a specific date, and 
we requested hotel rooms with 
two separate sleeping areas, so 
we could enjoy some privacy. We 
booked the flights ourselves and 
left almost everything else in 
their hands. 

Filippo suggested starting in 
the north of the country, spend¬ 
ing three days in Venice before 
heading south for two days each 
in Florence and Montalcino, a 
small Tuscan hill town where the 
renowned Brunello di Montalci¬ 
no wine is produced. Next would 
be four days in Rome with the 
final three on the Amalfi Coast 
in Praiano, a seaside village he 
said was a bit less crowded and 
expensive than the towns it sits 
between, Positano and Amalfi. 

A few days after our call, a 
17-page personalized document 
landed in my inbox with a tenta¬ 
tive itinerary accompanied by 
descriptions and photos of rec¬ 
ommended sites, hotels, transfers 
between cities, tours and eateries 
with times already booked. 

Much of what he proposed 
sounded wonderful — but not 
everything. A couple of his hotel 
choices were too expensive for 
us or otherwise unappealing. 

A few of the restaurants didn’t 
look appetizing, and a tour or two 
weren’t to our liking. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 




















Friday, April 19,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 31 


FROM PAGE 30 

I felt like I was driving Filippo 
nuts with my numerous emailed 
questions and revisions, but he 
remained genuinely patient and 
helpful as he cheerfully made 
alternative arrangements to ac¬ 
commodate my tweaks. 

Our final itinerary encom¬ 
passed many major highlights, 
including St. Mark’s Basilica and 
a tour along the waterways of 
Venice; the iconic David statue 
and famous pieces in the Uffizi 
Gallery in Florence; the ancient 
Colosseum in Rome where 
gladiators once battled; Michel¬ 
angelo’s ceiling and other mas¬ 
terpieces in the Sistine Chapel 
in Vatican City; and a boat ride 
to Capri, where we browsed the 
ritzy shops and hopped a ride on 
the funicular, the cable car/rail- 
way that runs up and down a hill. 

The company sent along 
detailed instructions with maps 
and photos of tour meeting spots 

— directions so complete, they 
included how many stops to go on 
the bus, plus a private concierge 
phone number in case we ran 
into problems. 

We followed The Roman Guy’s 
dining advice and sampled 
assorted versions of prosecco 
spritz, the ubiquitous fizzy, boozy 
drink; different types of cic- 
chetti, little bites of snack food 
(loved the pesto spread accompa¬ 
nied by roasted tomato, hated the 
baccala mantecato, a pureed cod 
mousse topped with anchovy); 
pasta dishes galore; and, of 
course, gelato. 

Filippo and the rest of the 
team we worked with sent us 
to places I likely wouldn’t have 
found on my own, places that 
were new to Samantha, as well, 
despite her extensive travels 
throughout the country. 

Many of them turned out to be 
favorites, like the cooking class 
we took at Locanda Demetra in 
Montalcino, where we scarfed 
down eggplant Parmesan and 
pasta we’d made from scratch. 
Another highlight was our visit to 
the Venetian Ghetto, the 1500s- 
era quarters where Venice’s Jew¬ 
ish population was forced to live 
and where five synagogues from 
the period still stand. 

Without their guidance, we 
wouldn’t have visited Civita di 
Bagnoregio, a tiny village we 
could only access via a lengthy 
walk up a steep bridge, or 
Orvieto, a hidden gem in Um¬ 
bria where we stumbled upon a 
lesser-known but still stunning 
cathedral. 

Having a trip planner was 
a relief; we could focus on the 
moment without worrying about 
every upcoming detail. But 
we also could be spontaneous 
because we knew they would 
handle rearranging plans when 
we made last-minute changes, 
like ditching dinner reserva¬ 
tions in favor of fried artichokes 
at Samantha’s favorite place in 
Rome’s Trastevere neighborhood 
or canceling a scheduled day trip 
to Pompeii when we knew we 
were too pooped to enjoy it. 

Ron and I still can — and will 

— plan future trips on our own, 
but the process won’t be as easy 
and stress-free as using a plan¬ 
ner. 

Worse yet, we’ll have no one else 
to blame when we find ourselves 
sleeping on a murder mattress. 
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11:30 - 15:00 & 17:30 - 23:30 
USD accepted - Master Card/Visa 
Tel. 06134- 258928 
Uthmann Strasse 8, Mainz-Kostheim 





* Kaiserstr. 117 
67661 Kaiserslautern-Einsiedlerhof 
0631-99328 

www.cantina-mexicana.com 


Restaurant | Biergatten | Purtysmicn | Buffets 
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HOTEL DIRECTORY 


GERMANY 


ROOMS 


r COURTYARD 

Harriott 


BOHM 

Neue Amberger StraBe 39 
92655 Grafenwohr-096419369-0 
www.hotelboehm.de 
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Vollmoellerstrasse 5 • 70563 
VAIHINGEN - STUTTGART 

BOOK TODAY 0711 730 2300 
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Hotel Forsthaus by Garmisch 

Free Breakfast, Family Apartments,^^_^^^^ 

Hotel Villa'll 

iljljfl 

1 Kirchenthumbacher Str. 36, • 92676 Eschenbach 

Tel.:+49 (0)9645-8444 

1 Email: Hotelamsee@usa.net-www.HotelamSee.de 

Hot Tub, Sauna, Dogs Welcome, | 
American/German Owned, 5 

36 EUR/Person, Double Occupancy, Per Night. 

Tel: 08824-9120 • Email: hotel@forsthaus-oberau.de 
VAT Forms accepted! www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

Just 3 Minutes from Rose Barracks 

Amberger Str. 9 • 92249 Vilseck 

E-Mail: hotel-villa@email.de 

Tel.:+49 (0)9662/42070 
www.hotel-villa-vilseck.de 
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KNOW & GO 



Story and photos by Mary Winston Nicklin 

Special to The Washington Post 


K igali is the cleanest capital I’ve 
seen. No trash littering the 
streets — not one plastic bag 
blighting the landscape. (They 
were banned in 2008.) From our perch on 
the deck at Repub Lounge, we can take in 
views of the lush hills shrouded in bougain¬ 
villea. 

The restaurant is packed. We pop tiny 
fried fish in our mouths, washed down with 
urgwagwa, the local banana beer. Laughter 
fills the room. The live band’s upbeat jazz 
drifts into the night, mingling with the 
birdsong. 

I had come to Rwanda with my college 
roommate to celebrate a big birthday on a 
trip years in the making. We had dreamed 
about venturing to Volcanoes National 
Park to see the endangered mountain go¬ 
rillas munching on wild celery stalks and 
bamboo shoots in their high-altitude realm. 
Swept up in Rwandan music and coffee-fu¬ 
eled optimism, we find that the country has 
much more to offer than the famous gorilla 
treks. 

In vibrant Kigali, we can’t get enough of 


the local coffee, cultivated in the volcanic- 
rich soil around Lake Kivu. 

Rwanda is developing a reputation as 
“the Switzerland of Africa,” not just be¬ 
cause of its rolling and landlocked geog¬ 
raphy but also its safeness and economic 
growth. The government has encouraged 
entrepreneurs by facilitating business 
registration. (It takes just six hours.) And 
the “Made in Rwanda” strategy, launched 
in 2016, has reduced the trade deficit while 
increasing exports. Along these lines, 
we’re smitten with the handicrafts and 
find lovely boutiques like Abraham Konga 
Collections, brimming with the colorful 
baskets found in trendy American stores. 
Gahaya Links, a handicraft company dedi¬ 
cated to women’s economic empowerment, 
has a beautiful showroom and its goods are 
also found at Macy’s. (Much of the popu¬ 
lation still lives in extreme poverty, and 
companies such as Gahaya Links have a 
profound social impact.) 

These scenes are a far cry from the 
Rwanda of April 1994. Twenty-five years 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 33 


Top: Guides lead gorilla treks in Volcanoes National Park in Rwanda where the lush rainforest cloaks the peaks of the Virungas. 
Right: A young gorilla hangs on a vine in Volcanoes National Park. 


Where to stay 

Ruzizi Tented Lodge 

Akagera National Park 
011-250-787-113-300 
wapo. st/ruzizi-tented-lodge 
This solar-powered lodge 
has nine tents connected 
by boardwalk overlooking 
Lake Ihema. Meals are 
a highlight, served on an 
overwater deck with a fire 
pit. From about $195 per 
person, including meals. 
Bisate Lodge 
Ruhengeri, Rwanda 
wapo. st/bisate-lodge 
Run by 36-year-old ecotour- 
ism operator Wilderness 
Safaris, Bisate offers six 
luxurious villas at the edge 
of Volcanoes National Park. 

What to do 

Kigali Genocide Memorial 

KG 14th Avenue, Kigali 

011-250-784-651-051 

kgm.rw 

This museum is also the 
commemorative burial 
ground for more than 
250,000 victims of the geno¬ 
cide against the Tutsi. The 
audio-guide tour takes about 
90 minutes. Open 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. daily, except the last 
Saturday of the month when 
it’s open from 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Free entry; donations 
encouraged. 

Akagera National Park 
Eastern Province, Rwanda 
011-250-787-409-137 
akageranationalpark.org 
With sweeping savannas 
and wetlands, this national 
park is full of wildlife, offer¬ 
ing opportunities to see the 
“big five” (lions, leopards, 
rhinoceroses, elephants 
and Cape buffaloes). Park 
entrance is $35 per person, 
and park guides cost about 
$25 per half-day game 
drive, about $40 for a full 
day. 

Gorilla Trekking in 
Volcanoes National Park 

Kinigi, Rwanda 

011-250-789-052-223 

rwandatourism.com/ 

destinations/volcanoes- 

national-park 

Gorilla trekking in Rwanda 
is an incredible oppor¬ 
tunity to see the highly 
endangered primates. It’s 
advisable to plan your trek 
to avoid the rainy season, 
which runs from March 
to mid-May. Gorilla per¬ 
mits cost about $1,500 per 
person. 

Online: visitrwanda.com 



BsmaHiEi 




Take a photo & post it on FB w/the location. You could win a $30 gift card! 

April 12 - 21 

Check out details at Facebook.com/StripesPacific 
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ago, this small, Massachusetts-size country ex¬ 
perienced a horrific genocide that left more than 
800,000 people slaughtered largely by machete. 
This atrocity took place over 100 days. Half a 
century after the Holocaust, the unspeakable had 
happened again. The United Nations — and the 
United States — failed to intervene in the attack 
on the Tutsi minority by Hutu militias. President 
Bill Clinton has called that inaction one of the 
deepest regrets of his tenure. 

A stop at the Kigali Genocide Memorial is 
a necessary, sobering reminder. Outside, the 
remains of 250,000 victims are buried beneath a 
rose-filled terrace. 

In his book “We Wish To Inform You That 
Tomorrow We Will be Killed With Our Families,” 
the New Yorker’s Philip Gourevitch describes the 
sheer scale of devastation in the aftermath. The 
country was annihilated. No schools, no water, 
no electricity, let alone formal courts to try the 
guilty. Rwanda’s comeback — demonstrative of 
an African-led solution to “reconciliation” and 
reconstruction — is nothing short of miraculous. 

Rwanda now is one of the most talked-about 
tourist destinations in Africa. 

Manzi Kayihura, managing director of the trav¬ 
el company Thousand Hills Africa, says Rwanda 
has sought a sustainable tourism strategy by 
limiting mass-market tourism and focusing on 
projects that will generate more revenue. Public 
and private investment is paying off: Rwanda is 
now also one of the top conference destinations in 
Africa. The gorilla trek has become a bucket list 
item for travelers — particularly Americans. 

We also see Rwanda’s rebirth in game-rich 
Akagera National Park in the east, touching the 
Tanzania border. This vast expanse of savanna 
and wetlands was almost lost in the 1990s when 
it was crowded with fleeing refugees and grazing 
cattle. Today, this unique ecosystem is managed 
by African Parks, a nongovernmental organiza¬ 
tion presided over by Harry, Prince of Wales. 
Tourism is on the rise, particularly among Rwan¬ 
dans themselves. 

We cross the park in a magnificent daylong 
game drive. It’s hours before we encounter 
another vehicle. We spy vervet monkeys hanging 
from trees. Elsewhere, we see zebras, giraffes 
and herds of elephants. (The lions and rhinos 
remain elusive.) Crocodiles cruise through the 
papyrus-edged lakes while hippos bask in the 
shallows with birds on their backs. 


Going for the gorillas 

“Gorilla permits are the country’s gold,” 

Bosco Kayitana, our guide for our weeklong stay 
in Rwanda, tells us on the drive to Volcanoes 
National Park. The price, which doubled to about 
$1,500 per person in May 2017, is a means of 
generating government revenue, with 10 percent 
going back to local communities in the form of 
schools and infrastructure projects. Permits are 
limited to 96 a day. 

As we head north, Rwanda’s pristine landscape 
morphs into an undulating canvas of forest, farms 
and fields of pyrethrum flowers, a cash crop sold 
as a natural insecticide. The Virungas are a chain 
of ancient volcanoes stretching across the borders 
of Rwanda, Congo and Uganda. Rising to nearly 
15,000 feet, these misty mountains are draped in 
bamboo belts and rain forest — the world’s only 
habitat for the estimated 1,000 mountain gorillas 
left. 

Our base for gorilla trekking is Bisate Lodge, 
opened in 2017 by ecotourism operator Wilder¬ 
ness Safaris. From park headquarters in the early 
morning, small groups (limited to eight people) 
are allocated to guides based on ability and dif¬ 
ficulty of trek. To minimize disturbances, visitors 
are allowed a one-hour interaction a day with 
each habituated gorilla group. Expert trackers 
locate the groups — and share tales of how goril¬ 
las can recognize them individually and even hold 
grudges for days if they mess up the protocol. 

Our tete-a-tete with the gorillas of the Ama- 
horo, or “Peace,” group is even more rewarding 
after we endure a steep hike through slippery 
mud and waist-high stinging nettles. (Bisate 
Lodge provides gaiters and protective gloves.) 
After breaking through the vegetation, we are 
treated to vistas sweeping across to Congo. Here, 
the gorillas bask in the sun on the mountainside. 

We’re struck by the gorillas’ curiosity and their 
family dynamics. The enormous silverback gently 
plays with a baby, illustrating what renowned pri- 
matologist Dian Fossey said “dispels all the King 
Kong mythology.” 

It’s a moment charged with spirituality. A 
peaceful, meditative hour in the Jurassic-like 
jungle passes like a dream. 

Before leaving Bisate Lodge, we are each 
invited to plant an African redwood tree. Jimmy, 
one of the lodge’s resident agronomists, leads us 
to the area where they’ve already planted more 
than 25,000 seedlings. We plunge our hands into 
the rich, volcanic earth and dig. 



Mary Winston NicKLiN/For The Washington Post 

Pyrethrum flowers are cultivated in Rwanda as a cash crop sold as a natural insecticide. 
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The FunWay at Washington Dulles International Airport features a 
smiling “Tommy Tower” kids can climb. 


Children’s play areas 
taking off at airports 


By Vicky Hallett 

Special to The Washington Post 

Something was missing at 
Washington Dulles Interna¬ 
tional Airport, realized customer 
service manager Dennis Hazell. 
For grown-ups, the concourses 
offered sports bars and duty¬ 
free shops. For dogs, “pet relief 
areas” beckoned with fake fire 
hydrants on artificial grass. But 
for the youngest travelers, there 
was zilch, nothing. 

“We had forgotten a huge 
part of our customer base,” says 
Hazell, who saw kids getting out 
their preflight wiggles by crawl¬ 
ing beneath seats and leaping 
over luggage. 

That changed with the arrival 
of the FunWay, an indoor play 
area sponsored by NASA that 
turns three years old in August. 
Thousands of visitors have hung 
out by gate B70 to scramble over 
its squishy foam airplanes and 
the smiling “Tommy Tower.” 

Parents have long seen the 
need for kid-friendly spaces like 
these, and they’re finally taking 
off, according to Jeff Williamson, 
business development director 
for Playtime, the Denver compa¬ 
ny behind the Dulles FunWay. In 
the past 15 years, Playtime has 
installed more than 50 airport 
play areas in cities around the 
world, including Beijing, China, 
and Calgary, Canada. 

Chances are, the Tovmasyan 
family has spent time at many of 
them. 

“We travel a lot — more than 


we want to,” Mari Tovmasyan 
says. 

Her husband Hayk’s job with 
the U.S. Army means they’ve 
bounced around the world with 
their two sons, ages 3 and 5. For 
now, they’re based in Vicenza, 
Italy. Mari Tovmasyan always 
researches kid stuff at each 
airport along the way whenever 
they book a trip. 

“Connecting flights are the 
most important,” she says. 

Knowing that families often 
select flights based on these 
offerings, some airports are 
going above and beyond. Take, 
for example, Germany’s Munich 
Airport, located next to a visitors 
park with a playground, mini 
golf and vintage aircraft to ex¬ 
plore. Each November, a winter 
market pops up between its two 
terminals. 

But the big draw for fami¬ 
lies, notes Philipp Ahrens, the 
airport’s head of center manage¬ 
ment, is Kinderland, a dropoff 
day-care facility for ages 3 to 10. 
Kids can jump in a ball pit, build 
at a Lego station, make crafts or 
get a glitter tattoo. 

The world’s most kid-friendly 
airport? It’s probably Changi in 
Singapore, where you can spend 
a layover wandering at a butter¬ 
fly garden, creating a woodblock 
print, feeding koi fish, or climb¬ 
ing around Chandelier, a five- 
story red net structure. On April 
17, the airport will open a new 
building with a 130-foot indoor 
waterfall, giant trampolines, 
hedge mazes and puffs of mist. 
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Closure is coming 


‘Game of Thrones’ fans who’ve seen - and read - it all begin 
winding road to conclusion of George R.R. Martin's hit fantasy series 


By Andrew Dalton 

Associated Press 

D evoted “Game of 
Thrones” fans 
who’ve watched 
and re-watched all 
73 episodes of the 
HBO series, and read and reread 
all 4,000 pages of the books by 
George R.R. Martin, will at long 
last get the ending they’ve craved 
with the series’ eighth and final 
season that started last weekend. 
But will it be the “real” ending? 
The plotlines of the show 
have long since shot past what’s 
in Martin’s books, whose own 
finale might be many years away. 
While the endings will likely be 
similar, Martin, the master of 
this universe, could take a very 
different path to get there, mak¬ 
ing the coming end of the HBO 
show with its showdown between 
the humans of Westeros and the 
invading White Walkers possibly 
just a preview. 

For some, it all just means 
twice the fun. 

“It doesn’t bother me. I don’t 
think they need to be one and the 
same,” said Adonis Voulgaris, a 
fan of both formats who lives in 
San Francisco. “For me, it just 
means more content I get to im¬ 
merse myself in.” 


“It doesn’t seem any less 
planned out to me,” Stachler said. 
“It’s absolutely a continuation of 
his vision.” 

Other readers feel the show- 
runners’ vision and style have 
taken over. 

“I think you’ve seen that in 
the last couple of seasons where 
you don’t have the book as guide, 
you just go from one big event to 
another to another, without that 
feeling of the backstory,” said Ga- 
briela Perez, 44, of Mexico City. 

But the quibbles seem to go out 
the window when it comes to the 
giddy anticipation that comes 
with the six episodes, most run¬ 
ning well over an hour, that make 
up the final season. 

“Oh, I’m still super excited,” 
Perez said. “I want to know what 
this version of the ending is.” 


The show premiered in 2011, 
the same year Martin’s fifth 
book in his “A Song of Ice and 
Fire” series was released. Fans 
have been waiting, and wait¬ 
ing, and waiting, for the sixth, 
“The Winds of Winter,” ever 
since, and many wonder whether 
the 70-year-old author will live 
long enough to finish all seven 
planned books in the series. 

“George is not a fast writer,” 
said book and show devotee 
Andrew Stachler, 44, of South 
Pasadena, Calif. “So if you were 
following along, I think it was 
pretty evident early 


was going to 
get ahead 
of the 
books.” 


That did indeed happen, and by 
season six, warrior and king-in- 
the-making Jon Snow had been 
resurrected and went back to 
trying to save the world, while 
he still lies stabbed to death in a 
mutiny in the books. 

Martin, an executive producer 
on the TV series who has writ¬ 
ten episodes but is sitting this 
season out while he works on the 
book, gave HBO showrunners 
David Benioff and D.B. Weiss an 
outline of where his long-planned 
plot goes, including the fates of 
characters like Snow, Daenerys 
Targaryen and Arya Stark. 

Armed with that roadmap, 
Benioff, Weiss and other writ¬ 
ers have been telling the tale 
without books to back 
them. Fans are divided 
about the results, and 
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‘What you feed grows’ 

Crushing on a coworker when you’re married is normal — just don’t act on it 


By Danielle Braff 

Chicago Tribune 

Y ou’ve been in a relationship for years. 

Maybe you’re even married. And out of 
nowhere, you’re crushing on your coworker, 
your friend or even your neighbor. The 
shock! The horror! 

Actually, don’t stress at all. Just because you’re not 
a teenager anymore doesn’t mean you’re not entitled 
to a crush or three. Crushes are totally normal. 

“People are appealing, and attraction is never lim¬ 
ited to the person we are with,” said Sherrie Camp¬ 
bell, Los Angeles-based psychologist and author of 
“But It’s Your Family.” But, she added, “we can all 
look at the menu and not order: It is only bad if we are 
unhappy in our relationship and we veer from it with 
a crush and lose our integrity.” 

Caroline Wilkerson, 36, an acupuncturist who lives 
in River Forest, Ill., said she’s always had crushes, 
with one in particular that affected her strongly dur¬ 
ing her marriage. He was a coworker, and they joked 
around, chatted and connected on many levels. 

But, Wilkerson knew that she needed to keep this 
on crush level. 

“What you feed grows,” she said. 

So she told her husband about her workplace crush, 
they talked about it, and her feelings toward her 
coworker dissipated. 

“What you do about it is what’s important,” Wilk¬ 
erson said. “If you continue to try to be around that 
person and to feed your fantasies, it has way more 
potential to become a real thing. But especially if the 
feeling is obviously mutual, there’s nothing wrong 
with harmless flirting here and there as long as 


you’re mature about it and you address it.” 

Even science says so. 

A study in the Journal of Sex and Marital Therapy 
found that 70 percent of women who are married or 
who are in relationships have crushes. And those are 
the women who admitted it. The researchers said that 
this is fine and normal. After all, how can you turn off 
your attraction meter to everyone just because you 
commit to one person? 

Women aren’t the only gender that is crushing. 

A study published in the journal Archives of Sexual 
Behavior found that men are visually stimulated by 
faces they’ve never seen before, and are aroused by 
the idea of someone new. See that woman again, and 
they’re not as attracted to her, the study found. 

There are a few factors at play. 

People get involved in relationships for a variety of 
reasons, including geographical proximity, stability, 
emotional connection and other factors beyond strong 
attraction, said David Bennett, counselor, author and 
relationship expert in Ohio. 

A crush, however, is a strong attraction to someone. 

“So just because you have a strong crush on some¬ 
one doesn’t mean you would choose to be with that 
person,” Bennett said. “It also means that you could 
be content in a relationship with someone who isn’t 
your crush.” 

Sometimes, however, a crush isn’t healthy. 

If it’s so intense that it disrupts your relationship, 
then it’s obviously a problem. But there are also more 
subtle signs. 

These include constantly comparing your cur¬ 
rent partner with your crush or being on the edge of 
cheating — such as constantly flirting or emotionally 
cheating, Bennett said. 


Though attraction to another person is natural 
and somewhat uncontrollable, what you do about it is 
totally within your control, said Holly LaBarbera, a 
licensed marriage and family therapist in California. 

If you do have a crush, she suggests letting your 
partner know. Sharing that information can build 
trust and intimacy, as can sharing any vulnerable 
thought or feeling. 

Alternatively, keeping the crush a secret is just as 
problematic as any secret. 

“For one thing, it can cause you to feel shame about 
it, when the feelings are mostly out of your control,” 
LaBarbera said. “For another, secrets become titil¬ 
lating and may make you more likely to think more 
about your crush and possibly even take action you’ll 
regret.” 

If telling your partner about your crush isn’t an 
option, LaBarbera suggests talking about it with 
a trusted friend. This serves the same purpose of 
normalizing it and helping you to not act on your feel¬ 
ings, she said. 

In the future, it’s advisable to recognize the value 
of the relationship you’re in, said Christie Tchark- 
houtian, senior matchmaker with Three Day Rule. 
Crushes often come with a “grass is greener” mental¬ 
ity, and you might begin thinking that because that 
other person is representing something you feel is 
lacking in your current relationship, he or she seems 
to be a better choice. 

“As we see in social media usage, someone else’s 
highlight reel always seems better than our real life,” 
Tcharkhoutian said. “The reality is, if you were to 
pursue your crush outside of your relationship, they 
would have flaws up close, as well.” 

Turns out, nobody’s perfect. Not even your crush. 
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At 17 

years old, Billie Eilish already 
owns her dream car: a matte- 
black Dodge Challenger that she 
pointed to with pride as it sat 
parked in front of a Burbank, 
Calif., rehearsal studio. 

“Dude, I love it so much,” she 
said, squinting in the afternoon 
sun. “I’ve been obsessed with it 
since I was like 12.” 

The problem? With a job that 
demands nearly every one of her 
waking hours, America’s newest 
pop star hasn’t found the time to 
secure her driver’s license. 

Given the speed at which her 
career is moving, it figures that 
Eilish — whose learner’s permit, 
she clarified, allowed her to drive 
here with her mom as a watch¬ 
ful passenger — didn’t wait to 
be properly credentialed before 
acquiring the wheels she wanted. 

After all, it was late 2015 when 
the singer, then 13, posted her 
debut single on SoundCloud, the 
do-it-yourself streaming platform. 

Now, a mere 3 V 2 years later, she 
has scored a No. 1 album — with 
the second-biggest opening of 
2019, according to Billboard, 
behind Ariana Grande’s “Thank 
U, Next” — and a prime per¬ 
formance slot at last weekend’s 
Coachella festival in Indio, Calif. 

In truth, Eilish’s rapid ascent 
has come with help from the pow¬ 
ers that be. 

Interscope, which signed her 
at 14, bought the Challenger last 
year for her birthday, she re¬ 
vealed somewhat sheepishly. The 
major label also has given a major 
push to her instant-smash album, 
“When We All Fall Asleep, Where 
Do We Go?” 

Eilish is an increasingly rare 
example of the old-fashioned 
process known as artist develop¬ 
ment, in which a record company 
spends time and money — neither 
as plentiful as it used to be — cul¬ 
tivating an exceptional talent. 

Yet her secret weapon is that 
her music doesn’t feel like a 
carefully honed product of that 
system. 

Morbid but funny, tender yet 
wise, “When We All Fall Asleep” 
presents an idea of teen pop 
dramatically different from those 
embodied by the many young 
women who’ve come before her. 

Her music addresses death and 


depression along with the prom¬ 
ise (and the torment) of fresh 
romance; her songs put minimal 
beats under whispery vocals that 
never even approach Christina 
Aguilera-style belting. 

And at a moment when rock has 
ceded its youth-culture promi¬ 
nence to hip-hop, Eilish describes 
the influence of dramatic guitar 
bands like Flyleaf, Hawthorne 
Heights and Nirvana — the last of 
whose Dave Grohl recently said 
that Eilish’s energy reminds him 
of Nirvana’s during the “Smells 
Like Teen Spirit” days. 

Despite Interscope’s involve¬ 
ment, the singer comes across as 
someone adhering to an intensely 
personal vision, which has cre¬ 
ated an intimate bond between 
her and her fans. 

“this album is the world to me 
please take care of it,” she wrote 
on Instagram when the record 
came out late last month. 

Eilish made “When We All 
Fall Asleep” with her 21-year-old 
brother, Finneas, in their parents’ 
house in Highland Park, Calif.; 
both kids were home-schooled by 
their parents, Maggie Baird and 
Patrick O’Connell, who worked 
as actors and encouraged the 
children to pursue their artistic 
passions. 

In that spirit, Eilish learned 
to sing as a member of the Los 
Angeles Children’s Chorus, which 
is why she now has “no chest 
voice at all,” she said as she sat on 
a picnic bench outside the studio. 
She wore baggy pants and a lime- 
green shirt emblazoned with the 
name of a pet-supplies distribu¬ 
tor; Baird, who travels with her 
daughter as a kind of guardian- 
assistant hybrid, set a large stack 
of photos on the table and asked 
her to sign them while we talked. 

“I told the label there’s no way 
we’re going to get all 3,000 done,” 
Baird said. “But whatever.” 

In her music and especially 
her videos, Eilish is drawn to 
unsettling imagery, as in the clip 
for her song “Bury a Friend,” in 
which disembodied hands poke 
needles into her back. 

With a laugh, she said she’s 
“not trying to be Billie Eilish, the 
scary girl.” And indeed, along 
with the dark stuff, her album 
contains broadly comedic bits, 
including one song that samples 
“The Office.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 37 
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WEEKEND: MUSIC REVIEWS 


Billie Eilish 

When We All Fall Asleep, 

Where Do We Go? (Interscope) 

If being a teenager is so often 
such a torturous living hell, 
why is teen pop such a slick, 
smoothed-over and artificial 
enterprise? Because sex and 
romance and escapism sell, I 
suppose. But so can alienation 
and awkwardness and uncertain¬ 
ty when packaged in a properly 
appealing way. 

That’s where Billie Eilish 
comes in. “The pop icon who de¬ 
fines 21st-century teenage angst” 

— that’s according to the Guard¬ 
ian — is a 17-year-old California 
songwriter who makes home¬ 
made, woozy, deceptively accom¬ 
plished goth-electro songs with 
the aid of her actor-musician 
older brother, Finneas O’Connell. 
Eilish was already fabulously 
popular before this big-question- 
pondering debut album came out 

— the often blue-haired song¬ 
writer started gathering com¬ 
mercial steam when her “Ocean 
Eyes” debut single went viral in 
2016, and, along with hundreds 
of millions of song streams, she’s 
acquired 16 million Instagram 
followers. (And because she’s a 
little devilish, she follows 666 

FROM PAGE 36 

But part of her success 

— which follows that of such 
proudly moody artists as the 
Weeknd and Lana Del Rey — is 
connected to the way she uses 
her dead eyes to register her 
distaste for the shiny-happy cus¬ 
toms of traditional pop stardom. 

She provided a great example 
on last month’s televised iHeart- 
Radio Music Awards when a 
camera found her unimpressedly 
sucking a lollipop as Halsey ac¬ 
cepted a prize onstage. 

“It looked like I was having the 
time of my life, right?” she asked 
me before saying that she’d also 
brought a Ring Pop and a Jolly 
Rancher to the show. 

“I knew I was about to be 
bored out of my mind.” 

The reaction shot underscored 
something else, which is how 
quickly pop moves today. At 24 
years old, Halsey almost certain¬ 
ly intimidates the likes of Katy 
Perry and Justin Timberlake, 
who no longer speak to young 
listeners the way they once did. 
But here, in teenage Eilish, was 
someone to make even Halsey 
feel old. Eilish frowned at that. 

“Everybody’s always trying 
to make everybody compete,” 
she said. “They’re like, ‘Billie’s 
album might pass Ariana’s.’ But 
just stop. I don’t care. I don’t 
want to hear that Billie Eilish is 
the new Lana Del Rey. Do not 
disrespect Lana like that! That 
woman has made her brand so 
perfect for her whole career and 
shouldn’t have to hear that.” She 
paused. 

“I don’t want to hear that 
somebody’s the new Billie Eilish 
in a couple of years.” 

Yet that’s how pop works, of 
course. And as skillfully as she’s 
diverged from a Britney Spears- 
style path, Eilish is still subject 
to the same laws of gravity that 
govern the form. 

Which is why — in addition to 
tweeting and showing up on tele¬ 
vision and autographing (almost) 




other users.) The speed with 
which the Los Angeles daughter 
of two actors who has perfected a 
Marilyn Manson dead-eye stare 
has become successful has led 
to the suspicion that she’s a mere 
industry creation. Not so. “When 
We Fall Asleep” is a thoroughly 
assured effort cloaked in dark¬ 
ness and sputtering effects that 
features spot-on songwriting at 
its core, along with the occasion¬ 
al ukulele and a say-no-to-drugs 
message on “Xanny.” Parents, 
don’t be concerned your daugh¬ 
ters are listening to this disturb¬ 
ingly disaffected new music. 
Instead, congratulate them on 
their good taste. 

— Dan DeLuca 
The Philadelphia Inquirer 

3,000 pictures of herself — Eilish 
is spending much of the rest of 
the year on the road, solidifying 
her audience city by city and 
concert by concert. In Los Ange¬ 
les, she’ll play three gigs in July 
(at the Shrine Expo Hall and the 
Greek Theatre); all of them have 
already sold out. 

Eilish is proud of the effort 
she’s put into her music, although 
she says she’s struggled with 
professionalizing something 
that began for her as a form of 
therapy. 

“It’s a gross feeling when the 
one thing that made you feel safe 
has been made into a job,” she 
said. 

Her growing celebrity has also 
complicated her relationships. 

“It’s hard to make friends 
when you can’t go out to lunch” 
without getting mobbed, she 
said. “I can invite someone over, 
but that’s giving them my ad¬ 
dress. They’ll see my car with 
my license plate. They could take 
a picture of me in my room while 
I’m changing and blackmail me.” 

Even snapping a photo in pub¬ 
lic requires consideration of a 
person’s motives. “They could be 
posting a picture and tagging me 
because they like me,” she said. 
“But they could be using me too 
to get recognition. 

“I can’t tell you how much I 
hate having to think about that. 
But I do have to.” 

All of this makes it easy to 
understand why Eilish holds her 
family so close at an age when 
many are leaving the nest. 

Occasionally, she chafes at 
having her parents around, as 
any 17-year-old would. But other 
artists are always telling her how 
lucky she is, and she’s chosen to 
go along with that. 

“Besides, it’s not like I can 
drive anywhere by myself,” she 
said with a laugh, referring to 
her nonexistent license. 

“Though I should have it this 
month,” she added. “So don’t feel 
too sorry for me.” 



T he traditions of folk and 

bluegrass style might seem 
all but dead — gone are 
the days of murder ballads, 
tunes written on horseback and 
songs yearning for life out west. 
Gone are those days, unless you are 
folk-rock duo Shovels & Rope. 

“By Blood” is a 10-track album 
that stays true to the heritage of folk 
and bluegrass music in theme and 
style, while adding Shovels & Rope’s 
own spin and a rockabilly edge. 

The duo of Cary Ann Hearst and 
Michael Trent display a tightness on 
the album that transcends typical 
bandmate cohesion. Married for 
a decade, the two are perfectly in 
step on every track, filling the space 
between one another with Trent’s 
gravelly voice and Heart’s coarse, 
yet salient, vocals. 

On the bluegrass and folk song¬ 
writing side, there’s “Pretty Polly,” 
“Hammer,” “Mississippi Nuthin’” 
and “C’mon Utah!” All adhere to the 
storytelling style of the genre. 

“C’mon Utah!” is a battle cry on 
horseback during a journey out 
west. “Pretty Polly” tells the tale 
of a woman he couldn’t let go and 
couldn’t let stay, so he “buried pretty 
Polly in a poor pathetic grave.” 

“Mississippi Nuthin’ ” is a clev¬ 
erly honest ballad about a narrator 


down on luck, reminding a friend of 
what they’ve been through together. 
“Maybe I’m just the blue-collar 
version of you,” the duo sings, “but 
I’ve got a plan that’s gonna turn it all 
around.” 

“Hammer” is a stomping, fiddle- 
infused labor song, respecting the 
convention of country to honor hard 
work and perseverance. “They shut 
my water off / I’ve got a nasty cough/ 
But I’m out here every day with my 
hammer.” 

With harmonica solos, thunder¬ 
ing drums and energetic riffs, “By 
Blood” is an upbeat record that still 
makes time for somber moments. 
The songwriting on “Good Old 
Days” and “Carry Me Home” is hon¬ 
est and raw, from the former’s self- 
loathing (“I hate myself a little more 
each day”) to the latter’s admission 
of desperation (“I’m no good when 
I’m alone / I’m burned down to the 
bone”). 

While not everyone can relate to 
riding horseback to Colorado, there 
are themes of struggle, desperation 
and determination on the album that 
are universal. Times may be chang¬ 
ing, but Shovels & Rope prove that 
folk themes still have a place. 

— Ragan Clark 
Associated Press 



Shovels & Rope 

By Blood (Dualtone) 


Scottish rock band Idlewild al¬ 
ready has one comeback album in its 
catalog — 2015’s “Everything Ever 
Written” — but four years on, their 
sparkling “Interview Music” sounds 
like an even more complete return. 

Once hailed for an “unsafe at any 
speed” enthusiasm, it wasn’t long 
before Idlewild expanded its palette 
and “Interview Music,” its eighth 
album, adds more tones and hues 
— some vivid, others pastel. 

First single “Dream Variations” 
has one foot in each world, with 
glowing lead and background vocals 
offset by a loud, linear guitar. Two- 
thirds of the way in, the song breaks 
down into a psychedelic kaleido¬ 
scope, as Roddy Woomble sings his 
lyrics about dreams as if he’s in one. 
The female vocals on “There’s a 
Place for Everything” are an oasis, 
while the title track’s reverberating 
piano and instrumental section are 



Idlewild 

Interview Music 
(Empty Words) 


out of this world. 

Aztec Camera’s elegance comes 
to mind with “You Wear It Second¬ 
hand,” a tune about nostalgia with 
a bitter taste, while a horn section, 
Woomble’s exasperation and stellar 
backing — especially Rod Jones’ 
out-there guitar playing and Colin 
Newton’s drumming — define 
“Mount Analogue.” 

The record concludes with “Lake 
Martinez,” as a piano arpeggio, 
space sounds and musings on “the 
loneliness of the people all around 
you” put the song on its own island. 
It’s practically disconnected from 
the rest of the record, but comfort¬ 
ably so. 

There are plenty of sounds and 
moods to absorb on “Interview 
Music,” and it makes for a refresh¬ 
ing chapter in the Idlewild saga. 

— Pablo Gorondi 
Associated Press 
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Vet offers 'gritty' life advice in 'Warrior Code' 


By Darcel Rockett 

Chicago Tribune 

T awanda “Tee” Marie Hanible 
proudly lists the things that she 
is: a woman, a mother, a daugh¬ 
ter, a philanthropist, a Marine, a 
survivor, and nobody’s hero. But she also 
self-identifies with the moniker “bada— 

A product of the foster care system — 
after her father was killed on a South Side 
street — Hanible came of age in Chicago 
and endured growing pains that included 
expulsion from school, becoming preg¬ 
nant as a teen (and having a subsequent 
abortion), getting shot while hanging out 
with friends, and enrolling in a military 
reform school before joining the Marines. 

Hanible’s 40-year story is laid out in her 
first book, “The Warrior Code: 11 Princi¬ 
ples to Unleash the Bada— Inside of You.” 
Throughout its pages, she gives readers 
tips and worksheets for navigating and 
overcoming personal struggles. 

Hanible powered through her travails 
to lead a life of service — first as a Marine 
gunnery sergeant and now as a founder 
of nonprofit Operation Heroes Connect, 


which pairs at-risk young people with 
servicemembers and veterans as mentors. 
Along the way, the mother of two tried 
her hand at reality TV (Fox’s “American 
Grit”) and won a number of awards for 
her volunteer ef¬ 
forts. 

Now she hopes 
her life experiences 
can help others, 
noting that her book 
“pushes the bound¬ 
aries because it’s 
not your average 
‘you can do it’-type 
book. It’s an in your 
face, gritty, hold- 
no-punches type of 
book,” Hanible said. 
“One that takes you on a journey, and at 
the end of each chapter, this book chal¬ 
lenges you to do the ‘work’ by completing 
short warrior assignments to help you find 
your inner warrior and get past obstacles 
that challenge you.” 

Here, Hanible talks about her Chicago 
past and future plans. This interview has 
been edited for length and clarity. 


Chicago Tribune: What was the impe¬ 
tus for writing the book? 

Hanible: The more time went by and 
the more I spoke out on social media about 
things from my past, the more I started 
to realize that people needed to hear my 
story; people needed to know that they 
aren’t the only ones still trying to heal 
from the emotional scars of their past. 

In the book, you don’t shy away from 
calling out fellow servicemembers who 
stood in your way. Was that difficult? 

No, not at all. Forbes did an article once 
that said “sometimes, even the most self- 
aware people in the world are completely 
unaware of the impact they’re having on 
others. Sometimes a tactful, non-confron- 
tational discussion can help call attention 
to the matter.” Well, sometimes you can be 
the most tactful person in the world but if 
you work for a—holes, you simply work for 
a-holes, and there is nothing wrong with 
calling them out. 

How do you raise a kid to incorporate 
his or her “bada—ery” on a daily basis? 

My daughters are 20 and 14. My tech¬ 
nique in raising my daughters is simply to 
respect those who are different, embrace 


those who embrace you, and focus on 
knocking out those goals that make you 
unabashedly proud of what you’ve accom¬ 
plished. 

Who is this book for? 

This book is for men as well as women. 
This book is both for those teens needing 
motivation dealing with their own cir¬ 
cumstances or that executive in corporate 
looking for that push to get them to the 
next level. This book is absolutely for 
everyone. 

Out of all the principles you offer, 
which is the hardest for you to adhere 
to? 

I would say my hardest is the 9th 
Principle — Find Your Tribe. I, myself, 
struggle with this. As we grow and life 
takes us to different elevations, we want 
those around us to grow with us. How¬ 
ever, life has taught us that everyone isn’t 
meant to stay on this journey with us as 
we rise, and sometimes those who you 
may be surrounded by are the ones that 
help keep you stagnant. But we still try to 
hold on to people we shouldn’t, and we still 
try to fit these people into our tribe know¬ 
ing they no longer belong there. 
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‘The Eighth Sister' 

Robert Dugoni 

Charles Jenkins has left his 
time in the CIA far behind and 
now lives with his family on a 
farm in Washington state. His 
wife is expecting their second 
child, and he runs a security 
consulting business to pay the 
bills. When financial issues force 
him to contemplate how to pay 
his employees while at the same 
time keeping his wife as stress- 
free as possible, Jenkins receives 
an offer he should refuse. 

His former boss arrives at 
the farm and asks him to travel 
undercover to Moscow to find 
a Russian operative targeting 
agents from the United States 
that were part of an operation 
known as the “Seven Sisters.” 

The hope is that when Jenkins 
arrives in Russia and starts to 
ask questions, the elusive agent 
known as the Eighth Sister will 
make her presence known. 

Jenkins stumbles upon a bur¬ 
ied secret, and with that comes 
the wrath of a Russian intelli¬ 
gence officer who wants Jenkins 
eliminated. 

Dugoni has crafted a thriller 
with “The Eighth Sister” that 
echoes the best of classic Rus¬ 
sian literature with a hint of John 
LeCarre added to the mix. 

— Jeff Ayers/AP 


‘Ladies Who Punch’ 

Ramin Setoodeh 

In “Ladies Who Punch,” 
journalist Ramin Setoodeh offers 
readers a look at what really 
went on behind the scenes of 
“The View.” With unprecedented 
access to nearly every host, 
Setoodeh paints a vivid and 
informative picture of the highs 
and lows of the past 20 years 
from several perspectives. 

The transformative show’s be¬ 
ginnings are chronicled through 
Barbara Walters’ viewpoint. 
From auditioning the inaugu¬ 
ral hosts to pioneering an ideal 
rhythm for the show, Walters had 
a lot on her plate juggling her 
new job and other duties at ABC. 
Even when critics said it couldn’t 
be done, Walters triumphed with 
the help of broadcast journalist 
Meredith Vieira, attorney Star 
Jones, comedian Joy Behar and 
rookie Debbie Matenopoulos. 
Together, the women changed 
daytime television. 

Although the idea of the 
show was an accomplishment, 
everyday operations were never 
smooth. 

“Ladies Who Punch” is an 
exciting read that proves there’s 
always a little soap opera even 
if a show presents itself as hard 
news. 

— Lincee Ray/AP 


'Manila of Green Gables’ 

Sarah McCoy 

Fans of Anne Shirley (“Anne 
of Green Gables”) might un¬ 
derstandably be skeptical of a 
prequel to the beloved stories by 
Lucy Maud Montgomery. And 
since the gorgeous Kevin Sul¬ 
livan productions’ Marilla Cuth- 
bert (Anne’s elderly guardian) is 
pretty much Colleen Dewhurst, 
who dares tamper with that 
legacy? 

But fans might wonder about 
Manila's earlier life. What was 
her childhood like? What of 
that barely mentioned affection 
between her and John Blythe, fa¬ 
ther of Anne’s true love Gilbert? 

McCoy invites us back to Avon- 
lea to imagine a different girl’s 
story, one of wrenching loss, 
abolitionist work and romantic 
discord. The first sections of the 
book are the strongest, reintro¬ 
ducing us to Marilla, her brother 
Matthew, and friend Rachel 
Lynde in their youth. 

The novel is an imaginative 
gift to fans of the original books, 
with nothing outlandish to alien¬ 
ate those who loved them. Should 
readers quibble with each other 
over whether the characters cre¬ 
ated by Montgomery match those 
by McCoy, I suspect they would 
enjoy a lively book-club chat. 

— Holly Collier Willmarth/TNS 


‘Outside Looking In’ 

T.C. Boyle 

A family gives up everything to 
move into Timothy Leary’s LSD- 
taking commune: What could 
possibly go wrong? “Everything” 
is the obvious answer, and it does 
in Boyle’s fact-inspired novel 
that, after a brief prelude about 
the first synthesizing of LSD in 
Switzerland, takes place in the 
early ’60s as the prophet of acid 
lures Harvard colleagues into 
his experiment in consciousness- 
raising and group dynamics. 

It’s a “Great Gatsby” story, 
really, with Leary as the remote 
but charismatic figure who care¬ 
lessly draws others into his orbit 
and the Loney family — doc¬ 
toral candidate Fitz, librarian 
wife Joanie and son Corey — as 
Nick Carraway, dazzled by the 
possibilities that will doom then. 
Boyle’s timing is good, with 
microdosing still a hot topic. But, 
since his is a “Gatsby” story, 
there’s only one way this can go. 
And, with his numerous, dull at¬ 
tempts to visualize the LSD trips 
that Michael Pollan has told us 
are indescribable and his near¬ 
total lack of interest in anything 
about women except their physi¬ 
cal appearances, Boyle hasn’t 
figured out how to make these 
dopes’ grim journey compelling. 

— Chris Hewitt/TNS 


‘They All Fall Down’ 

Rachel Howzell Hall 

After four well-received novels 
about LAPD homicide cop Elou- 
ise “Lou” Norton, Hall confident¬ 
ly delivers a highly entertaining 
stand-alone that pays homage to 
Agatha Christie while finding its 
own individual approach. 

“They All Fall Down” uses the 
same setup as Christie’s classic 
“And Then There Were None,” 
in which strangers are lured to 
an isolated island and then start 
dying. 

The narrator is vain, anxiety- 
riddled Mimi. Other guests 
include a former policeman, a 
chef, a financial adviser, a nurse, 
a lawyer and a young widow. 
They’ve all been lured to Mictlan 
Island near Puerto Penasco, 
Sonora, Mexico, for different 
reasons. Each has been brought 
there by their late attorney, Phil¬ 
lip Omeke, who leaves a letter 
promising that by the end of the 
weekend each will be remem¬ 
bered in his will. That promise 
may hinge on who’s still alive 
as one by one the guests begin 
dying. Each’s secrets, and reason 
for being invited to the island, 
are carefully doled out. 

While Hall’s previous series 
is superb, “They All Fall Down” 
should be her breakout novel. 

— Oline H. Cogdill/AP 
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Top 10 Netflix treasures 

Quality of streaming service’s films vary, but these are sure to please 

By Rafer Guzman 

Newsday 

R emember when 

Netflix made head¬ 
lines by announcing 
it would release 80 
original films in 2018? Today 
that number seems almost 
small. This March, the stream¬ 
ing service released about 60 
movies and series, and nobody 
blinked an eye. 

The sheer volume of content 
on Netflix is impressive but, 
as you might expect, quality 
is another matter. The range 
is wide, from unwatchable 
rom-coms to Oscar-nominated 
features from some of Holly¬ 
wood’s best directors. 

Netflix is also finding a sweet 
spot in the middle, though. 

Many Netflix Originals might 
not have that big-screen sheen 
— maybe the script is unfo¬ 
cused or the performances 
a tad wobbly — but they still 
have a certain energy and 
creative impulse that makes 
them too good to ignore. The 
Motley Crue biopic “The Dirt” 
is a perfect case in point: In 
a theater, this ramshackle 
production might disappoint, 
but in your living room, it’s a 
smash hit. 

Here’s a list of 10 recent Net¬ 
flix Original movies, from the 
artful to the simply pleasur¬ 
able, worth watching right now: 



NEW ON DVD 

“The Kid Who Would Be King”: Alex 
(Louis Ashbourne Serkis) is a 12-year-old 
who — along with his best buddy, Bedders 
(Dean Chaumoo) — is just trying not to 
be the daily focus of the school’s two main 
bullies, Lance (Tom Taylor) and Kaye 
(Rhianna Doris). A run for his life one night 
leaves Alex in an abandoned construction 
site, where he spots a sword sticking out of a 
chunk of rock. He pulls the sword from the 
stone with ease. 

Both Alex and Bedders laugh at the 
idea this could actually be Arthur’s sword 
Excalibur, but they soon realize the truth. 

A young Merlin (Angus Imrie) shows up to 
convince Alex he’s the only person who can 
defeat evil Morgana (Rebecca Ferguson). 
Once convinced, Alex goes on a quest to find 
the answers he needs to stop the threat with 
help from a motley group of young knights 
that includes the two bullies. 

It’s a joy to see director/writer Joe Cor¬ 
nish (“Attack the Block”) didn’t just cherry 
pick a few items, but went totally medieval 
to embrace Arthurian legend. Cornish’s 
modern take on the sword-in-the-stone saga 
is a witty and exciting mix of the best parts 
of the Knights of the Round Table with 
modern conventions. The result is a tale of 
bravery, friendship and respect. 



Twentieth Century Fox 


Louis Ashbourne Serkis stars in “The Kid 
Who Would Be King,” now on DVD. 

“Escape at Dannemora”: The seven-part 
drama originally broadcast on Showtime is 
based on a true story. It features Benicio del 
Toro as swaggering career criminal Rich¬ 
ard Matt, who is serving time in a New York 
prison. Matt, along with young grifter David 
Sweat (Paul Dano), escapes in a story that 
seems too strange to be based in fact. 

The short-run series, directed by Ben 
Stiller, follows events in the summer of 2015, 
which spawned a statewide manhunt for 
two convicted murderers. They were aided 
in their escape by a married female prison 
employee (played by Patricia Arquette) who 
carried on affairs with both men. 

This is a compelling story of manipula¬ 
tion. All three actors are at the top of their 
games and that makes for first-rate viewing. 

Also available on DVD: 

“Glass”: This is the final offering in the 
trilogy writer/director M. Night Shyamalan 
started nearly 20 years ago. 

“The Manitou”: Fetus growing on a 
woman’s neck is a demon. Film was origi¬ 
nally released in 1978. 

“Justice League vs. The Fatal Five”: Fate 
of the planet rests on the shoulders of a re¬ 
luctant Green Lantern and an unstable hero 
from the future in this animated action film. 

“Icebox”: A 12-year-old Honduran boy is 
forced to flee his home and seek asylum in 
the United States. 

“Victoria: Season 3”: Jenna Coleman 
reprises her role as the fearless Queen 
Victoria. 

“Replicas”: Keanu Reeves stars in this 
modern twist on the Frankenstein myth. 

“Joseph Pulitzer”: An examination of the 
life and work of the newspaper magnate. 

“Superstition”: A witch makes good on 
her promise to return from the dead to kill 
the descendants of the people who put her to 
death. The film was released in 1982. 

— Rick Bentley/Tribune News Service 


10. ‘Dumplin” 

In a small Texas town, plus-size Wil- 
lowdean (Danielle Macdonald), daugh¬ 
ter of local beauty queen Rosie (Jennifer 
Aniston), decides to enter a pageant 
herself and winds up starting a revolu¬ 
tion. As formula goes, it’s as familiar 
as Gerber — but it’s also irresistible, 
thanks to spirited performances, a sensi¬ 
tive script and a lovely soundtrack by 
Dolly Parton. 

9. ‘Triple Frontier’ 

For macho action with a dark edge, this 
is your best Netflix bet. It’s a heist film 
about five mercenaries (Oscar Isaac and 
Ben Affleck play the leaders) who go off- 
script and steal millions of dollars from 
a drug kingpin. Director J.C. Chandor 
(“All Is Lost”), working from a script 
by Mark Boal (“The Hurt Locker”), 
sometimes loses his way in the moral 
murk of it all, but the production values 
are Hollywood-caliber. 

8. ‘High Flying Bird’ 

Sports agent Ray Burke (Andre Hol¬ 
land) hatches a plan to take professional 
basketball out of the hands of the white 
oligarchs who run it — if only for a mo¬ 
ment. The screenplay, by Tarell Alvin 
McCraney (“Moonlight”), can feel scat¬ 
tered, but the dialogue is zippy, the ideas 
resonate and Steven Soderbergh directs 
with cool panache. Starring Zazie Beetz, 
Bill Duke and Kyle MacLachlan. 

7. ‘The Highwaymen’ 

In 1934, as the outlaws Bonnie Parker 
and Clyde Barrow crisscross the 
country leaving dead policeman in 
their wake, two retired Texas Rang¬ 
ers are hired to solve the problem the 


old fashioned way: Kill ’em. John Lee 
Hancock’s crime drama benefits from 
Kevin Costner and Woody Harrelson in 
rock-solid turns as the aging lawmen, 
plus a richly detailed script by John 
Fusco. It’s a Western at heart, tackling 
themes of romantic myth, rough justice 
and morality. 

6. ‘The Ballad of Buster Scruggs’ 

The Coen brothers’ oddball feature — 
maybe that’s redundant — is an anthol¬ 
ogy of six stories set in the Wild West. 
The moods vary wildly, from tragic 
(“Meal Ticket,” starring Liam Neeson 
as a traveling impresario) to cartoon lu¬ 
nacy (the title segment, which features a 
singing Tim Blake Nelson). Ask anyone 
who’s seen the movie, though, and you’ll 
hear raves about Tom Waits, who dang 
near deserved an Oscar as a grizzled 
prospector in “All Gold Canyon.” 

5. ‘Unicorn Store’ 

Brie Larson plays Kit, a floundering art 
school dropout who receives an offer 
to obtain the thing she’s wanted since 
childhood: A real live unicorn. Larson, 
in her directorial debut, and screenwrit¬ 
er Samantha McIntyre are responsible 
for this utterly charming slacker fairy 
tale, which brims with off-kilter humor 
and kooky details. The cherry-picked 
cast includes Joan Cusack, Bradley 
Whitford and Samuel L. Jackson. 

4. ‘Fyre’ 

In 2017, something called Fyre Festi¬ 
val began appearing on social media 
— an upscale version of Coachella that 
promised live music, supermodels, 
gourmet cuisine and luxury villas on a 
private Caribbean island. Ticket holders 


shelled out upward of $12,000 but found 
themselves sleeping in FEMA tents 
and eating bologna sandwiches. Chris 
Smith’s documentary on the debacle 
is a howlingly funny and occasionally 
jaw-dropping story of fraud, wealth and 
gullibility in the internet era. 

3. ‘The Dirt’ 

This biopic of the 1980s hair-metal band 
Motley Crue is as hokey as their music 
videos, and just as fun. Join lead bassist 
Nikki Sixx (Douglas Booth) and the 
gang as they tear through a decade of 
groupies, drugs and trashed hotels. This 
rock-and-roll tale is everything “Bohe¬ 
mian Rhapsody” isn’t — rowdy, rude, 
funny and full of adolescent joy. 

2. ‘Shirkers’ 

In 1992, Singaporean filmmaker Sandi 
Tan and friends poured their meager 
savings and youthful energy into “Shirk¬ 
ers,” a kooky comedy-drama that could 
have been their country’s contribution 
to the indie-cinema boom. Instead, the 
footage inexplicably vanished — only to 
surface again decades later. Tan’s intro¬ 
spective documentary about her head¬ 
spinning experience is utterly riveting. 

1. ‘Roma’ 

Alfonso Cuaron’s drama about the 
personal struggles of a housemaid (non¬ 
professional actress Yalitza Aparicio) 
and her employer (Marina de Tavira), is 
head and shoulders above anything the 
streaming service has offered yet. It’s an 
artful and moving slice of life, with some 
of the most spectacular black-and-white 
photography you’ll ever see. There’s a 
reason “Roma” became Netflix’s first- 
ever Oscar nominee for best picture. 




















•Stars and Stripes* 


Friday, April 19,2019 


WEEKEND: HEALTH & FITNESS 


Guide to peganism 

Is diet that combines paleo, vegan principles good for you? 


By Carrie Dennett 

Special to The Washington Post 

W hile Americans are still in varying states of 
awareness about the keto, paleo and Whole 
30 diets, along comes another new eating 
regimen, labeled “pegan.” This hybrid of 
“paleo” and “vegan” was introduced in a 2014 blog post 
by physician and author Mark Hyman. After Hyman 
included the pegan diet in his February 2018 diet book, 
“Food: What the Heck Should I Eat?” in February 2018, 
searches related to the pegan diet spiked, landing it on 
a number of trend lists for 2019. 

While the pegan diet is more moderate and poten¬ 
tially easier to follow than either of its dietary parents, 
it does restrict many nutritious foods for reasons that 
aren’t quite supported by science. 

The pros: Lots of plants, healthy fats 

The pegan diet is, at its core, a plant-based diet, 
which research shows is good for personal and plan¬ 
etary health. If you want to go pegan, plan to shop for a 
variety of deeply colored fruits and vegetables — 
they’ll make up about 75% of your diet. That’s definitely 
one of the diet’s selling points, says registered dietitian 
Wesley Delbridge, a spokesman for the Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics. “Most Americans aren’t 
ting enough fruits and vegetables,” he says, adding that 
upping produce also increases fiber intake, helping us 
get the 25 to 35 grams we need daily. “That has many 
health benefits, including heart health and reduction of 
cancer, especially colon cancer.” 

Chicago-based registered dietitian Christine Fitzger¬ 
ald likes the diet’s plant-based focus. “I do think that 
we’re not eating enough plants, fruits and vegetables 
and getting the fiber in,” she says. “I think for people 
who like the plant-based way of eating, but feel over¬ 
whelmed and can’t completely commit to a plant-based 
diet, this gives them some options.” 

But she’s concerned that the pegan diet limits fruits 
to low-glycemic berries, claiming that other types of 
fruit spike blood sugar. “What if you don’t like 
berries? We can do other things to 
reduce the impact on blood sugar, 
like pairing fruit with protein,” 
she says. The diet also empha¬ 
sizes fatty fish and flaxseed 
— sources of omega-3, 
another dietary ele¬ 
ment Delbridge says 
Americans don’t 
get enough of — as 
well as nuts, avo¬ 
cados, olives and 
associated oils, 
which provide 
healthy unsatu¬ 
rated fats. The 
diet also allows 
some saturated fat 
from grass-fed or 
sustainably raised 
meat, butter and 
ghee, along 
with organic 
coconut 
oil and 
coconut 
butter. 


The mixed bag: Protein, processed 
food, affordability 

The pegan diet considers animal proteins a “condi¬ 
ment” and suggests choosing fish and seafood with 
lower mercury levels. It also warns to eat beans only 
“once in a while” and limit them to Vi cup per day, 
something Delbridge takes issue with. 

“Beans are nature’s superfood,” Delbridge says. 
“They have protein, they have fiber, they have starch. 
Beans have been a staple in diets across the world, and 
beans have shown so many health benefits, including a 
reduction in cancer risk.” He also points out that beans 
are inexpensive, and that limiting them highlights one 
of the pegan diet’s downsides: “If you are low income, 
I’m not sure that you can afford to buy the foods that 
he’s suggesting.” Indeed, the pegan diet prescribes “or¬ 
ganic,” “sustainably grown,” “pasture-raised,” “grass- 
fed” food. Although this may have environmental and 
health benefits, and that is still a matter of debate, it 
can be costly. 

The diet limits foods with added sugars to occa¬ 
sional treats and has a long list of “avoids,” including 
pesticides, antibiotics, hormones, genetically modified 
ingredients, chemicals, additives, preservatives, artifi¬ 
cial colors, MSG and artificial sweeteners. Hyman has 
famously said that the pegan diet can be broken down 
into one simple rule: “If God made it, eat it; if man 
made it, leave it.” 

The cons: Going against grains, dairy 

The diet prohibits wheat and other 
gluten-containing grains, other 
than occasional intake of the 
ancient wheat einkorn, 
falsely claiming that most 
wheat is genetically modi¬ 
fied “Frankenwheat.” 

Although modern wheat 
does have nutritional 
downsides, 


there are countless varieties of heirloom wheat in addi¬ 
tion to the ancient wheats einkorn, emmer and spelt. 

The pegan diet also limits quinoa, brown rice, oats 
and amaranth. The claim? They raise blood sugar and 
can trigger autoimmunity. There isn’t good science to 
support the autoimmunity claim for the general popula¬ 
tion, and any carbohydrate-containing food, including 
vegetables, can raise blood sugar. 

Hyman appears to have softened his stance some¬ 
what on dairy since his 2014 blog post, in which he 
advised avoiding all dairy because for most people it 
contributes to a number of chronic diseases, a claim 
that research does not support. He now allows occasion¬ 
al yogurt, kefir, butter, ghee or cheese, preferably from 
goat or sheep milk, and always organic and grass-fed. 

The bottom line 

The pegan diet restricts many nutrient-rich foods, 
partly because some people can’t tolerate them. While 
it’s true that some people are intolerant to lactose or 
gluten, or have trouble digesting the fiber in beans, 
that’s not the case for most people. Fitzgerald says that 
if someone follows the pegan diet because they struggle 
with inflammation or digestive health, it might get in 
the way of actually discovering the root cause of their 
health problems. 

While Delbridge views the pegan diet as a fad, he 
says it has one thing going for it besides the abundant 
produce, omega-3s and low sugar. “The first pro of 
going on any sort of diet is you are now 
starting to think about your food. 

You are prepping in advance. You 
are controlling your portion size. 

You’re not just running out and grab-*? 
bing fast food or just shoving any¬ 
thing in your mouth because 
you’re hungry,” he says. 

“To me, we should 
always be doing 
that.” 
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Howto 
read for 
fun again 

By Mari-Jane Williams 

The Washington Post 

S tudies have shown that profi¬ 
cient readers are more likely 
to be successful in school 
and life, partly because bet¬ 
ter reading skills make it easier for 
students to access curriculum in all 
subjects. So the Kids and Family 
Reading Report issued recently by 
Scholastic, which showed a signifi¬ 
cant decrease between ages 8 and 9 
in the number of children who think 
of themselves as frequent readers, 
is somewhat discouraging. 

According to Scholastic’s 2018 
survey of more than 1,000 pairs 
of children ages 6 to 17 and their 
parents, 57 percent of 8-year-olds 
say they read books for fun five to 
seven days each week. But only 
35 percent of 9-year-olds report 
similar reading habits. Another 
aspect of this “decline by nine” is 
the number of kids who say they 
love reading, which goes from 40 
percent of 8-year-olds to 28 percent 
of 9-year-olds. 

“When I read that finding, I felt 
this pit in my stomach, because that 
age can be a truly magical time for 
readers, when they are making the 
leap from struggling with phonics 
to using reading as a gateway to 
explore learning,” says Lauren 
Tarshis, author of the “I Survived” 
books and editor of Scholastic’s 
Storyworks magazine. “For kids 
who are struggling at that point, the 
expectations of learners ratchet up. 

“Grade three is the first year of 
high-stakes testing in, I think, 46 
states,” she adds. “The focus shifts 
from reading for fun to suddenly 
there’s a pressure to make sure that 
kids can read in a manner where 
they can demonstrate proficiency.” 

There are also increasing 
demands on kids’ time as they get 
older, whether it’s sports and other 
extracurricular activities or the lure 
of technology, including addictive 
video games. The high-stakes tests 
and academic pressure aren’t likely 
to disappear any time soon, so it’s 
up to parents and teachers to convey 
to kids that reading isn’t a chore. We 
need to teach them that it can be a 
fun way to explore different places 
and life experiences, or that it’s a 
simple escape from everyday life. 

We sought guidance from Mary 
Alice Garber, a buyer in the 
children and teens department at 
Politics and Prose in Washington, 
on how to do that. Here are her sug¬ 
gestions for keeping kids engaged 
with books as they get older. 

Focus less on the reading levels 
of books. Parents tend to fixate on 
a child’s reading level and insist 
on choosing books based on that. 

But what they are reading isn’t 


as important as the fact that they 
are reading, Garber says. Parents 
should encourage free-range read¬ 
ing, and let children choose whatev¬ 
er interests them. She also suggests 
enlisting a librarian or bookstore 
employee to help your child choose 
books that will engage them or take 
them in a new direction. 

“That person can help guide or 
redirect or encourage your child, 
and say, ‘Could you read this book 
and come back and tell me what you 
think?”’ Garber says. “That gives 
the child a sense of power, a feeling 
that their opinion counts. Those 
relationships are really important.” 

Don’t criticize their choices. Gar¬ 
ber says parents may be tempted to 
disparage their children’s choices in 
books, particularly when kids gravi¬ 
tate to graphic novels or series. But 
that is a mistake, she says. Graphic 
novels can be appealing to kids at 
this age, in particular, because they 
are a sort of hybrid between picture 
books and more advanced reading, 
and can help kids make the transi¬ 
tion. They also require readers to 
synthesize images with text. And 
devouring a series is no different 
from an adult seeking more books 
by an author they’ve enjoyed, Gar¬ 
ber says. 

Parents who are looking to 
expand their child’s reading list 
can also use a subject from a series 
or graphic novel as a segue for 
introducing some nonfiction on that 
topic. It’s also a good time to expose 
them to new authors by taking them 
to hear illustrators and writers 
speak locally. These events, which 
allow children to interact with the 
people who create books, can pique 
a reluctant reader’s interest in the 
material, Garber says. 

Read broadly. Scholastic’s report 
shows that about half of kids ages 9 
to 17, and parents with kids ages 6 
to 17, say they wish there were more 
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books available to reflect the diver¬ 
sity of the world we live in. 

“We still have a long way to go, 
but we’ve definitely made progress,” 
Garber says, pointing out that books 
are becoming much more inclusive. 
She recommends parents seek the 
winners of the Walter Dean Myers 
Award, the Pura Belpre Award, 
the Sydney Taylor Book Award, the 
Coretta Scott King Book Awards, 
the Newbery, the Michael L. Printz 
Award and the Robert F. Sibert 
to find more diverse authors and 
characters in children’s literature. 
Novels told in verse form, such as 
Elizabeth Acevedo’s “The Poet X” 
or Thanhha Lai’s “Inside Out and 
Back Again,” feature diverse char¬ 
acters and are a great way to intro¬ 
duce kids to poetry, Garber says. 

Resist the parental imposed/re¬ 
quired reading over the summer. 
Each school and school district han¬ 
dles this differently. Some schools 
provide lists of suggested reading 
for the summer break, broken down 
by grade level. Others have specific 
books kids and teens are expected 
to read and write a report on before 
returning to school in the fall. 

“You can’t avoid it; there’s no way 
to,” Garber says of prescribed sum¬ 
mer reading. “But I wonder if it’s 
a shared experience, if that might 
help.” Garber suggests getting an 
audio version of the text to listen to 
as a family on a long car trip, and 
using it as a way to spark a con¬ 
versation about the book. Let kids 
choose some leisure reading (re¬ 
member those graphic novels and 
series?) as a break from required 
material. She also likes the idea of 
selecting books that are enjoyable at 
different levels: one that is a fairly 
easy read, something in the middle 
and one that is challenging, to take 
some of the struggle out of the man¬ 
datory reading. After all, summer is 
supposed to be more laid back. 


WHAT they are reading isn’t as important as the fact that they ARE reading. 


THE MEAT AND 
POTATOES OF LIFE 

Lisa Smith Molinari 



Confessions of a 
television junkie 

[In the basement of a dingy community center, a 
fluorescent light buzzes over a dozen or so people seated 
in a circle of metal folding chairs. Some nibble anxiously 
at store-bought sandwich cookies, while others sit in 
nervous silence. There is a screeching of chair legs 
against linoleum, as one bleary-eyed woman stands with 
a trembling Styrofoam coffee cup to speak.] 

H ello, [clears throat] my name is Lisa... and I... 

I am a Binge Watcher. 

It’s been one week since my last television 
fix, and I’m here to share my story. 

Believe it or not, there was a time when I didn’t even 
know what binge watching was. In fact, while our Navy 
family was stationed in Germany, we felt lucky that 
Armed Forces Network aired day-old episodes of “Sur¬ 
vivor” and “American Idol.” The rest of the time, we en¬ 
tertained ourselves with middle-of-the-night live football 
broadcasts, quirky BBC cooking shows and strange AFN 
public service announcements. 

But when we moved back to the States, my husband and 
I discovered the joys of Digital Video Recording. Initially, 
our television use was purely recreational. We were mere 
“social watchers,” catching a recorded program here and 
there, and streaming a movie over the weekend. Little 
did we know, we were perched on the slippery slope of 
instant gratification. 

Eventually, we needed more and more episodes to be 
entertained. Our digitally savvy kids introduced us to the 
allure of streaming services such as On Demand, Netflix, 
Amazon Prime and Hulu. How intoxicating it was to take 
a double hit of “The Bachelor” and chase it with “Deadli¬ 
est Catch” all in one evening! 

Soon, we were hooked, and there was no going back. 
Before we knew it, we were spending perfectly sunny 
weekends holed up in the family room of our base house 
watching episode after episode. 

It was “Breaking Bad” that nudged us into the deep 
dark abyss. We’d been jonesing to see the AMC series for 
a while, and when we found out that the first 54 episodes 
were On Demand for a limited time leading up to the final 
season, we knew we had just scored. 

During that epic three-week “Breaking Bad” bender, 
we finally hit rock bottom. Our family room looked like 
the scene of a rave, strewn with soda cans, popcorn, 
Chinese takeout boxes and melting quarts of half-eaten 
ice cream. Our pupils were permanently dilated as we 
stared, transfixed, into the psychedelic LCD screen, our 
cold, clammy fingers gripping the smudged remotes. 

We were so strung out after that binge, we quit cold 
turkey for a while, satisfying cravings with short doses 
of “House Hunters” and “Seinfeld” reruns in hopes that 
we’d avoid the withdrawal symptoms of rapid detox. 

But our self-discipline crumbled when we found shows 
like “House of Cards,” “Better Call Saul,” “Stranger 
Things,” “Ozark,” “You” and “Rectify.” After every bend¬ 
er, we’d dry out all over again and pledge to stay clean. 

However, lately, ads keep popping up for spring pre¬ 
miers of “Our Planet,” “Wife Swap” and “The Hand¬ 
maid’s Tale.” The eighth and final season of “Game of 
Thrones” premiered on April 14, and we still haven’t fin¬ 
ished watching “Poldark” and “Homecoming” ... What’s a 
TV junkie to do? Binge watch, of course! 

I must confess that spring premiere season has trig¬ 
gered my recent relapse. Although I’m not sure there’s 
a 12-step recovery program for binge watching, I’m 
absolutely certain I’ll gain 12 pounds if I don’t get up off 
the couch and stop watching so much TV. 

So, mark my words: I’m quitting binge watching for 
good. This time, I’m 100% serious. No more lounging in 
sweatpants on Sunday afternoons pressing “play” hour 
after hour. Spring has sprung, and I’ll be spending all my 
time in the great outdoors. I swear, I’m going to do it, and 
I mean it. 

And I’ll start just as soon as the “Game of Thrones” 
final season is over. 

Read more of Lisa Smith Molinari’s columns at: 

themeatandpotatoesoflife.com 

Email: meatandpotatoesoflife@googlemail.com 
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BY WILL NEDIGER / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ 


Will Nediger, of London, Ontario, has a Ph.D. in linguistics from the University of Michigan. These days he makes his living by 
Championship Tournament. The reason for this puzzle’s unusual grid pattern with left-right symmetry will 

40 Road safety spot, 85 Wreck site 

e.g., for short 87 Web user 


ACROSS 
1 [I don’t believe it!] 

5 Time to treat yourself 
10 “The Chosen” 
novelist Potok 
15 Vaper’s purchase, 
for short 

19 Performer at a canine 

talent show in 
“Garfield: The 
Movie” 

20 Water or rust 

21 “Au contraire ...” 

22 Paul of “There 

Will Be Blood” 

23 “Toodle-oo!” 

24 Territories 

25 Mascara mishap 

26 Sort of 

27 Work with a number 

28 Just fabulous 

29 Guest bed when you 

don’t have an actual 
guest bed 

30 Mr._(fictional 

sleuth) 

31 Grp. that often has its 

first meeting in the 
fall 

32 Onetime trans- 

Atlantic fliers, for 

33 Things to skip 
36 Major to-do 

38 Thanks for waiting 

39 Word with “in,” 


41 Blueprint details 

43 Cryptanalysis org. 

44 Tram part 

45 Enlightens 

47 Affix with a 

thumbtack 

48 Important address 

50 Ermines, in the 

summer 

51 Hits the jackpot 

53 They’re full of holes 

54 Actress Sohn 

of “The Wire” 

55 “Phooey!” 

56 Popular girl’s name 

any way you look 

58 Not just words 

59 “Curious ...” 

61 Father figure? 

63 “Begone!” 

66 What “T” may 
represent 
commercially 

68 Clarinetist Shaw 

69 Bout enders, 

informally 
73 Samurai swords 
75 Delish 
77 Totally apt 

79 What you might 

write to someone 
you like 

80 2016 No. 1 Rihanna 

album 

82 Peeples person? 

83 Goddess represented 

wearing a solar disk 

84 Artless nickname? 


90 Cousin of a martini 

92 Blogger’s code 

93 Cuzco residents 

95 Person with a record 

97 Some breads ... or 

a homophone for 
what bread loaves 
do 

98 Historical records 
100 Flower traditionally 

used to relieve 
inflammation 
102 Airheaded 
105 No-nos in many 
apartment buildings 

107 Hook’s helper 

108 Junk transporters 
112 Get ready for 

a long auto trip 

114 Gaping opening 

115 Cook in the news 

116 Troy of N.F.L. fame 

117 _Spumante 

118Having a high B.M.I., 

120 Seemingly forever 

122 Literary character 
who says, “Cassio’s 
a proper man” 

123 TV’s"_Is Us” 

124 Object of 
wishful thinking? 

125 Home of the 2016 
men’s and women’s 
Olympic marathon 
winners 

126 “Begone!” 

127 Pricing word 

128 Not bottled, say 


129 _Park, Colo. 

130 Full house, e.g. 

DOWN 

1 What some carefree 

beachgoers do 

2 Got comfortable with 

3 Pickle 

4 Samosa ingredients 

5 Epitome of slowness 

6 Some track bets 

7 Takes a few courses? 

8 Goes on to say 

9 “Right you are!” 

10 Longtime broadcaster 

of the Masters 
golf tournament 

11 Runs perfectly 

12 Tasted, quaintly 

13 Down 

14 Quagmires 

15 Dutch cheese 

16 “Murder, 

She Wrote” setting 

17 In the club 

18 Start printing 

32 Treat with 

utter contempt 

33 Imitation 

34 Homes in the woods 

35 Seaside rental 
37 Get hitched 

41 Like the legs 

of a daddy longlegs 

42 Laundry setting 
46 Tex-Mex dish 
49 Must 

51 Walletfuls 

52 Part of a dark cloud 
55 Verb with “thou” 



57 “Ciao!” 

60 Sub 

62 Roberto of “Life 

Is Beautiful” 

63 Mere smidgen 

64 Starfleet Academy 

attendee 

65 Starting lineup 

67 Dahlia and Agatha, 

in the Jeeves novels 
by P. G. Wodehouse 

68 Dazzle 

70_-face 


71 How a ballerina 

might be seen 

72 Knocks the socks off 
74 Not, to a Scot 

76 Early millennium 

78 Next-to-last letter 
81 Stormy 

83 Unit in a bar graph 
86 ABC sitcom about 
the Johnsons 
88 Oceania’s enemy, in 
“1984” 


89 Probes 
91 Slightly salty 
94 Rip Van Wi nkl e 
had a long one 
96 Liftoff preceder 
99 Sch. from which 
Lady Gaga and 
Woody Allen were 
dropouts 
10115-season 

show set in Vegas 

102 Chihuahua, e.g. 

103 Ottoman rank 


104 Madcap 

106 4-0, e.g. 

107 Pump up 

109 Poker variety 

110 Part of an old train 
lllHair net 

113_stick 

116 Some prosecutors, 
for short 

119 Michael Jackson’s 
second album 
121 Countdown time, for 


GUNST0N STREET 


RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE 



“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com. Online: gunstonstreet.com. 
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FACES 


On her own 

After playing a string of wives, Cardellini 
embraces role in ‘The Curse of La Llorona’ 


By Rick Bentley 

Tribune News Service 

I t’s taken Linda Cardellini almost 
a quarter of a century, but she’s 
finally returned to the genre 
that helped launch her profes¬ 
sional acting career. The initial star¬ 
ring role on television for the star of 
“The Curse of La Llorona” was in the 
series “Bone Chillers.” There’s no 
way the projects could be any differ¬ 
ent, as the TV show dealt with high 
school students battling a wide array 
of monsters, while her new feature 
film is based on a well-known Latin 
American legend. 

The reason for jumping back into 
horror has to do with a trend that 
emerged in her recent acting roles. 
In the films “Green Book,” “Daddy’s 
Home Two,” “The Founder” and even 
the action-packed “Avengers: Age of 
Ultron,” Cardellini was cast to play 
a wife. She quickly stresses that they 
were all lovely roles, but she wanted 
a change. 

“What was great about being cast 
in ‘La Llorona’ was to get a role where 
I could stand on my own,” Cardellini 
says, laughing. “I would be lying if I 
didn’t say there was a small part of 
me that was excited that she was a 
widow. 

“I liked in this film being the one 
who had to take care of the children 
and didn’t have to depend on a hus¬ 
band or a boyfriend. And, the idea 
of being in a full-on horror film was 
exciting because I hadn’t done any¬ 
thing like this and it seemed like a lot 
of fun.” 

“The Curse of La Llorona” unfolds 
in 1973 Los Angeles, where social 
worker Anna Tate-Garcia (Cardelli¬ 
ni) is dealing with a mother (Patricia 
Velasquez) who has turned her home 
into a fortress, including locking her 
sons in a closet. The social worker 
sees the mother’s actions as a form 
of abuse, but the real reason for the 
woman’s effort is to keep La Llorona 
from taking her children. 

Legend has it, La Llorona is looking 
for replacements for the children she 
murdered centuries ago, and Tate- 
Garcia’s young son and daughter be¬ 


come the next targets. She turns to 
a former priest (Raymond Cruz) to 
keep her children safe. 

The last element is why it was so 
easy for Cardellini to take on the 
role. 

“A mother protecting her chil¬ 
dren is something very primal. Once 
you become a parent, your primary 
focus is keeping your children safe,” 
Cardellini, who has one child, says. 
“Also, the film is about three mothers, 
which I thought was unique about the 
script. My character is a faulty hero¬ 
ine who makes the wrong decisions in 
the worst situations. But she’s trying 
her best.” 

Executive Producer James Wan 
(“Saw”) says Cardellini is extremely 
talented and a huge presence on¬ 
screen, but when he sees her movies, 
he always forgets he’s watching her 
because she has a way of disappear¬ 
ing into the character. 

Cardellini has a long list of acting 
credits, ranging from “Freaks and 
Geeks” to “ER” to “Mad Men,” that 
have helped her earn numerous act¬ 
ing award nominations including a 
Primetime Emmy nod. The Califor¬ 
nia native has also been active as a 
voice actor on “Sanjay and Craig,” 
“Regular Show,” “Out There” and 
“Gravity Falls.” 

“I have been so lucky to do so many 
things over the years in my career. 
The wonderful part about being an 
actor is that you get to do parts that 
are so different from each other. I 
have never liked to stay in the same 
lane. It always surprises me how 
many different things people bring up 
when they see me,” Cardellini says. 
“There are people who remember me 
for ‘ER,’ ‘Bloodline,’ ‘Scooby-Doo,’ 
‘Freaks and Geeks’ and ‘Grandma’s 
Boy.’ You just never know.” 

Next up for Cardellini is another 
different role with the Netflix series 
“Dead to Me,” where she costars with 
Christina Applegate. She describes 
the offering that launches May 3 as a 
black comedy. 

“We play unlikely best friends who 
are dealing with a lot of grief and se¬ 
crets. It has been a great adventure,” 
Cardellini says. 



Chris Pizzello, Invision/AP 

Linda Cardellini, shown April 15, returns to her horror 
roots with the film “The Curse of La Llorona.” 


Gambler sets another 
1-day record on ‘Jeopardy!’ 


A professional sports gambler from 
Las Vegas has broken his own single¬ 
episode winnings re¬ 
cord on “Jeopardy!” 

James Holzhauer 
won $131,127 dur¬ 
ing a show that aired 
Wednesday, breaking 
the record that viewers 
saw him set last week. 

Due to the game Holzhauer 
show’s taping sched¬ 
ule, the records were actually set one 
day apart, with Holzhauer’s new high 
score occurring on Feb. 12. 

Wednesday’s win marks the 10th 
consecutive win for Holzhauer, 34. Be¬ 
fore his run, the record was $77,000, 
set by Roger Craig in 2010. 




‘Bridesmaids’ writers to reunite 

“Bridesmaids” writers Kristen Wiig (above left) 
and Annie Mumolo (above right) are finally reunit¬ 
ing, eight years after their smash hit comedy. 

Lionsgate announced Wednesday that it will pro¬ 
duce “Barb and Star Go to Vista Del Mar” from a 
script by Wiig and Mumolo. They will each also co- 
star in the film as best friends who leave their Mid¬ 
western town for a vacation in Florida. 

The film is planned for release next year, with 
Josh Greenbaum directing. 


Madonna’s ‘Medellin’ duet 
the first from new album 

After teasing to it earlier this week, 
Madonna on Wednesday released 
“Medellin,” a duet with Colombian 
star Maluma that’s the first track off 
her upcoming album, “Madame X.” 

“Lisbon is where my record was 
born,” Madonna said in a statement, 
also announcing a June 14 release 
date. “I found my tribe there and a 
magical world of incredible musicians 
that reinforced my belief that music 
across the world is truly all connected 
and is the soul of the universe.” 

Quavo, Swae Lee and Anitta are 
featured on the 15-track collec¬ 
tion, along with a second song with 
Maluma. “Madame X” also promises 
lyrics sung in Spanish, English and 
Portuguese. 


Demi Moore ready to 
release ‘deeply candid’ 
memoir in September 

Nine years after her book deal 
was first announced, Demi Moore 
is ready to release a memoir her 
publisher calls “deeply candid 
and insightful.” 

Moore’s “Inside Out” is sched¬ 
uled for September 24, Harper- 
Collins announced Wednesday. 
According to the publisher, she 
will write openly about every¬ 
thing from her “tumultuous rela¬ 
tionship” with her mother, from 
whom she was long estranged, 
to her three marriages, among 
them to Bruce Willis and Ashton 
Kutcher. 

“Throughout her rise to fame 
and during some of the most piv¬ 
otal moments of her life, Moore 
battled addiction, body image 
issues, and childhood trauma 
that would follow her for years 
— all while juggling a skyrocket¬ 
ing career, celebrity status, and 
raising a family,” HarperCollins 
announced. ... ‘“Inside Out’ is a 
story of survival, success, and 
surrender—as well as resilience: 
a wrenchingly honest portrayal 
of one woman’s at once ordinary 
and iconic life.” 

Moore, 56, was a high school 
dropout who became a television 
star in her early 20s on the day¬ 
time soap opera “General Hos¬ 
pital” and later starred in such 
hit films as “St. Elmo’s Fire,” 
“Ghost” and “A Few Good Men.” 

The deal for her memoir, re¬ 
portedly worth seven figures, 
was announced in 2010, when she 
and Kutcher were still together. 
Moore announced in 2011 that 
she was ending the marriage and 
they divorced two years later. 
HarperCollins, which originally 
set a publication date of 2012, de¬ 
clined comment on financial de¬ 
tails or whether the breakup with 
Kutcher contributed to the book’s 
delay. 

Other news 

■ Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt 

are officially single, though more 
work is left before the terms 
of their divorce are final. Los 
Angeles Superior Court docu¬ 
ments show that Judge John W. 
Ouderkirk entered a judgment 
April 12, saying the couple is no 
longer married. Her name was 
also restored to just Jolie, not 
Jolie Pitt. The couple’s lawyers 
had asked for a bifurcated judg¬ 
ment, meaning that two married 
people can be declared single be¬ 
fore all issues in the divorce are 
agreed upon. The Jolie, 43, and 
Pitt, 55, Pitt have six children. 

■ “Today” show co-anchor 
Hoda Kotb told her colleagues 
on Tuesday that she has adopted 
a second child. Hope Catherine 
joins 2-year-old sister Haley Joy. 

■ New York state police say 
rapper Kodak Black was arrest¬ 
ed on drug and weapons charges 
as he tried to cross from Canada 
into the United States near Ni¬ 
agara Falls. The 21-year-old 
rapper was charged with third- 
degree criminal possession of a 
weapon and unlawful possession 
of marijuana. 

■ CBBC announced actress 
Mya-Lecia Naylor died April 7 at 
the age of 16 after a collapse. 


From The Associated Press 


From The Associated Press 


From The Los Angeles Times 


From The Associated Press 
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OPINION _ 

S. Korean president key to successes 


By Arthur I. Cyr 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T he summit in Washington on April 
11 between President Moon Jae-in 
of South Korea and President Don¬ 
ald Trump of the United States de¬ 
serves much greater attention than has 
been received. South Korea has great and 
growing international influence, and plays 
a pivotal role on the Korean Peninsula. 

Instead, the mass media has focused 
considerable emphasis on related Trump 
statements. In advance of the session with 
Moon, he said progress toward agreement 
with North Korea is still possible. He said 
something similar after the summit. 

A summit meeting in February in Hanoi, 
Vietnam, between Kim Jong Un of North 
Korea and Trump ended abruptly with dis¬ 
appointment. The first meeting between 
Trump and Kim took place in Singapore in 
June 2018. 

An important goal of the South Korea 
president in visiting Washington was to 
ensure that conversations between the 
communist North and the U.S. continue. 
Trump’s statements are encouraging in 
this regard. This result doubtless reflects 
in part skillful groundwork behind the 
scenes by South Korea’s diplomats and 
other government officials, working with 
their American counterparts. 

Moon faces challenges but with consid¬ 
erable strengths. He took office on May 
10,2017, following a special election and in 
a time of uncertainty on both sides of the 
38th parallel. South Korea had just expe¬ 
rienced the ordeal of impeachment and 
removal from office of a sitting president, 


Park Geun-hye. 

She is now in prison in Seoul after con¬ 
viction on corruption charges, serving a 
25-year sentence. The former president is 
the daughter of Gen. Park Chung-hee, who 
emerged from a military coup in the early 
1960s to lead South Korea as dictator until 
his assassination in 1979. 

Moon brings diverse, impressive and 
useful experience to the top post. His fa¬ 
ther was a refugee from North Korea. 
During Moon’s youth, he was arrested 
and spent some time in prison because of 
activism against the dictatorship of Park 
Chung-hee. Reflecting that experience, 
he decided to pursue a career as a human 
rights lawyer. 

He also served in the Republic of Korea 
army special forces, and saw action in the 
Demilitarized Zone along the 38th paral¬ 
lel. Later, he was chief of staff to President 
Roh Moo-hyun. In the 2012 presidential 
election, he finished a close second to Park 
Geun-hye. 

On May 14, 2017, North Korea greeted 
Moon’s inauguration with a launch test of 
another long-range missile. The Hwasong- 
12 missile reached a greater height than six 
others tested that year. The missile report¬ 
edly could reach as far as Guam, where the 
U.S. maintains military facilities. 

Yet North Korea remains in desperate 
economic condition. At the same time, 
Choe Son-hui, head of the North Korea 
foreign ministry’s North America bureau, 
stated publicly and prominently that her 
government was interested in serious dia¬ 
logue with the U.S. 

South Korea’s president has devoted 


sustained attention to exploration of fresh 
communication with the North. His flexi¬ 
ble stance contrasts with his two predeces¬ 
sors, Park and, earlier, Lee Myung-bak. 

Moon’s impressive military experience 
signifies not only his personal abilities and 
skills, but also the wider close alliance re¬ 
lationship with the United States. Those 
ties were forged in the enormously intense, 
destructive Korean War. 

The militaries of both nations collabo¬ 
rate closely, and this is particularly im¬ 
portant for the army of each. During the 
Vietnam War, the Republic of Korea main¬ 
tained approximately 50,000 troops in 
South Vietnam. The majority of these were 
combat troops, who earned a deserved 
reputation for effectiveness in carrying out 
operations. The only real incentive for this 
commitment was strong loyalty to the U.S., 
along with anti-communism. 

Washington as well as Beijing, Tokyo 
and others should encourage the govern¬ 
ment of South Korea in diplomatic initia¬ 
tives toward Pyongyang. Seoul has the 
high ground regarding Pyongyang not only 
in moral terms, but also in the hard reali¬ 
ties of economic and military strength. In 
practical terms, this is now happening. 
The North Korea regime in Pyongyang 
now deals directly with both Washington 
and Seoul, a dramatic shift from earlier ef¬ 
forts to ignore South Korea. 

In diplomacy, historically and currently, 
the greatest progress results from sus¬ 
tained effort. 

Arthur I. Cyr is Clausen Distinguished Professor 
at Carthage College and author of “After the Cold 


How Xi overplayed his hand with America 


By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

I n the rebalancing of Sino-American 
relations that’s underway, the usual 
roles are reversed: China’s normally 
deft President Xi Jinping appears to 
have badly overreached in seeking advan¬ 
tage. And President Donald Trump, who 
often seems tone-deaf on foreign policy, is 
riding a bipartisan consensus that it’s time 
to push back against Beijing. 

The two nations will probably make a 
trade deal soon, patching together a work¬ 
ing relationship that has been frayed by a 
year of tariffs and economic brinksman- 
ship. Experts predict an agreement that 
will boost U.S. exports to China, improve 
market access for American firms and 
reduce the power of Chinese state-owned 
enterprises — and offer some modest new 
legal protections for American companies 
whose commercial secrets have been plun¬ 
dered by Beijing for a half-century. 

But as Xi jockeyed for position against 
America, many U.S. experts argue that he 
misplayed his hand. After decades of what 
was known as a “hide and bide” strategy 
of cautious cooperation, the Chinese lead¬ 
er moved to directly challenge American 
primacy in technology. This eventually 
triggered a sharp, bipartisan American re¬ 
sponse, which Trump has harvested. 

“In an incredibly divided Washington, 
one of the only areas of agreement is that 
China policy needs to be less accommo¬ 
dating and more resolute toward Beijing,” 
says Kurt Campbell, who oversaw Asia 
policy in the Obama administration. He 
credits Trump for recognizing Xi’s weak¬ 
ness: “China is not yet ready to take on the 
U.S., and Trump recognizes this.” 

The Chinese-American confrontation is 
partly a spy story, but very different than 
the cloak-and-dagger escapades of the 


Cold War: China operates its espionage net 
partly through universities, research in¬ 
stitutes and benign-sounding recruitment 
plans. Until recently, American companies 
often didn’t realize that their pockets had 
been picked until it was too late. 

China’s overaggressive strategy dates 
back to the 2008 financial crisis, which 
Beijing saw as “a strategic window of op¬ 
portunity for China to become a global su¬ 
perpower,” according to Greg Levesque, 
managing director of Pointe Bello consul¬ 
tants. Using internal Chinese documents, 
he recently explained to a congressional 
commission how China targeted “key core 
technologies” in the West. 

An innovative early feature was the 
“Thousand Talents Plan,” established by 
Beijing in 2008. The program sought to re¬ 
cruit “global experts,” in particular those 
with Chinese ancestry, to join what the 
plan’s website called “National Key Scien¬ 
tific and Technological Projects.” By 2014, 
says the website, more than 4,180 overseas 
experts had been recruited. 

The strategy was formalized in a 2017 
speech by Xi. “Made in China 2025” is a 
roadmap for dominating key technolo¬ 
gies such as artificial intelligence, quan¬ 
tum computing and biopharmaceuticals. 
Xi mobilized China’s nominally private 
companies through an approach known as 
“Military-Civil Fusion.” 

The system for recruiting overseas talent 
was explained by an article posted April 
16, 2018, by a Communist Party organiza¬ 
tion at Wuhan University People’s Hospi¬ 
tal, describing how cadres there created 
an “Overseas Talent Recruitment Station” 
at a gathering in Dallas of Chinese-Ameri¬ 
can medical researchers. 

A Wuhan party official told the Dallas 
group that he “hoped that more overseas 
talent would return to the motherland and 


develop” high-tech projects. (The article 
was shared with me by a U.S. security-con¬ 
sulting firm.) 

Bill Priestap, the FBI’s former head of 
counterintelligence, described the “Thou¬ 
sand Talents Program” in congressional 
testimony last December as an example 
of “non-traditional espionage.” He said the 
goal was “luring both Chinese overseas 
talent and foreign experts alike to bring 
their knowledge and experience to China, 
even if that means stealing proprietary 
information.” 

The problem for the Chinese is that this 
so-called “brain gain” effort was so ag¬ 
gressive that it backfired. The New York 
Times reported this week that the FBI has 
recommended denying visas to some Chi¬ 
nese academics suspected of having ties to 
Chinese intelligence. The Energy Depart¬ 
ment recently banned anyone involved in 
China’s talent-recruiting programs from 
working in DOE laboratories. 

There’s blowback in the trade negotia¬ 
tions, too. Lorand Laskai of the Council on 
Foreign Relations noted last year that the 
Trump administration mentioned “Made 
in China 2025” more than 100 times in 
its Section 301 trade complaint against 
Beijing. A newly wary China has stopped 
referring to the Thousand Talents Plan or 
mentioning award recipients, according 
to recent reports by Bloomberg News and 
Nature, respectively. 

The Trump administration still doesn’t 
have a consistent, comprehensive strat¬ 
egy for dealing with China. Among other 
things, it lacks a coherent regional econom¬ 
ic framework, like the Trans-Pacific Part¬ 
nership agreement that Trump scuttled. 

But now is the right time to confront Chi¬ 
na’s bad behavior, before Beijing gets any 
stronger, and Trump has the political wind 
at his back. 
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OPINION 

What newspapers 
are saying at home 

The following editorial excerpts are se¬ 
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori¬ 
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates. 

Send immigrants to Iowa 

The Des Moines (Iowa) Register 

Whether he’s advocating a wall on the 
U.S.-Mexico border or threatening to com¬ 
pletely shut down entries, President Don¬ 
ald Trump is more about theatrics than 
logistics on immigration policy. 

His latest idea: Send undocumented 
immigrants to so-called sanctuary cit¬ 
ies — loosely defined as jurisdictions that 
refrain from cooperating with federal im¬ 
migration authorities who want city jails 
to detain people who have not committed 
serious crimes. 

He recently warned via tweet if “Dem¬ 
ocrats” don’t change immigration laws 
“Sanctuary Cities must immediately ACT 
to take care of the illegal immigrants 
— and this includes Gang Members, Drug 
dealers, Human Traffickers, and Crimi¬ 
nals of all shapes, sizes and kinds.” 

Trump seems to think relocating immi¬ 
grants to these places would be some kind 
of punishment. 

Except many of those flooding the south¬ 
ern border in recent months are bedrag¬ 
gled families from Central America. They 
are fleeing violence and seeking economic 
opportunity. 

They are looking for a job and a better 
life. In fact, they are very much like the 
Southeast Asian refugees whom former 
Iowa Gov. Robert Ray helped settle after 
the Vietnam War. The Republican leader 
responded to a humanitarian crisis with 
compassion and practicality. 

Can Trump send some of the southern 
immigrants to Iowa? 

Though the United States cannot accept 
everyone seeking asylum, this state should 
gladly take some. Our population is aging. 
Companies cannot find employees to fill 
positions, particularly in the agriculture 
industry. We need people. 

... Iowans should be raising our hands to 
resettle more refugees. 

... While the president cracks jokes and 
plays politics with immigration policy, 
this country needs more workers who buy 
homes, purchase goods and pay the federal 
taxes to fund everything from Medicare to 
Social Security. 

If only this president would recognize 
the humanitarian and economic impor¬ 
tance of attracting newcomers, particu¬ 
larly refugees. 

Gov. Ray did it in the 1970s. 

President Ronald Reagan did it in a 1982 
Christmas Day radio address in which he 
read a letter a soldier had written to his 
parents about rescuing refugees. 

“I hope we always have room for one 
more person, maybe an Afghan or a Pole 
or someone else looking for a place where 
he doesn’t have to worry about his fam¬ 
ily starving or a knock on the door in the 
night,” wrote the young man. 

The Republican president called the 
letter “a true Christmas story in the best 
sense.” 

Where is that compassionate conserva¬ 
tism now? Where is the economic practi¬ 
cality? We need it now because immigrants 
could be a boon to population-short regions, 
not the penalty Trump seems to think. 

Challenge will enliven ’20 race 

The Boston Herald 

Former Gov. William Weld has an¬ 
nounced that he will seek the Republi¬ 
can nomination for president in the 2020 
primaries. 

Weld, a fierce critic of President Donald 
Trump, is very much a long shot at this 



Charles Krupa/AP 


Former Massachusetts Gov. William Weld announced Monday that he would challenge 
President Donald Trump for the Republican nomination in the 2020 primaries. 


point, but his entrance into the race could 
completely change the dynamic of the con¬ 
test. Weld would bring a level of fun and 
vibrancy to the race, and his wit and disci¬ 
plined approach to the issues would allow 
for lively, robust debates with Trump. 

The experience would benefit Trump 
by compelling him to explain his platform, 
defend his first-term record and outline 
a clear vision for the future rather than 
Twitter-bomb the Democratic field from a 
distance. 

The task will be daunting for Weld but 
the results might provide a service to the 
former governor, to Trump and to the vot¬ 
ing public. 

Tax returns tell relevant story 

The Washington Post 

One by one, Democratic presidential 
hopefuls are releasing their tax returns. 
Years of them. Longtime holdout Sen. Ber- 
nie Sanders, I-Vt., revealed 10 years of re¬ 
turns at the tail end of Tax Day. Later that 
evening, former Texas representative Beto 
O’Rourke unveiled a decade of his per¬ 
sonal tax information. Both followed Sen. 
Kamala D. Harris, D-Calif., who released 
15 years of tax returns on Sunday, enabling 
her campaign to boast that Harris is “the 
most transparent candidate in the field 
when it comes to information about her 
personal finances.” 

It is nice to see a race to the top, rather 
than the bottom, for a change. This is the 
kind of political one-upmanship Ameri¬ 
cans should welcome. 

Clearly, part of the point is to draw a 
contrast with President Donald Trump, 
who routinely promised during the 2016 
presidential race to offer his tax informa¬ 
tion for public scrutiny. He has instead 
revealed nothing. His excuse is that his 
returns are under audit, but that would not 
prevent him from releasing tax documents 
he signed and swore to be true — and cer¬ 
tainly does not explain why he refuses to 
reveal returns from years ago, as his chal¬ 
lengers have done. 

The president’s staff has offered nothing 
more persuasive. 

... Ever since President Richard M. 
Nixon set the example, presidents and 
major candidates have revealed their tax 
return information to offer voters a view 
of how these national leaders conduct their 
private affairs. The returns sometimes ex¬ 
pose nothing surprising. 

Sometimes they result in a headline or 
two, as when the socialist Bernie Sand¬ 
ers was revealed to be a millionaire. The 
Post’s James Hohmann pointed out Tues¬ 
day that the most interesting nugget from 
the Democrats’ recent tax revelations is 
that many of the candidates have not given 
much to charity. 

Each of these women and men has years, 
if not decades, of public service that voters 
can judge. Trump entered office with a pri¬ 
vately held business of unknown value and 


a Twitter feed. It was all the more impor¬ 
tant for voters to see how reality matched 
up to his claims of private business suc¬ 
cess. Tax returns should have been only 
the baseline for transparency; a thorough 
accounting of his business arrangements 
and possible conflicts of interest was also 
needed. 

It is needed still. Americans remain in 
the dark about Trump’s potential conflicts. 
As Democratic candidates do the right 
thing, Trump continues to insult the voters 
who entrusted him to lead the nation. 

Maybe Va. governor should go 

The Richmond Times-Dispatch 

On Monday, Gov. Ralph Northam an¬ 
nounced he would not be delivering the 
commencement speech at his alma mater, 
Virginia Military Institute, nor will he at¬ 
tend any other graduation ceremonies. 

Last week, the governor appeared ready 
to emerge from his self-imposed hiatus that 
began in February following the release of 
a racist photo from his 1984 medical school 
yearbook. Northam initially issued an 
apology for the photo on Feb. 1, the day it 
surfaced, but the next day, he recanted and 
claimed it wasn’t him in the picture. 

At a press conference, he denied it was 
him in the photo but admitted to wearing 
blackface during a Michael Jackson skit 
in 1984, which only seemed to make mat¬ 
ters worse. Democratic leaders on both the 
state and national levels demanded he re¬ 
sign. But Northam insisted he was going to 
remain in office. 

For more than two months, the gover¬ 
nor made almost no public appearances 
(although he was able to work well enough 
with the General Assembly to pass some 
significant legislation). 

But by April 10, Northam seemed ready 
to reenter the public arena and state Demo¬ 
crats appeared ready to welcome him back 
on the campaign trail. As all 140 seats in 
both the House of Delegates and state Sen¬ 
ate are on the ballot this year, candidates 
were willing to see if his presence might 
be helpful. On Wednesday, he attended a 
private fundraiser at the Richmond home 
of Del. Betsy Carr. No protesters were 
present and the event seems to have gone 
smoothly. 

But that wasn’t the case with the April 
14 barbecue fundraiser for Fairfax Sen. 
David Marsden that was held in Burke. 
About 90 demonstrators from the Fairfax 
chapter of the NAACP, the Republican 
Party of Virginia and some pro-life ad¬ 
vocates assembled outside the neighbor¬ 
hood’s community center before the event. 
The governor decided not to attend, citing 
“safety concerns.” Apparently his con¬ 
cerns now extend to graduations and other 
public events. 

Northam’s spokeswoman, Ofirah 
Yheskel, told The Washington Post “the 
governor’s decision to stay away from grad¬ 
uations was not a reversal of that trend (to 


appear in public again). He decided weeks 
ago to skip those ceremonies ‘out of con¬ 
cern he would pull focus from the achieve¬ 
ments of graduates and their families.’ ” 

While that decision might have some va¬ 
lidity, we find it very unfair to the schools 
and students who now must scramble to 
find new commencement speakers. 

And we can’t help but wonder: Is Northam 
planning to remain a recluse for the rest of 
his term? Calls for his resignation continue 
from voices on the left and right and pro¬ 
testers are going to continue doing what 
they do. He isn’t going to be able to avoid 
that. But to remain inaccessible and out of 
sight is unfair to his constituents. 

Perhaps he needs to reconsider his deci¬ 
sion to remain in office. 

A loss with baseball diplomacy 

The New York Times 

When President Barack Obama began 
thawing long-frozen relations with Cuba 
— a drive that included attending a base¬ 
ball game in Havana alongside President 
Raul Castro — Mgjor League Baseball 
began negotiating with the Cuban Base¬ 
ball Federation to start legally bringing 
Cuban stars to play in the United States. 
The deal, heralded as a way to combat the 
illegal cross-border smuggling of ballplay¬ 
ers, was finally clinched in December, and 
the Cuban federation sent over its first list 
of 34 candidates on April 3. 

They won’t be coming. 

At least not legally, after the Trump ad¬ 
ministration abruptly ended the deal, an¬ 
nouncing April 8 that the Cuban federation 
was not independent of the Cuban govern¬ 
ment, as the Obama administration had 
ruled, and so paying it the fees mandated 
in the agreement would be a violation of 
American trade rules. 

Officials in the Trump administration 
also linked the reversal to Cuba’s support 
for the Venezuelan dictator Nicolas Mad- 
uro, whom Washington is trying to oust. 
“America’s national pastime should not en¬ 
able the Cuban regime’s support for Madu- 
ro in Venezuela,” tweeted John Bolton, the 
national security adviser, on the day before 
the baseball deal was canceled. 

The administration’s arguments are not 
without merit. No organization as promi¬ 
nent as the Cuban Baseball Federation can 
be fully independent of the Havana gov¬ 
ernment. And Cuba has remained a firm 
ally of Maduro, ... which has helped him 
remain in power despite demands from 
Washington and more than 50 other gov¬ 
ernments that he end his terrible rule. 

But that is not entirely what this is about. 
Obama’s effort to end more than five de¬ 
cades of hostility toward Cuba was ap¬ 
proved by a large majority of Americans 
as an opening that was long overdue. 

Allowing some players from baseball- 
mad Cuba to play legally in the major 
leagues was a win-win proposition: Players 
who might have risked dangerous flight 
could legally reach for stardom and wealth; 
Cuban baseball would make some money; 
and their presence would be tangible evi¬ 
dence of a crack in the ice. Accepting the 
myth of an independent Cuban Baseball 
Federation was deemed a necessary wink. 

The thaw was bitterly opposed from the 
outset by anti-Castro Republicans. 

Yet canceling the deal was a bad move 
done for the wrong reasons. Cuba’s deci¬ 
sion to let its athletes earn their living out¬ 
side Cuba was a step in the right direction, 
even if some dollars might have spilled 
into government coffers. And while Cuba 
should be dissuaded from propping up the 
Maduro regime, that should not be a pre¬ 
text for indulging the right-wing obsession 
with maintaining a permanent freeze on 
relations with Cuba. 

In the end, what opponents of the deal 
and the administration largely achieved 
was to deny Cuban baseball players their 
right to play at the highest level without 
having to sneak circuitously and danger¬ 
ously into the United States and to forgo 
the right to ever return to their homeland. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 “Big Blue” 

4 Twice cuatro 
8 Tubular pasta 

12 PBS funder 

13 Beloved 

14 Optimist’s credo 

15 Standards 

17 Profs’ degrees 

18 Finally 

19 Snooze 

21 Sound from 
a hot wok 

22 “Conga” singer 
Estefan 

26 Eastern 

European cake 

29 Wager 

30 Nile reptile 

31 Novelist Anita 

32 “Mayday!” 

33 Ovid’s 53 

34 Hostel 

35 Farm pen 

36 Tightly packed 

37 Illinois city 

39 Day light 

40 Corn serving 

41 Tempt 
45 Wicked 
48 Bliss 

50 News reporter 
Logan 

51 Nepal’s continent 

52 a Wonderful 
Life” 

53 Linen source 

4-19 CRYPTOQUIP 

XTOYF KGTKUFWM 

WTAWFGAYAQ VUF SFXYNF 
TZ JA TADYAF X T A F M 
VGJANZFG NFGOYWF: “Y NFF 
SFJS K JMKJD 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHY ARE TROWELS, 
HOES AND SPADES COMMON ITEMS IN NOVELS 
AND MOVIES? THEY’RE PLOT DEVICES. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals P 


54 Squad 

55 Command 
to Rover 

DOWN 

1 Early Peruvian 

2 Ernie’s pal 

3 Postal delivery 

4 Black Sea port 

5 Breath mint 
brand 

6 “Bali —” 

7 Vitamin C 
providers 

8 Lighter brand 

9 German pronoun 

10 Wee bit 

11 — and outs 

16 To-do list items 
20 PC key 

23 Picnic spoiler 

24 Egyptian deity 


25 baked 
in —” 

26 Radar dot 

27 First-rate 

28 U2 lead singer 

29 Lad 

32 Ogle 

33 Slow, in music 

35 “Chandelier” 
singer 

36 “Girls” star Lena 

38 Chill out 

39 Old photo tint 

42 Rainbow 

43 New York’s 
— Field 

44 Sunrise 
direction 

45 Sprite 

46 Actor Kilmer 

47 401 (k) alternative 
49 Work with 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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you KNOW TUM LINE 

A50UT HOW IT'S 5 O'CLOCK 
SOMEWHERE? 

— 1 ~ j t ■ .y 

\ SW IT’S M.50 \ 

JUNE SOMEWHERE. ) 

■ 







SURE. THERE COMES A PAY 
WHEN YOU LOOK IN THE 
MIRROR ANP REALIZE 
YOU'RE NOT A STALLION 
ANYMORE. YOUR COAT IS 
GREYING, ANP YOUR 
SAPPLE IS TOO TIGHT. 




THE TRICK IS REALIZING 
THAT A PONKEY CAN BE 
OUST AS BEAUTIFUL. ...tSH. 




Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Summary 
6 Barrel parts 

12 Without 
exception 

13 Salsa brand 

14 Sweetheart 

15 Try to rip open 

16 Regarding 

17 Chore 
19QB’s stats 

20 Scrooge’s cries 
22 Droop 
24 Embassy VIP 
27 Proboscis 
29 AAA jobs 
32 South Dakota 
monument 

35 Comic strip 
possum 

36 Curved lines 

37 Decorate 
Easter eggs 

38 Dhabi preceder 
40 Comestibles 
42 Flow out 

44 Recipe meas. 

46 Golden rule word 
50 Ray of 
“Goodfellas” 

52 Like some 
swimming pools 
54 Attractive person 


55 Veteran sailor 

56 Order by classes 

57 Doctrine 

DOWN 

1 Certain deer 

2 Part of Q.E.D. 

3 Ersatz chocolate 

4 “The Greatest” 

5 Overabundance 

6 Lushes 

7 Long journeys 

8 — glance 

9 “Impressive!” 

10 “Zounds!” 

11 Pre-college 
exams 

12 Rx overseer 
18 Guarantees 
21 Busy insect 


23$ dispenser 

24 Music booster 

25 Cattle call 

26 Objects of fear 
28 Daydreamer 

30 Like some humor 

31 Observe 

33 San Francisco’s 
— Hill 

34 FDR follower 
39 Out-and-out 

41 Egypt’s neighbor 

42 Jazzy Fitzgerald 

43 Resumes 
45 Homer’s son 

47 Protuberance 

48 Horn sound 

49 Assoc. 

51 Ring decision 
53 Born 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



4-20 CRYPTOQUIP 


ZV Z FLRX ENHR BDMRO 


VNOFE A Q G KRRL GZEYQIBARG, 
Z XNMOG YDNKQKOW BDW 


“IAR KDMIZEA QDR BNHZLU!” 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: MOVIE PROPHECY 
CONCERNING THE DEMISE OF AN ONLINE MONEY 
TRANSFER SERVICE: “I SEE DEAD PAYPAL.” 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals K 
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Support 
the mission 


When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 

Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or email MemberServices@stripes.com for more information. 


STARS*»STRIPES. 
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SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 



Attorneys 


178 Transportation 


Court It Carptfilrf 


THE LOCAL CIVILIAN ^ 
MILITARY DEFENSE FIRM 


(833) 446-UCMJ (x8265) 

www.militarylawfirm.com 


Dental 



AMERICAN 
DOCTORS 
& STAFF 

Creating 3-feaCtfiy SmiCes 


• Certified Orthodontics 

• American Dental 
Hygienists 

• Family Dentistry 


Ramstein Dental Care 
06371 406 230 
Poststrasse 1, 
66877 Ramstein 
Ramsteindental.com 


VEHICLE 

SHIPPING SERVICES 


• International Shipping 

• Import & Export 

• Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) 

• Door to door pick-up/delivery service 


• Customs clearance 

• All Risk Marine Insurance 

• Auto Insurance (Germany only) 



m 


LOGISTICS EUROPE GMBH 


For Further Information Please Contact 


GERMANY 

Phone: +49-(0)6134-2592730 

Toll-free: 0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 

info@transglobal-logistics.de 
www.transglobal-logistics.de 


WEB: 


U.S.A 

+1-972-602-1670 Ext. 1701 
+1-800-264-8167 (US only) 
info@tgal.us 
www.tgal.us 


For 2nd POVShipments - Offices/Agencies near Military Installations 



Transportation 


944 


Ship Cars and Containers t ind from the USA 



0-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447) 

info@worldwide-ship.de 

www.worldwide-ship.de 


Off Duty? 
Amuse Yourself! 


Concerts, events, 
TV, movies, 
music, video games, 
celebrity antics... 


Get entertained with... 


STARS^STRIPES. 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSlQfSTRIPES: 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


] Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and havi 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 


] People saying Free Dog 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 


relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


| Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! [ 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video games, 
celebrity antics... 

Get entertained with... 

STARS^STRIPES. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 


Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS— sell everything 
with Stripes 


STARSlQfSTRIPES. 



Reading Stars and Stripes 
gives you a better handle on 
issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the 
bases the way we do. 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 


Sell Your Stuff! 



Take the fuss out 
of packing up for 
your next PCS —sell 
everything with 
Stripes free classifieds! 


Read STARSiqSTRIPES. online at 


www.stripes.com 




RELOCATING TO 
HAMPTON ROADS, VA? 

Realty Services for those Who Serve! 
Purchases , Sales , Rentals, Prop Mgmt 

ERIC GARDNER c*™ 

ASSOC. BROKER, REALTOR*, CRS, GRI, ABR 



OVER $50K IN VET REWARDS 2017/1# 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 


In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 


STARS^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America’s military. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast 
and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARSlQfSTRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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Career CENTER 


Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a 
better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 

STARSl^STRIPES. 

In print • Online atstripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 


Troops to 

Teachers 


Troops to Teachers is a military career 
transition program that helps eligible members of the 
armed forces begin new careers as K-12 public school 
teachers. Skills acquired in the military like leadership, 
initiative, discipline, integrity, and the ability to thrive in 
an ever-changing environment are a natural fit for the 
classroom. 

Apply at proudtoserveagain.com. 

Become a part of the Texas teaching family. 

Contact us at texastroopstoteachers.org 
or 800-810-5484. 


Ofi\ T’fie T faces You’CC See wit ft 




Visit before you go! 





Stripes.com/travel 
Europe. Stripes.com 
Guam. Stripes.com 



Japan. Stripes.com 
Korea. Stripes.com 
Okinawa. Stripes.com 
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Mobile 


Mobile apps with constantly updating news, 
featuring breaking news and stories from reporters 
at overseas bases. Unique galleries of images 
available nowhere else presented in an uncluttered 
interface and a responsive, intuitive design. 

One iOS app serves both phone and tablet devices. 



Web 


Discover unique stories from reporters at bases 
around the world and embedded with downrange 
forces at Stripes.com, along with military news from 
every part of the country and photo galleries you’ll 
see nowhere else. DoDDs sports also gets good 
coverage online. If it concerns our U.S. forces, 
you’ll find it on our website. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

stars s-j Stripes. 

UNBIASED NEWS WHATEVER 
WAY YOU WANT IT. 


In print, we serve military 
stationed overseas in 
contingency areas, Europe 
and Pacific. Daily editions 
focus on military news and 
include sports, comics and 
opinion. Available by mail 
delivery to any U.S. address. 


Newspaper 
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Get the news 
that matters to you, 
from the source you trust 



Daily Headlines Veterans News Military History and more 
Sign up now for Stars and Stripes FREE eNewsletters 

STARS^STRIPES. stri P es - com /newsletters 







Page 54 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Friday, April 19,2019 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College baseball 


Wednesday’s scores 

EAST 

Boston College 5, Northeastern 3 

Bryant 14, Quinnipiac 5 

Chestnut Hill 6, Bloomfield 1 

Columbia 1, Monmouth 0 

Coppin St. 5, Towson 2 

Fairfield 7, Sacred Heart 0 

Goldey-Beacom 5, Post (Conn.) 3 

Grove City 4, St. Vincent 0 

Hofstra 6, Rutgers 4 

Iona 13, Albany 1 

Lehigh 12, Lafayette 1 

Marist 11, Bingnamton 5 

Navy 3, Bucknell 1 

Princeton 11, Rider 0 

St. John Fisher at Houghton, ppd. 

Sciences (Pa.) 5, Dominican (N.Y.) 3 

Thiel 10, Chatham 1 

UMBC 6, Md.-Eastern Shore 1 

West Virginia at Penn St., ppd. 

WVU Tech 14, Ohio Christian 3 
Wilmington (Del.) 3, Nyack 0 
SOUTH 

E. Mennonite 8, Shenandoah 5 
Emmanuel 11, Augusta 5 
George Mason 9, Maryland 5 

MIDWEST 

Concordia (Mich.) at Cent. Michigan, ppd. 
Grace (Ind.) at W. Michigan, ppd. 
Hannibal-LaGrange 11-4, Culver- 
Stockton 9-7 

Indiana South Bend at St. Ambrose, 2, 
ppd. 

Toledo 11, Fort Wayne 7 
Trinity Christian at N. Illinois, ccd. 
Wright St. 11, Cedarville 0 


Auto racing 

1 

Pro baseball 

1 

Pro soccer 

1 

Deals 


Lotte Championship 

LPGA Tour 
At Ko Olina GC 
Kapolei, Hawaii 
Purse: $2 million 
Yardage: 6,397; Par 72 
First Round 
a-denotes amateur 

30- 33-6 
34-30-6 
33-32-6 
32-33-6 

32- 34-6 

33- 33-6 
33-34-6 

32- 35-6 

33- 34-6 
33-34-6 
33-34-6 
33-34-6 
32-35-6 

32- 35-6 

33- 34-6 

34- 33-6 

31- 37-6 

32- 36-6 

33- 35-6 

34- 34-6 

34- 34-6 

35- 33-6 
32-36-6 

34- 34-6 

31- 37-6 

32- 36-6 

35- 33-6 

33- 35-6 

34- 35-6 

35- 34-6 
34-35-6 

34- 35-6 

33- 36-6 

35- 34-6 

34- 35-6 
33-36-6 
33-36-6 

33- 37-7 

34- 36-7 

34- 36-7 

35- 35-7 

36- 34-7 
36-34-7 

35- 35-7 

36- 34-7 
35-35-7 

34- 36-7 

35- 35-7 


Nelly Korda 
Eun-Hee Ji 
Hyejin Choi 
Brooke M. Henderson 
So Yeon Ryu 
Hannah Green 
P.K. Kongkraphan 
Chella Choi 
Haru Nomura 
In Gee Chun 
Ariya Jutanugarn 
Lilia Vu 

Moriya Jutanugarn 
Danielle Kang 
Minjee Lee 
Suzuka Yamaguchi 
Pajaree Anannarukarn 
Karen Chung 
Madelene Sagstrom 
Nicole Broch Larsen 
Brittany Altomare 
Mi Jung Hur 
Ryann O’Toole 
Pornanong Phatlum 
Sei Young Kim 
Carlota Ciganda 
Azahara Munoz 
Pavarisa Yoktuan 
Celine Boutier 
Jing Yan 
Jin Young Ko 
Lee-Anne Pace 
Ruixin Liu 
Emma Talley 
Alena Sharp 
Elizabeth Szokol 
Lindsey Weaver 
Minami Katsu 
Laetitia Beck 
Jackie Stoelting 
Mariajo Uribe 
Maria Torres 
Kristen Gillman 
Katherine Kirk 
Klara Spilkova 
Aditi Ashok 
Ashleigh Buhai 
Peiyun Chien 
Giulia Molinaro 
Dottie Ardina 
Brittany Lang 
Kris Tamulis 
Na Yeon Choi 
Shanshan Feng 
Hyo Joo Kim 
Lindy Duncan 
Jennifer Song 
Lauren Stephenson 
Jeongmin Cho 
Robyn Choi 
Charley Hull 
Stacy Lewis 
Pernilla Lindberg 
Paula Creamer 
Amy Olson 
Lizette Salas 
Daniela Darquea 
Gemma Dryburgh 
Dori Carter 
Isi Gabsa 


36-34-i 

36-34-; 

34-36-; 

34- 36-; 
33-37-; 

35- 35-; 
35-35-; 

35- 36-; 

36- 35-; 
35-36-; 

33- 38-; 

37- 34-; 

35- 36-; 

36- 35-; 
36-35-; 

35- 36-; 

34- 37-; 

36- 35-; 

37- 34-; 


Monster Energy NASCAR Cup 
schedule and winners 

Sunday, Feb. 17 - Daytona 500, Daytona 
Beach, Fla. (Denny Hamlin) 

Sunday, Feb. 24 - Folds of Honor Qui- 
kTrip 500, Hampton, Ga. (Brad Keselowski) 

Sunday, March 3 - Pennzoil 400, Las Ve¬ 
gas (Joey Logano) 

Sunday, March 10 - TicketGuardian 500, 
Avondale, Ariz. (Kyle Busch) 

Sunday, March 17 - Auto Club 400, Fon¬ 
tana, Calif. (Kyle Busch) 

Sunday, March 24 - STP 500, Martins¬ 
ville, Va. (Brad Keselowski) 

Sunday, March 31 - O’Reilly Auto Parts 
500, Fort Worth, Texas (Denny Hamlin) 

Sunday, April 7 - Food City 500, Bristol, 
Tenn. (Kyle Busch) 

Saturday, April 13 - Toyota Owners 400, 
Richmond, Va. (Martin Truex Jr.) 

Sunday, April 28 - Geico 500, Talladega, 
Ala. 

Sunday, May 5 - Gander RV 400, Dover, 

lay 11 - MENCS race, Kan¬ 
sas city, Kan. 

Sunday, May 26 - Coca-Cola 600, Con- 

Sunday, June 2 - Pocono 400, Long 
Pond, Pa. 

Sunday, June 9 - FireKeepers Casino 
400, Brooklyn, Mich. 

Sunday, June 23 - Toyota/Save Mart 
350, Sonoma, Calif. 

Sunday, June 30 - Camping World 400, 
Joliet, III. 

Saturday, July 6 - Coke Zero Sugar 400, 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Saturday, July 13 - Quaker State 400, 
Sparta, Ky. 

Sunday, July 21 - Foxwoods Resort Ca¬ 
sino 301, Loudon, N.H. 

Sunday, July 28 - Gander RV 400, Long 
Pond, Pa. 


Del. 


April 

Beacn, C 


Tampa Bay 
New York 
Baltimore 
Toronto 
Boston 

Cleveland 
Minnesota 
Detroit 
Chicago 
Kansas City 


Central Division 


10 


12 


West Division 

Houston 12 6 

Seattle 13 8 

Texas 10 7 

Oakland 11 10 

Los Angeles 8 10 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
East Division 


New York 
Atlanta 
Washington 
Miami 


Central Division 

i 12 


10 


.625 


St. Louis 

Chicago a y 

Cincinnati 5 12 

West Division 
Los Angeles 12 8 

San Diego 11 8 

Arizona 9 9 

San Francisco 8 11 

Colorado 6 12 

Wednesday’s games 
Kansas City 4, Chicago White Sox 


- Consumers Energy 


Glen, Watki_ 

Sunday, Aug. 

400, Brooklyn, MicL. 

Saturday, Aug. 17 - Bass Pro Shops NRA 
Night Race, Bristol, Tenn. 

Sunday, Sept. 1 - Bogangles’ Southern 
500, Darlington, S.C. 

Sunday, Sept. 8 - Big Machine Vodka 
400 at the Brickyard, Indianapolis 

Sunday, Sept. 15 - South Point 400, Las 
Vegas 
Satt 

Parts 400,1.... 

Sunday, Sept. 29 - Bank of American 
ROVAL 400, Concord, N.C. 

Sunday, Oct. 6 - MENCS race, Dover, 
Del. 

Sunday, Oct. 13 - 1000Bulbs.com 500, 
Talladega, Ala. 

Sunday, Oct. 20 - Hollywood Casino 400, 
Kansas City, Kan. 

Sunday, Oct. 27 - First Data 500, Mar¬ 
tinsville, Va. 

Sunday, Nov. 3 - AAA Texas 500, Fort 
Worth, Texas 

Sunday, Nov. 10 - MENCS race, Avon¬ 
dale, Ariz. 

y Sunday, Nov. 17 - Ford EcoBoost 400, 
8 Homestead, Fla. 

IndyCar schedule and winners 

March 10 - Firestone Grand Prix of St. 
Petersburg (Josef Newgarden) 

March 24 - IndyCar Classic, Austin, Tex¬ 
as (Colton Herta) 

April 7 - Honda Indy Grand Prix of Ala¬ 
bama, Birmingham (Takuma Sato) 

April 14 - Acura Grand Prix of Long 


May 26 - Indianapolis 500 
June 1 - Chevrolet Detroit Grand Prix 
(Race 1), Belle Isle Park, Mich. 

June 2 - Chevrolet Detroit Grand Prix 
(Race 2), Belle Isle Park, Mich. 

June 8 - DXC Technology 600, Fort Worth, 
Texas 

June 23 - REV Group Grand Prix at Road 
America, Elkhart Lake, Wis. 

July 14 - Honda Indy Toronto 
July 20 - Iowa Corn 300, Newton 
July 28 - Honda Indy 200 at Mid-Ohio, 
Lexington, Ohio 

Aug. 18 - ABC Supply 500, Long Pond, 
Pa. 

500, Viadison, III. 

Sept. 1 - Grand Prix of Portland (Ore.) 
Sept. 22 - Firestone Grand Prix of Mon¬ 
terey, Salinas, Calif. 

Formula One 
schedule and winners 

March 17 - Australian Grand Prix, Mel¬ 
bourne (Valtteri Bottas) 

March 31 - Bahrain Grand Prix, Sakhir 
(Lewis Hamilton) 

April 14 - Chinese Grand Prix, Beijing 
(Lewis Hamilton) 

April 28 - Azerbaijan Grand Prix, Baku 
May 12 - Spanish Grand Prix, Barcelona 
May 26 - Monaco Grand Prix, Monte 

June 9 - Canadian Grand Prix, Montreal 
June 23 - French Grand Prix, Le Castel- 
let 

June 30 - Austrian Grand Prix, Spielberg 
July 14 - British Grand Prix, Silverstone, 
England 

July 2i 

heim 

Aug. 4 - Hungarian Grand Prix, Buda- 

Sept. 1 - Belgian Grand Prix, Spa-Fran- 
corchamps 

Sept. 8 - Italian Grand Prix, Monza 
Sept. 22 - Singapore Grand Prix 
Sept. 29 - Russian Grand Prix, Sochi 
Oct. 13 - Japanese Grand Prix, Suzuka 
Oct. 27 - Mexican Grand Prix, Mexico 
City 

Nov. 3 - United States Grand Prix, Austin, 
Texas 

Nov. 17 - Brazilian Grand Prix, Sao Paolo 
Dec. 1 - Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, Yas Ma¬ 
rina, UAE 


- German Grand Prix, Hocken- 


Calendar 

May 4-5 — Houston vs. Los Angeles 
Angels at Monterrey, Mexico. 

June 3 — Amateur draft starts, Secau- 


D.C. United 

Columbus 

Montreal 

Toronto FC 

Philadelphia 

Orlando City 

Cincinnati 


3 2 2 11 8 11 


2 3 2 

12 3 


2 2 


New York 

Atlanta i 

New York City FC 0 

New Englancf 1 b l 4 b 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF 
Los Angeles FC 6 1 1 19 21 

Seattle 5 0 1 16 14 

LA Galaxy 5 

Houston 4 

FC Dallas 4 

MinnesotaJJnited 3 

Sporting " 

Real Salt 


11 13 
8 10 
8 10 


15 11 6 

13 12 6 

13 12 8 

10 14 11 

9 14 7 


3, 10 


N.Y. Yankees 5, Boston 3 
Cleveland 1, Seattle 0 
Pittsburgh 3, Detroit 2,10 innings 
Tampa Bay 8, Baltimore 1 
Minnesota 4, Toronto 1 
Texas 5, L.A. Angels 4 
Oakland 2, Houston 1 
Philadelphia 3, N.Y. Mets 2 
St. Louis 6, Milwaukee 3 
L.A. Dodgers 3, Cincinnati 2 
Washington 9, San Francisco 6 
Chicago Cubs 6, Miami 0 
Arizona 3, Atlanta 2,10 innings 
Thursday’s games 
Chicago White Sox at Detroit 
Toronto at Minnesota 
Kansas City at N.Y. Yankees 
Baltimore at Tampa Bay 
Seattle at L.A. Angels 
Arizona at Atlanta 
San Francisco at Washington 
L.A. Dodgers at Milwaukee 
Philadelphia at Colorado 
Cincinnati at San Diego 
Friday’s games 

Kansas City (Junis 1-1) at N.Y. Yankees 
(Sabathia 0-0) 

Minnesota (Berrios 2-1) at Baltimore 
(Cobb 0-0) 

Atlanta (Teheran 2-1) at Cleveland 
(Kluber 1-2) 

Boston (Rodriguez 1-2) at Tampa Bay 
(TBD) 

Chicago White Sox (Rodon 2-2) at De¬ 
troit (Zimmermann 0-2) 

Houston (Verlander 2-0) at Texas 
(Smyly0-1) 

Seattle (Gonzales 4-0) at L.A. Angels 
(Pena 0-1) 

Toronto (Stroman 0-3) at Oakland 
(Brooks 2-1) 

Arizona (Kelly 1-1) at Chicago Cubs 
(Hendricks 0-3) 

San Francisco (Bumgarner 1-2) at 
Pittsburgh (Lyles 1-0) 

Washington (Sanchez 0-1) at Miami 
(Smith 1-0) 

L.A. Dodgers (Stripling 1-1) at Milwau¬ 
kee (Chacin 2-2) 

N.Y. Mets (deGrom 2-2) at St. Louis 
(Wainwright 1-1) 

Philadelphia (Velasquez 0-0) at Colo¬ 
rado (Marquez 2-1) 

Cincinnati (DeSclafani 0-1) at San Di¬ 
ego (Strahm 0-2) 

Saturday’s games 
Kansas City at N.Y. Yankees 
Chicago White Sox at Detroit 
Toronto at Oakland 
Boston at Tampa Bay 
Minnesota at Baltimore 
Houston at Texas 
Seattle at L.A. Angels 
N.Y. Mets at St. Louis 
Arizona at Chicago Cubs 
San Francisco at Pittsburgh 
Atlanta at Cleveland 
Washington at Miami 
L.A. Dodgers at Milwaukee 
Philadelphia at Colorado 
Cincinnati at San Diego 

Sunday’s games 
Kansas City at N.Y. Yankees 
Minnesota at Baltimore 
Washington at Miami 
Chicago White Sox at Detroit 
San Francisco at Pittsburgh 
Boston at Tampa Bay 
L.A. Dodgers at Milwaukee 
N.Y. Mets at St. Louis 
Arizona at Chicago Cubs 
Houston at Texas 
Philadelphia at Colorado 
Seattle at L.A. Angels 
Toronto at Oakland 
Cincinnati at San Diego 
Atlanta at Cleveland 


Real Salt Lake 

Vancouver i 4 z a t> iu 

San Jose 1 5 0 3 6 16 

Colorado 0 5 2 2 11 19 

Portland 0 5 1 1 6 17 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday’s game 

- 1 ‘ gele 

_ „ame 

Real Salt Lake at Cincinnati 
Minnesota United at Toronto FC 
Houston at LA Galaxy 

Saturday’s games 
Colorado at Chicago 
Montreal at Philadelphia 
Vancouver at Orlando City 
FC Dallas at Atlanta 
New York at New England 
Portland at Columbus 
Sporting Kansas City at San Jose 
Sunday’s games 
New York City FC at D.C. United 
Seattle at Los Angeles FC 

Wednesday, April 24 
Chicago at New York City FC 
D.C. United at Columbus 
Montreal at New England 
LA Galaxy at Minnesota United 
San Jose at Seattle 

Saturday, April 27 
Orlando City at New York City FC 
Portland at Toronto FC 
San Jose at FC Dallas 
Philadelphia at Vancouver 
Colorado at Atlanta 
Cincinnati at New York 
Columbus at Houston 
New England at Sporting Kansas City 
Sunday, April 28 
Chicago at Montreal 
D.C. United at Minnesota United 
Los Angeles FC at Seattle 
Real Salt Lake at LA Galaxy 

Wednesday 
Whitecaps 1, 

Los Angeles FC 0 

Los Angeles FC 0 0—0 

Vancouver 1 0—1 

First half— 1, Vancouver, In-beom, 1, 
27th minute. 

Goalies— Los Angeles FC, Tyler Miller, 
Pablo Sisniega; Vancouver, Maxime Cre- 
peau, Zac MacMath. 

Yellow Cards— Vancouver, Henry, 19th; 


Monte-Carlo Masters 

Wednesday 

At The Monte-Carlo Country Club 
Monaco 

Purse: $4.8 million (Masters 1000) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Second Round 

Pierre-Hugues Herbert, France, def. 
Kei Nishikori (5), Japan, 7-5, 6-4. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (6), Greece, def. 
Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, 6-3, 7-5. 

Daniil Medvedev (10), Russia, def. 
Radu Albot, Moldova, 6-1, 6-2. 

Alexander Zverev (3), Germany, def. 
Felix Auger-Aliassime, Canada, 6-1, 6-4. 

Fabio Fognini (13), Italy, def. Gilles Si¬ 
mon, France, walkover. 

Cameron Norrie, Britain, def. Marton 
Fucsovics, Hungary, 7-6 (3), 6-3. 

Taylor Fritz, United States, def. Diego 
Schwartzman, Argentina, 6-4, 6-2. 

Rafael Nadal (2), Spain, def. Roberto 
Bautista Agut, Spain, 6-1, 6-1. 

Grigor Dimitrov, Bulgaria, def. Jan-Len- 
nard Struff, Germany, 7-6 (2), 6-4. 

Dominic Thiem (4), Austria, def. Mar¬ 
tin Klizan, Slovakia, 6-1, 6-4. 

Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, def. David Gof- 
fin (16), Belgium, 6-3, 6-4. 


Wednesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

COMISSIONER'S OFFICE - Suspended 
Pittsburgh SS Ji-Hwan Bae (Greensboro- 
SAL) 30 games for violating the Minor 
League Baseball Player Domestic Vio¬ 
lence, Sexual Assault and Child Abuse 
Policy. 

American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Reinstated C 
Austin Wynns from the 10-day IL and op¬ 
tioned him to Norfolk (IL). 

BOSTON RED SOX - Sent 2B Brock 
Holt to Pawtucket (IL) for a rehab assign- 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Optioned OF 
Daniel Palkato Charlotte (IL). 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Optioned SS 
Eric Stamets to Columbus (IL). Selected 
the contract of SS Mike Freeman from 
Columbus. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Optioned RHP 
John Curtiss to Salt Lake (IL). Recalled 
LHP Dillon Peters from Salt Lake. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Placed RHP 
Marco Estrada on the 10-day IL. Recalled 
RHP Chris Bassitt from Las Vegas (PCL). 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Reinstated C Bri¬ 
an McCann from the 10-day IL. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Sent LHP 
Rich Hill to Rancho Cucamonga (Cal) for 
a rehab assignment. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Placed RHP 
Alex Wilson on paternity leave. Re¬ 
called RHP Jake Petrickafrom Wisconsin 
(MWL). Transferred RHP Corey Knebel to 
the 60-day IL. 

NEW YORK METS - Optioned RHP 
Drew Gagnon to Syracuse (IL). Recalled 
RHP Jacob Rhame from Syracuse. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Optioned 
RHPs Drew Anderson and Nick Pivetta 
to Lehigh Valley (IL). Recalled RHP Jerad 
Eickhoff from Lehigh Valley. Selected 
the contract of 2B Phil Gosselin from Le¬ 
high Valley (IL). Transferred RHP Tommy 
Hunter to the 60-day IL. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Optioned RHP 
Dovydas Neverauskas to Indianapolis 
(IL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Placed RHP 
Mike Mayers and OFs Harrison Bader 
and Tyler O’Neill on the 10-day IL, Bader 
retroactive to Sunday. Optioned 3B Drew 
Robinson to Memphis (PCL). Recalled 
OF Lane Thomas, SS Yairo Munoz and 
RHPs Giovanny Gallegos and Ryan Hels- 
ley from Memphis (PCL). Sent RHP Luke 
Gregerson to Springfield (TL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES - Named Rich 
Cho vice president of basketball strategy 
and Glen Grunwald senior adviser within 
the basketball operations department. 

FOOTBALL 

Alliance of American Football 

AAF — Ceased business operations 
and filed for bankruptcy. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CALGARY FLAMES - Recalled G Tyler 
Parsons, LW Ryan Lomberg, RW/C Curtis 
Lazar, RWs Matthew Phillips and Buddy 
Robinson, D Marcus Hogstrom and Rinat 
Valiev and Cs Spencer Foo, Glenn Gawdin 
and Tyler Graovac from Stockton (ECHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Signed G Gilles 
Senn to a two-year, entry-level contract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

MLS — Fined Minnesota United FC MF 
Osvaldo Alonso for violating the league's 
policy regarding hands to the face, head 
or neck of an opponent. Fined Colo¬ 
rado Rapids MF Nicolas Mezquida for 
simulation/embellishment during game 
against D.C. United. Fined FC Cincinnati 
D Mathieu Deplagne for violating of the 
league’s policy regarding hands to the 
face, head or neck of an opponent. 

COLUMBUS CREW - Named Neil Mc- 
Guinness director of scouting. 

COLLEGE 

FLORIDA — Announced sophomore 
F Anthony Duruji has transferred from 
Louisiana Tech. 

GONZAGA — Junior F Brandon Clarke 
declared for the NBA Draft. 

LSU — Announced Joe Alieva is step¬ 
ping down as athletic director and will 
be special assistant to the president for 
donor relations. 

MEMPHIS - Named Jeff Crane deputy 
athletics director. 

SOUTH CAROLINA - Freshman G A.J. 
Lawson declared for the NBA Draft. 

VIRGINIA — Junior F Mamadi Diakite 
declared for the NBA Draft. 


AP sportlight 


First Round 

Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and Marcelo 
Melo (2), Brazil, def. Marcel Granollers 
and Marc Lopez, Spain, 7-6 (8), 6-4. 

Second Round 

Jamie Murray, Britain, and Bruno 
Soares (3), Brazil, def. Ivan Dodig, Croa¬ 
tia, and Edouard Roger-Vasselin, France, 
7-6 (5), 6-7 (4), 10-8. 

Maximo Gonzalez and Horacio Zebal- 
los, Argentina, def. Oliver Marach, Aus¬ 
tria, and Mate Pavic (5), Croatia, 6-3, 3-6, 
10-6. 

Nikola Mektic and Franko Skugor (7), 
Croatia, def. Karen Khachanov, Russia, 
and Feliciano Lopez, Spain, 3-6, 6-3,10-4. 

Robin Haase and Wesley Koolhof, 
Netherlands, def. Alexander and Mischa 
Zverev, Germany, 6-7 (8), 6-4, 10-8. 


April 19 

1930 — Clarence DeMar wins the Bos¬ 
ton Marathon for a record seventh time, 
in 2:34:48.2. 

1947 — The Toronto Maple Leafs post 
a 2-1 victory over the Montreal Cana- 
diens to take the NHL Stanley Cup in six 
games. 

1948 — Gerard Cote of Canada wins 
his fourth Boston Marathon with a time 
Of 2:31:02. 

1950 — Nineteen-year-old Ham Kee 
Yong becomes the youngest to win the 
Boston Marathon with a 2:32:39 clock¬ 
ing. 

1986 — Michael Spinks wins a split de¬ 
cision against Larry Holmes to retain the 
world heavyweight title in Las Vegas. 

1991 — Evander Holyfield retains the 
heavyweight title with a unanimous 12- 
round decision over 42-year-old chal¬ 
lenger George Foreman in Atlantic City, 
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GOLF/NFL 

Molinari refocuses 
after Masters woes 



Tom Brady and the Patriots will face the Pittsburgh Steelers in Week 1 of the 2019 NFL season. 

Pats to open vs. Steelers; 
5 international games set 


By Pete Iacobelli 

Associated. Press 

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C. 
— Francesco Molinari feels worn 
out after collapsing on the final 
nine at the Masters last week and 
is looking to conjure up the men¬ 
tal energy to compete at the RBC 
Heritage. 

Molinari, the reigning British 
Open champion, carried a two- 
stroke lead with seven holes left 
before a pair of uncharacteristic 
mistakes. He landed shots in the 
water on the 12th and 15th holes 
for two double-bogeys at Augusta 
National that dropped him from 
contention into a tie for fifth, 
two shots behind winner Tiger 
Woods. 

Molinari acknowledged 

Wednesday that he is still seeking 
the spark to move past last Sun¬ 
day and get him going at Harbour 
Town Golf Links. 

“You try,” he said. “You’re 
never quite sure how long that’s 
going to take.” 

Molinari won’t have long if he 
plans to contend. He faces an¬ 
other stacked field that includes 
Masters’ runner-ups Dustin 
Johnson and Xander Schauffele, 
along with Webb Simpson, who 
finished tied with Molinari. 

In all, 11 of the top 30 players 
in the world, led by No. 1 Johnson, 
teed it up Thursday. 

Woods, who has only played in 
one RBC Heritage in 1999, is off 
this week. 

Molinari said his mistakes were 
straightforward and easy enough 
to diagnose with a bad swing on 
the par-3 12th and a bad choice 
on the par-5 15th. 

“But more than that, my con¬ 
cern is just having the mental en¬ 
ergies to perform this week and 
be competitive against a really 
strong field. That will be the chal¬ 
lenge for me,” he said. 

Molinari, 36, has been a rev¬ 
elation, especially in majors, the 
last two seasons. He’s posted four 
top-six finishes — including his 
British Open win at Carnoustie 
last July — over his past six major 
tournaments after never finish¬ 
ing better than ninth in his first 
32 such appearances. 

Johnson was pleased with his 
performance at Augusta, despite 
missing a birdie putt on the 72nd 
hole that might have tied him 
with Woods. 

“Obviously, one stroke, defi¬ 
nitely could’ve found that some¬ 
where,” Johnson said. “But all 
in all, it was a good week and I 
played well when I needed to.” 

Johnson, a South Carolina na¬ 
tive, returned to Harbour Town 
last year for the first time in al¬ 
most a decade and finished tied 
for 16th, his best RBC Heritage 
showing in three appearances. 
The speculation on Johnson’s 
extended absence are similar to 
theories about why Woods does 
not play here — tight, unforgiving 
fairways where positioning shots 
is as important as bombing them 
a long way. 


“If I’m playing well, I enjoy any 
golf course,” Johnson countered. 
“If I’m hitting the ball where I 
want to, no matter what type of 
course it is, I like it. This is the 
kind of golf I grew up playing. It’s 
something I’m used to. Last year, 
I had some success and I’m look¬ 
ing to have some more success 
this year.” 

Simpson, too, believes his strong 
play at the Masters can continue 
this week. One of his two top-five 
career finishes at Harbour Town 
came last year. 

“I know what to do around this 
golf course,” he said. “It’s kind of 
a quirky, tricky golf course, but I 
always love being here.” 

Despite last week’s events, 
Molinari said he carries much 
more confidence into all his tour¬ 
naments these days. His three 
PGA Tour victories have all come 
since last July, including a win 
last month at the Arnold Palmer 
Invitational. 

“I’ve never been a guy who 
showed up on tour and started 
winning straight away,” Molinari 
said. “Definitely the last few steps 
have been more mental rather 
than technical or anything else.” 

Molinari, ranked seventh in 
the world, will put that to the test 
when this tournament ends with 
three weeks off before returning 
to action at the PGA Champion¬ 
ship at Bethpage Black in New 
York. Molinari backed up his 
British Open win with a sixth at 
the PGA last August and is anx¬ 
ious for the next one. 

“I’ll analyze with a colder mind 
what happened (at the Masters) 
and just move forward toward 
Bethpage,” Molinari said. 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Francesco Molinari hits from 
the second tee during the final 
round of the Masters. Molinari 
said the mistakes that cost him 
a chance at his first green jacket 
are easy to diagnose as he 
prepares for the RBC Heritage. 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The NFL’s 
100th season will begin with its 
most classic rivalry and feature 
the Super Bowl champion Patri¬ 
ots hosting Pittsburgh in the first 
Sunday night game. 

As previously announced, NFL 
100 will kick off with Green Bay 
at Chicago for the 199th meet¬ 
ing of a series that began in 1921. 
That Sept. 5 game in the Thurs¬ 
day night slot usually reserved for 
hosting by the NFL champ forced 
New England to open three nights 
later. 

The Patriots have a home 
schedule loaded with top attrac¬ 
tions, including Kansas City on 
Dec. 8 in an AFC title game re¬ 
match, and Dallas on Nov. 24. 

Monday night’s doubleheader 
on ESPN will feature Houston 
at New Orleans and Denver at 
Oakland. 

“We know every year there 
seems to be a last-to-first story,” 
said new Broncos coach Vic Fan¬ 
gio, the Bears’ defensive coordi¬ 
nator last season. “We were that 
in Chicago last year. I suppose a 
lot of teams counted us as a win 
last year. Every season is a new 
season and the order they choose 
for us to play them in, we’ll play 
them in.” 

Week 2 includes an intriguing 
Monday night matchup of Cleve¬ 
land at the New York Jets. The 
very first Monday nighter was 
a Browns win over Joe Namath 
and the defending champion Jets 
in 1970. This one will feature the 
return to the Meadowlands for 
now-Browns receiver Odell Beck¬ 
ham Jr., and two young, potential 
star quarterbacks in Cleveland’s 
Baker Mayfield and New York’s 
Sam Darnold. 


National broadcasts rarely 
have included the downtrodden 
Browns, but they’re a popular 
choice this year: Cleveland will 
have four prime-time games, also 
facing the Rams, San Francisco 
and archrival Pittsburgh. 

Every team will have at least 
one national TV appearance. New 
England, Pittsburgh, Kansas 
City, Green Bay, Seattle and the 
Rams get the maximum prime¬ 
time games, five. 

The traditional Thanksgiving 
Day games will have Detroit at 
home to Chicago, then Buffalo at 
Dallas. The night game to close 
the holiday schedule will be New 
Orleans at Atlanta in another 
long-time rivalry. 

The NFC champion Los Ange¬ 
les Rams will host Cincinnati in 
London for one of five interna¬ 
tional games on the 2019 sched¬ 
ule. The Rams and Bengals will 
face off at Wembley Stadium on 
Oct. 27. 

Earlier in October, the league 
will play two games at Totten¬ 
ham Hotspur’s new stadium in 
London. The Raiders will host 
the Bears on Oct. 6, and the Buc¬ 
caneers will be the home team 
against the Panthers on Oct. 13. 

Wembley will be the site of the 
fourth London match, with Hous¬ 
ton facing host Jacksonville on 
Nov. 3. 

The league returns to Mexico, 
after last season’s Chiefs-Rams 
game was moved to Los Angeles 
because of poor field conditions 
at Azteca Stadium. On Monday 
night Nov. 18, the Chiefs will play 
LA’s other team, the Chargers. 

In Week 16, the NFL has left 
10 teams in semi-limbo. Three 
games are scheduled for NFL 
Network on Saturday, Dec. 21, 
and will be chosen among these 
five: Detroit at Denver; Oakland 


at the LA Chargers; Buffalo at 
New England; the Rams at San 
Francisco 49ers; and Houston at 
Tampa Bay. The non-Saturday 
games will be played Sunday. 

The season ends Dec. 29, when 
Chicago finishes at Minnesota for 
the fourth successive year. All fi¬ 
nales are divisional games for the 
11th straight season. 

“This is an exciting time,” said 
Giants coach Pat Shurmur, whose 
team opens at Dallas. “This week, 
we started the offseason program. 
And now we can see when we’re 
going to play. We knew who our 
opponents would be and where 
we are going to play, but there’s 
an excitement that builds once 
the schedule comes out.” 

Among the oddities, in one 
stretch the Raiders will go seven 
weeks before playing a game 
in Oakland. They entertain the 
Chiefs on Sept. 15, then have road 
games at Minnesota and India¬ 
napolis, host Chicago in London, 
are off Oct. 13, then go to Green 
Bay and Houston. They return to 
Oakland on Nov. 3. 

Miami opens with four 2018 
playoff opponents: home for Bal¬ 
timore and New England, at Dal¬ 
las, home for the Chargers. Then 
the Dolphins have a bye. 

One team, Philadelphia has 
three straight home games and 
three consecutive road games. 
No other team has three away 
matches in a row, though the 
Rams will be away from LA for 
a visit to Atlanta on Oct. 20, that 
“home” contest in London the 
next week, then a bye and a trip 
to Pittsburgh. 

Also with three straight home 
games will be Green Bay, Atlan¬ 
ta, Arizona, San Francisco, Buf¬ 
falo, Cleveland, Pittsburgh and 
Houston. 
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Titans looking to go from good to great 



Mark Humphrey/AP 


Titans head coach Mike Vrabel answers questions during a news 
conference Monday in Nashville, Tenn. The Titans are trying to figure 
out how to improve after three straight 9-7 seasons as the team 
begins its offseason program. 


By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The 
Titans are enjoying their best 
run since this franchise moved 
to Tennessee more than two de¬ 
cades ago, stringing together 
three straight 9-7 seasons. 

That’s good. 

Coach Mike Vrabel’s task in his 
second season is figuring out how 
to push the Titans to greatness. 
That includes changing players’ 
mindsets when asked how they’re 
doing. The new preferred answer 
is great, not good. 

“It might not work, but we’re 
going to try to remind ourselves 
that we’re trying to be great every 
day,” Vrabel said Monday at the 
start of the Titans’ offseason pro¬ 
gram. “And instead of throwing 
it out there, ‘I’m good, I’m great.’ 
We got to believe that we can be 
great to take the next step and do 
that every single day.” 

Safety Kevin Byard believes 
going from good to great means 
not settling for mediocrity. 

“We have to be great in every¬ 
thing that we do,” Byard said. 
“When it comes to this condition¬ 
ing, trying to be the best. It’s not 
really about competing against 
us, it’s about competing against 
yourself. You say competing 
against your mindset. If you feel 
like you need to quit or I’m tired, 
just keep pushing yourself to the 


next level, and hopefully that’ll 
take us there.” 

Byard, who’s in the final year 
of his rookie deal, sees plenty of 
room for the Titans to improve 
on defense; last year they were 
eighth in yards allowed, sixth 
against the pass and third in few¬ 
est points allowed. Coordinator 
Dean Pees is back for a second 
straight season, and the Titans 
signed safety Kenny Vaccaro to a 
four-year deal in March keeping 
their secondary together as well. 
They signed linebacker Cameron 


Wake in free agency, too. 

Cornerback Logan Ryan sees 
the challenge of going from good 
to great involving trusting Vra¬ 
bel, the system and the coaches. 
Ryan pointed out he had to trust 
a new position coach last year in 
Kerry Coombs, who came to the 
NFL from the college ranks. 

“It’s something that we’re say¬ 
ing we want to go from being a 
good team, a consistent team the 
last couple years to a great team 
and to do great things, and that’s 
really trusting the teammates 


We got to believe 
that we can be great 
to take the next 
step and do that 
every single day. f 

Mike Vrabel 

Tennessee Titans coach 


next to you...,” Ryan said. “You’ve 
got to earn your stripes, and that 
takes time.” 

Vrabel doesn’t take attendance 
for the offseason program, which 
is voluntary except for a final 
minicamp in June. The Titans 
coach said he heard from players 
who didn’t attend meetings at the 
team headquarters. 

Tennessee needs to avoid the in¬ 
jury bug. Twelve Titans finished 
last season on injured reserve, 
the franchise’s third-highest total 
since 1990. Three-time Pro Bowl 
tight end Delanie Walker still is 
working to return from his sea¬ 
son-ending injury suffered in the 
opener. 

Just how much better the Ti¬ 
tans can be will depend on Mar¬ 
cus Mariota. 

The quarterback enters the 
fifth and final year of his con¬ 
tract with the Titans still waiting 
to see if he can play all 16 games 


in a season for the first time in 
his career. Mariota missed three 
games last season, including the 
final game of the year. The Titans 
lost that game and missed out on 
a second straight playoff berth. 

To give Mariota help and possi¬ 
bly more time, Tennessee signed 
receiver Adam Humphries and 
new left guard Rodger Saffold in 
March. The Titans also traded 
for quarterback Ryan Tannehill 
to push Mariota. 

Mariota spent his offseason 
just trying to get healthy, and 
he has also added a few pounds 
hoping that helps him survive a 
whole season. Vrabel noted he 
played against big quarterbacks 
in John Elway and Dan Marino, 
and the AFC South features big 
quarterbacks in Houston’s De- 
shaun Watson and Andrew Luck 
of Indianapolis. 

In addition to his health con¬ 
cerns, Mariota has yet anoth¬ 
er new offensive coordinator 
— though Arthur Smith has been 
around Mariota during his past 
four seasons. 

“Now I have an opportunity to 
sit down with the coaches and talk 
about what I can do better in my 
strength as a player and whether 
it’s maneuvering in the pocket or 
other aspects of my game,” Mari¬ 
ota said. “There are definitely 
things that I can improve on.” 


Bills QB Allen welcomes team’s new additions 



By John Wawrow 

Associated Press 

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — 
Josh Allen took it upon himself 
to be the Buffalo Bills’ one-man 
welcoming committee in sending 
a text to each of the team’s nu¬ 
merous free agent additions last 
month. 

“It didn’t take a whole lot of ef¬ 
fort to do it,” Allen said, discuss¬ 
ing how many of the newcomers 
revealed how impressed they 
were in the quarterback being 
among the first to greet them. “I 
was just trying to let them know 
that I’m happy that they’re with 
us, and just trying to reach out 
and get my foot in the door and 
start that relationship as early as 
possible.” 

The next step in the introduc¬ 
tory phase came Monday, when 
the Bills opened their voluntary 
workout sessions. 

For Allen, it was the second- 
year player’s first real opportu¬ 
nity to begin putting names to the 
many new faces Buffalo added in 
essentially revamping its entire 
offense. Of the Bills’ 17 veteran 
free agents signed this offseason, 
11 play offensive positions. 

It’s a group that includes es¬ 
tablished receivers Cole Beasley 
and John Brown, tight end Tyler 
Kroft, and running back Frank 
Gore. Beasley and Brown join a 
bunch of receivers that lacked 
experience and a proven threat, 
while Gore will be teamed with 


LeSean McCoy in a backfield fea¬ 
turing two players over 31. 

The remaining seven are of¬ 
fensive linemen, including center 
Mitch Morse, in Buffalo’s bid to 
upgrade what had been a patch- 
work unit a year ago. Aside from 
Allen leading the team with 631 
yards rushing, Buffalo’s ground 
attack sputtered, and the line had 
difficulty in pass protection. 

Though excited, Allen isn’t sure 
what to make of all the new addi¬ 
tions because, as he put it: “It’s 
my first offseason, so I don’t re¬ 
ally know how things work.” 

The Bills are hoping the new¬ 
comers spur a dramatic improve¬ 
ment and play a role in continuing 
Allen’s development after he 
showed signs of improvement as 
last season progressed. The first- 
round draft pick initially strug¬ 
gled when being thrust into the 
starting role after Nathan Peter¬ 
man unraveled in a season-open¬ 
ing 47-3 loss at Baltimore. 

Allen averaged 151 yards pass¬ 
ing with five touchdowns (three 
rushing), five interceptions and 
a lost fumble in going 2-3 before 
being sidelined by a sprained 
right throwing arm. He closed 
the season with a 3-3 record in 
which he averaged 207 yards 
passing with 12 touchdowns (four 
rushing), seven interceptions and 
a lost fumble. 

“It means we’ve got a lot of 
work to do. A lot of different new 
minds trying to work with each 
other now, trying to build that ca¬ 


maraderie,” Allen said. “It’s not 
going to be perfect right away, 
and we don’t expect it to be per¬ 
fect. But we’re starting that com¬ 
munication now, and hopefully 
we can start getting on the same 
page with everything.” 


Allen has already begun devel¬ 
oping a bond with Morse, who is 
projected to take over at center. 

The first thing Allen learned 
was Morse isn’t big on spicy 
chicken wings. 

“Honey-butter barbecue, 


Cajun, he can do that all day, but 
hot is not his thing,” Allen said 
with a laugh after introducing 
Morse to his favorite wings res¬ 
taurant. “But lucky to have him 
and glad to have him, especially 
with all we’ve got going on.” 
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Seth Wenic/AP 


New York Jets head coach Adam Gase gestures while speaking 
during a news conference on Jan. 14 in Florham Park, N.J. 

CJ. Mosley says Gase’s message in the team’s first meeting last 
week was that the goal is to beat New England in the AFC East. 


Clear message: Jets 
taking aim at Pats 


By Dennis Waszak Jr. 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — Adam Gase 
gathered his Jets players for their 
first team meeting last week and 
clearly stated their goal for this 
season. 

They’re aiming for the New 
England Patriots. 

“Pretty much, he’s going for 
that one team that’s been winning 
every single year in this 
division,” linebacker C. J. 

Mosley said during a 
conference call Wednes¬ 
day. “He said that’s one 
of the main reasons he 
came here and we all 
believe that. And, the 
guys that are new addi¬ 
tions to the team, we’re 
pretty much here for the 
same reason.” 

That, of course, has 
been the goal for the 
Jets — as well as the 
Miami Dolphins and 
Buffalo Bills — for 
the better part of the 
last two decades. And, 
they’ve mostly been 
unsuccessful. 

The defending Super 
Bowl champion Patriots 
have won the AFC East 
10 straight years, and 15 
of the last 16 seasons. Since 2001, 
Bill Belichick’s bunch has fin¬ 
ished atop the division for all but 
two seasons: in 2002, when the 
Jets won it; and 2008, when the 
Dolphins finished on top when 
Tom Brady missed almost the en¬ 
tire season with a knee injury. 

“We know what team has been 
on top for a long time,” said Mos¬ 
ley, who spent the last five sea¬ 
sons in Baltimore. “We feel we 
have the tools and the players and 
the game plan to get that done.” 

Gase understands what chasing 


the Patriots is about after lead¬ 
ing the Dolphins the last three 
years. Miami was 2-4 against 
New England under him, includ¬ 
ing regular-season splits the last 
two years. 

The Jets weren’t nearly as suc¬ 
cessful under former coach Todd 
Bowles, dropping the last six 
meetings. But this is a different 
team with new leadership in Gase 
and lots of new faces on the field, 
including Mosley, run¬ 
ning back Le’Veon Bell, 
wide receivers Jamison 
Crowder and Josh Bel¬ 
lamy, and left guard 
Kelechi Osemele. 

“His mindset is that 
he came here to win,” 
Mosley said of Gase. “At 
the end of the day, his¬ 
tory shows who we have 
to beat to get to that top 
spot. Not overlooking 
anybody else in the di¬ 
vision or anybody else 
on our schedule, but we 
know if we want to get 
where we want to be, we 
know what team we’ve 
got to knock off.” 

The Jets began their 
offseason program last 
Monday at the team’s fa¬ 
cility in Florham Park, 
N.J., and Gase was able 
to address his players as a group 
for the first time since he was 
hired as coach in January. They 
have held a handful of workouts 
since, and Gase has certainly 
made a positive first impression. 

“I would say he’s very energet¬ 
ic, you know, a pumped-up, hype 
type of coach,” said Crowder, who 
played in Washington his first 
four NFL seasons. “I like him 
from what I see, just me being 
here in this short amount of time. 
I’m just looking forward to grow¬ 
ing our relationship.” 


i We know 
what team 
has been 
on top 
for a long 
time. We 
feel we 
have the 
tools and 
the players 
and the 
game plan 
to get that 
done . f 

C.J. Mosley 

Jets linebacker 


Thielen deal shows Vikes 
committed to status quo 


By Brian Hall 

Associated Press 

EAGAN, Minn. — Two years away from free 
agency, Adam Thielen was among the best bargains 
in the NFL. 

Facing a tight salary cap situation, the Minne¬ 
sota Vikings could have waited to reward Thielen, 
their two-time Pro Bowl wide receiver who was 
tied for fourth in the league with 113 receptions last 
season. 

Waiting, and creating potential tension with team 
cornerstones, hasn’t been their approach. So the Vi¬ 
kings and Thielen agreed to a four-year, $64 million 
contract extension last week. 

“It shows what type of organization this is,” Thiel¬ 
en said this week as players began their first round 
of organized offseason workouts. “They’re not here 
to lowball people. They’re not here to take advan¬ 
tage of people. They want to reward the people that 
helped this football team win games and, ultimate¬ 
ly, they want to win games. That’s probably one of 
the biggest reasons that I want to be here for a long 
time, because I want to win games. I guess it just 
shows what this organization is about and how they 
treat their players.” 

Thielen, the famously undrafted player from Di¬ 
vision II Minnesota State who had the third-most re¬ 
ceptions in franchise history last year, signed for an 
annual average of $16 million on his new deal that is 
the sixth highest among NFL wide receivers. He can 
earn as much as $73 million with incentives over the 
life of the contract covering the 2021-24 seasons. 

This was the latest move by Minnesota general 
manager Rick Spielman to maintain the founda¬ 
tion — mostly drafted-and-developed players — of 
a roster with a recharged Super Bowl aspiration. 
Thielen’s extension followed those given to wide re¬ 
ceiver Stefon Diggs, defensive end Danielle Hunter 
and linebacker Eric Kendricks in the past year. 

The Vikings have created an environment, par¬ 
ticularly on defense, built on remarkable continuity 
in a league that’s constantly turning over. The front 
office hasn’t shied away from extensions a year 
or more before free agency, and the players have 
shown a willingness to stay. 



Elizabeth Flores, Minneapolis Star Tribune/AP 


Minnesota Vikings wide receiver Adam Thielen 
stretches before practice Tuesday at the Twin 
Cities Orthopedic Center in Eagan, Minn. 

“I feel like we just love playing with each other,” 
Kendricks said. “We know what kind of group we 
have. We have each other’s backs. I take a lot of trips 
with these guys in the offseason, and we just enjoy 
being together, working together. We know what 
we’re all chasing. I feel like it says a lot about what 
we’ve got.” 

Linebacker Anthony Barr was an outlier among 
recent high draft picks, in 2014, by the Vikings 
who hit free agency without an extension. He even 
agreed to join the New York Jets before reconsider¬ 
ing and staying where his heart was for a little less 
money. 



Stephen Brashear/AP 


Wide receiver Adam Thielen and the Vikings agreed to a $64 million, four-year contract extension. 
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Sooners QB Hurts taking changes in stride 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 

Oklahoma quarterback Jalen Hurts gestures during the team’s spring game in Norman, Okla., last week. 


By Cliff Brunt 

Associated Press 

NORMAN, Okla. —New Okla¬ 
homa quarterback Jalen Hurts 
learned at a basketball game just 
how much Sooners fans already 
had embraced him. 

The week Oklahoma announced 
that Hurts was transferring from 
Alabama, he was watching half¬ 
time festivities during the Soon¬ 
ers’ game against Vanderbilt. 
Seemingly out of nowhere, a 
long line of admirers developed. 
He smiled, posed for photos and 
signed autographs, seemingly 
unfazed by the sudden surge of 
attention. 

“I definitely appreciate it,” he 
said. “I’m in a new place. I’m a 
new face around here. It’s cool 
and it’s all love to embrace those 
guys.” 

Sooners fans had grown to re¬ 
spect Hurts from afar. The native 
of suburban Houston won a na¬ 
tional title at Alabama and played 
for another as a starter. Last sea¬ 
son, as Tua Tagovailoa’s backup, 
he led a dramatic rally against 
Georgia in the SEC Champion¬ 
ship Game. 

This has all prepared him 
for a role that would intimidate 
most people — following Heis- 
man winners Baker Mayfield 
and Kyler Murray as Oklahoma’s 
quarterback. 

Hurts is unfazed by this, too. 

“I’m not your average Joe,” he 
said. “Kind of built for these types 
of situations. There’s never been 
really anything that’s been in my 
way that I couldn’t overcome or 
see through. I’m here. I’m going 
to do whatever I can to help this 


team in whatever way to achieve 
the things we want to achieve as 
a team.” 

Hurts showed he’s becoming 
comfortable at Oklahoma’s Spring 
Game on Friday night when he 
led the Red Team to a touchdown 
drive on his first possession. He 
threw a touchdown pass to Ken¬ 
nedy Brooks later in the first half 
and ran for a score in the second 
half as his squad beat the White 
Team 35-14. 

Redshirt freshman Tanner 
Mordecai is trying to compete 
with Hurts, and incoming true 
freshman Spencer Rattler will 
jump into the mix in the fall. 


Hurts is 6-foot-2 and 225 
pounds — bigger and stronger 
than Mayfield and Murray. He 
relies on moxie to escape trouble, 
much like Mayfield did, and he’s 
an effective runner like Murray. 
He’s an accurate passer, but he 
hasn’t been forced to use his arm 
as often as he likely will need to in 
the Sooners’ system. 

“The last two guys we’ve had 
had pretty unique skill sets, too,” 
Oklahoma coach Lincoln Riley 
said. “I like his skill set a lot. I 
wouldn’t have brought him in if 
I didn’t feel like it would work. I 
feel like at any point with a new 
quarterback, you’re going to get 


different feels with what they like 
and what they can do well.” 

Hurts, who was on the field 
briefly against the Sooners in last 
season’s playoff win by Alabama, 
just wants to be the best possible 
version of himself. 

“I don’t want to get into com¬ 
parisons,” he said. “Baker’s 
Baker, Kyler’s Kyler and I’m me. I 
think the objective of all of this is, 
yeah, everybody wants to achieve 
their goals, everybody wants to 
do those things. But right now it’s 
not about me. I’m stepping back 
from it. The biggest thing about 
this thing is achieving what we 
want as a team, getting what we 


want accomplished as a team.” 

Hurts will have plenty of fire¬ 
power with him. CeeDee Lamb 
leads the receiving corps after 
grabbing 65 passes for 1,158 
yards and 11 touchdowns last 
season. Lee Morris is back after 
hauling in eight scoring passes 
last season, and Grant Calcaterra 
returns after tallying six touch¬ 
down grabs. 

The running game should be 
strong, too. Brooks ran for 1,056 
yards and 12 scores as a freshman 
last season, and Trey Sermon ran 
for 947 yards and 13 touchdowns. 

Hurts understands he’s new 
to Riley’s system, so he wants to 
progress quickly, yet remain pa¬ 
tient. Riley said there are ways to 
adjust the system to fit a player’s 
skills, too. 

“What I think we were decent at 
with Kyler and Baker is you have 
to marry your schemes to them 
and find some common ground 
to where you’re still running your 
system, but you’re also tailoring it 
to what they do well,” Riley said. 
“We’ll certainly do that for Jalen 
and our other quarterbacks that 
will be here as well. I think he has 
an intriguing skill set that I’m ex¬ 
cited to work with.” 

Hurts knows his past accom¬ 
plishments alone won’t win the 
respect of his new teammates. 

What he does in their presence 
matters more. 

“A team, if you have the right 
leader, if you have the right guy 
doing what he’s supposed to do, 
taking care of his business, peo¬ 
ple let you lead,” he said. “It’s not 
mandatory of them to do that. But 
they’ll follow you.” 


Saban reloading defense on young Tide team 



Vasha Hunt/AP 


Alabama coach Nick Saban works with 
defensive back Trayvon Diggs during the 
first half of Alabama’s spring scrimmage 
on Saturday in Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


By John Zenor 

Associated Press 

Nick Saban isn’t likely to get much sym¬ 
pathy from his coaching peers regarding 
his offseason challenges. 

But even Alabama faces some, especially 
on a defense that was uncharacteristically 
vulnerable late last season. Such challeng¬ 
es are inevitable when seven underclass¬ 
men declare for the NFL Draft, even more 
than the usual exodus. 

The tasks include replacing some defen¬ 
sive stars, bringing along two freshman 
quarterbacks behind Heisman Trophy 
runner-up Tua Tagovailoa and getting 
other newcomers acclimated to the system 
and expectations. 

“We have a very young team,” Saban 
said this week. “We don’t have a lot of 
depth. We’ll welcome the new players that 
we have coming in the fall. I think there’s a 
dozen more and maybe some of those guys 
can contribute to some of the issues that we 
have from a depth standpoint.” 

OK, it’s hardly a sob story with 15 mem¬ 
bers of the nation’s No. 1 recruiting class 
already on campus. Alabama wrapped 
up spring with Saturday’s annual A-Day 
spring game pitting the first-team offense 
versus the first-team defense in yet anoth¬ 
er part of that development. 

Alabama, as usual, has opportunities in 
some spots for newcomers to play early 
roles. The candidates include a pair of top- 


10 prospects, defensive end Antonio Alfano 
and offensive tackle Evan Neal — along 
with two four-star quarterbacks with crim¬ 
son bloodlines. The Tide are looking for a 
starting tackle with the early departure of 
projected first-round pick Jonah Williams, 
and Raekwon Davis is the only returning 
starter along the defensive front. 

Some of those departures were practi¬ 
cally a foregone conclusion with Jonah 
Williams and defensive tackle Quinnen 
Williams regarded as likely high first- 
round picks. 

It wasn’t the typical Alabama defense 
even before four defenders left early, a 
fact painfully reinforced in a 44-16 na¬ 
tional championship game loss to Clemson. 
Alabama allowed an average of 345 pass¬ 
ing yards to a trio of star quarterbacks 
— Georgia’s Jake Fromm, Oklahoma Heis¬ 
man Trophy winner Kyler Murray and 
Clemson freshman Trevor Lawrence — in 
the final three games. 

The Tide gave up eight touchdown 
passes without an interception during that 
stretch. 

Some other intriguing positions/story¬ 
lines for the Tide leaving spring: 

■ Jalen Hurts gave Alabama the luxury 
of a backup quarterback who was also a 
two-year starter. Hurts is now at Oklaho¬ 
ma as a graduate transfer. 

Mac Jones was a third-teamer last sea¬ 
son but only completed five passes while 
playing a mop-up role. He put up the big¬ 


gest numbers in the spring game among 
the backups, going 19-for-23 for 271 yards 
with two touchdowns and an interception, 
mostly in the first half. 

Freshmen Taulia Tagovailoa, Tua’s 
younger brother, and Paul Tyson tried to 
take advantage of a chance to perform in 
front of Tide fans at the spring game. 

Tyson is the great grandson of iconic 
former Alabama coach Bear Bryant. Tau¬ 
lia Tagovailoa was 6-for-9 passing for 93 
yards with a touchdown and an intercep¬ 
tion. Tyson attempted five passes, com¬ 
pleting one for 8 yards while also getting 
picked off. 

■ Alabama had depth issues at inside 
linebacker even before Mack Wilson opted 
to skip his senior season. Fifth-year senior 
Joshua McMillon has drawn praise from 
Saban. 

■ Defensive tackle DJ Dale wasn’t 
among the highest-rated recruits but has 
gotten strong enough reviews to think he 
might have a chance at playing time as 
a freshman. Saban said Dale has shown 
some physical skills but also “a little ma¬ 
turity about being able to go out there and 
do his job.” 

■ Tailbacks Najee Harris and Brian 
Robinson appear good enough to main¬ 
tain Alabama’s tradition of star runners. 
But Alabama is replacing senior Damien 
Harris and potential first-round pick Josh 
Jacobs. Five-star freshman Trey Sanders 
arrives this summer. 
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The task for Army: 
Maintain excellence 



Red team quarterback Adrian Martinez throws April 13 during Nebraska’s annual spring game in 
Lincoln, Neb. Last fall, Martinez was the first true freshman to start a game at quarterback for Nebraska. 

Huskers’ Martinez looks 
to build on debut season 


By Eric Olson 

Associated. Press 

LINCOLN, Neb. 
drian Martinez pulled 
off an incredible feat in 
his first season at Ne¬ 
braska, something few 
who came before him had done at 
a place where football is a year- 
round passion. 

Martinez didn’t just live up to 
the hype that followed him from 
Fresno, Calif., to Lincoln as coach 
Scott Frost’s first recruit. He ex¬ 
ceeded it. 

He was the first true freshman 
quarterback to start a season 
opener for the Cornhuskers, and 
he became the most productive 
rookie in program history. 

How much is expected of him 
this fall? 

Here’s one indicator: The West- 
gate Las Vegas SuperBook last 
month listed him behind only 
Alabama’s Tua Tagovailoa and 
Clemson’s Trevor Lawrence on 
its initial Heisman Trophy odds 
board. Martinez, along with 
Oklahoma’s Jalen Hurts and Ohio 
State’s Justin Fields, is plus-600, 
meaning a $100 bet would pay 
$600. Tagovailoa is plus-250 and 
Lawrence is plus-300. 

“It’s humbling,” Martinez said. 
“Obviously, it’s an award that you 
grow up knowing about. At the 
end of the day, that is not my pri¬ 
mary focus. My primary focus is 
getting better each day and help¬ 
ing this team win more games. 
That’s what matters. Everything 
else will take care of itself.” 

The Huskers, who played their 
spring game in front of 85,946 
fans Saturday, are projected to be 
one of the most improved teams 
in the nation after going 4-8 in 



Nebraska went 4-8 in head 
coach Scott Frost’s first season. 


Frost’s first season. They started 
0-6 and then won four of their 
last six. The last two losses were 
by five points at Ohio State and 
by three at Iowa on a last-second 
field goal. 

Martinez played through the 
requisite bumps for a freshman 
to lead the Huskers’ offense to its 
highest national ranking (25th) 
since 2008. He set single-season 
school records for games with 
400 yards of total offense (three) 
and total offense per game (295.1 
yards). That’s in addition to school 
freshman records for passing ac¬ 
curacy (64.6%), passing yards 
(2,617), passing touchdowns (17) 
and total touchdowns (25). 

Now he’s looking for more. 

“Obviously, my overall game 


needs to improve,” he said. “Cer¬ 
tain decisions I made in key situ¬ 
ations, I would love to take back. 
That happened in a few different 
games, and having that experi¬ 
ence has allowed me to get better 
and better. Getting to look back 
on it, I can’t promise I won’t make 
a mistake, but I try not to make 
the same mistake twice.” 

Offensive coordinator Troy 
Walters said he’s noticed an in¬ 
creased maturity in Martinez. 
He’s gotten stronger, and though 
he’s still listed at 6-foot-2 and 220 
pounds, Walters said he thinks 
the quarterback is a bit heavier 
and faster. 

The 19-year-old Martinez also 
has grown into more of a leader. 

“He’s brought guys along with 
him,” Walters said. “So the receiv¬ 
ers, they know it’s not acceptable 
to drop a ball, it’s not acceptable 
to run the wrong route. And if 
they do, he’s the one getting on 
them, not me. So he’s taken that 
step with the freedom and the 
right to get on guys when they 
don’t do the right things.” 

Martinez built capital with his 
play last season, and Frost told 
him over the winter to assert 
himself more. 

“I want to see him be the guy 
that’s setting the tone for the en¬ 
tire offense and the entire team,” 
Frost said. “His play on the field 
is going to take care of itself. It’s 
hard to be a real leader as a true 
freshman, but it’s time for him to 
step into that role.” 

It’s a message Martinez has 
taken to heart. 

“I try and get the offense to¬ 
gether, get them fired up,” Mar¬ 
tinez said. “It’s kind of an every 
minute, every second of practice 
type thing.” 


By John Kekis 

Associated Press 

WEST POINT, N.Y. — Five 
years ago Jeff Monken faced 
a daunting challenge when he 
was hired at Army: Resurrect a 
program that had one winning 
season under six coaches over a 
17-year span. 

Now he’s faced with a task that 
might be even more difficult. 
After three straight winning sea¬ 
sons, three consecutive victories 
against Navy and two outright 
Commander in Chief’s trophies, 
the Black Knights are trying to 
maintain their status as the na¬ 
tion’s best service academy foot¬ 
ball team. 

Last year’s team won a school- 
record 11 games and finished 
with its highest final ranking in 
the AP poll (No. 19) since 1958. 

“What we’ve done in past sea¬ 
sons has nothing to do with what 
this team will do,” Monken said as 
he prepared for last week’s Black 
and Gold game that ends spring 
ball. “This team will decide what 
they’d like to accomplish and 
then decide how hard they want 
to work towards those goals. 

“I hope they’ve got high hopes 
and lofty goals. I certainly do if 
they would ask me. But it’s not 
important what I want. It’s what 
they want.” 

Spring ball brought in the usual 
bunch of new faces, and there are 
some big holes to fill. 

“Hopefully, we got some of 
those guys in place and they’ll be 
able to contribute and help us in 
the fall,” Monken said. “If that 
happens, then we probably ac¬ 
complished what we hoped to this 
spring, but it’s hard to say how 
much we’ve accomplished.” 

The Black Knights have be¬ 
come accustomed to winning and 
expect an encore performance. 

“I think, and I mean this in all 
sincerity, that we’re going to have 
a better team this coming year 
than we did this past year,” said 
linebacker Cole Christiansen, a 
captain last season as a junior. 
“The guys that we lost are great 
players and their places are going 


to be hard to fill, but the guys 
coming up are equally athletic 
and they learn quickly — faster 
than any young guys I’ve seen so 
far.” 

Army starts next season Aug. 30 
against Rice at Michie Stadium. 

Fullback turnover: Army’s 
stable of fullbacks was a big rea¬ 
son the Black Knights topped the 
nation in conversions on third 
(112-for-196) and fourth (31-for- 
36) down as well as time of pos¬ 
session (38 minutes). Gone are 
Darnell Woolfolk, Andy Davidson 
and Calen Holt, who combined 
for 1,474 yards and 16 TDs. 

Connor Slomka (324 yards 
rushing, 4.4 per carry) likely will 
assume the role of workhorse in 
place of Woolfolk. 

“There’s a lot of production 
there to replace, but we have the 
components and the guys that can 
do it,” said quarterback Kelvin 
Hopkins Jr., who averaged 84.7 
yards rushing per game. 

Also gone is offensive lineman 
Bryce Holland, a big part of the 
offense’s success. 

Senior leader: Hopkins guid¬ 
ed an attack that ranked sec¬ 
ond nationally in rushing last 
year (312.5 yards per game) and 
capped his junior season with a 
record-setting performance in 
the Armed Forces Bowl, rush¬ 
ing for five touchdowns in a 70- 
14 victory over Houston. He also 
took care of the ball—the offense 
lost just five fumbles and threw 
three interceptions. The eight 
turnovers were the second-few¬ 
est nationally. 

Sooner effect: Last year’s 
team was undefeated at home and 
demonstrated it was special when 
it nearly beat Oklahoma on the 
road in late September, losing in 
overtime to one of the four teams 
that made it to the College Foot¬ 
ball Playoff. 

“It just is confirmation for our 
players, what we tell them all the 
time,” Monken said. “If we play 
the way we’re capable of playing, 
the best we’re capable of playing, 
then we’ll have a chance to win 
every single game.” 



















Page 60 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Friday, April 19,2019 


NBA 


Knicks have high hopes for lottery, free agency 



New York president 
Mills: ‘We’re excited’ 

By Brian Mahoney 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — The first big 
stop for James Dolan’s plane will 
be to pick up Patrick Ewing, if 
the Hall of Famer wants a lift to 
Chicago to represent the Knicks 
at the draft lottery. 

Maybe later it could fly Kevin 
Durant and another superstar to 
New York. 

With the right mix of lottery 
luck and summer shopping, the 
Knicks know the chance is there 
to quickly improve what was the 
NBA’s worst record this season. 

“We’re excited,” Knicks Presi¬ 
dent Steve Mills said Wednesday, 
“and we’re not going to hide that 
we’re excited and we’re optimis¬ 
tic about what we hope the sum¬ 
mer leads to.” 

But, he added, the Knicks are 
also realistic. They’ve created 
the financial flexibility to give 
themselves the possibility to sign 
or trade for All-Star players this 
summer, but there are no guaran¬ 
tees of getting anyone. Especially 
because Mills said the Knicks 
would only target players who are 
on board with the way they want 
to build a team that can compete 
for a championship and not just a 
playoff spot. 

First, the Knicks go into the 
May 14 lottery with a 14% chance 
of landing the No. 1 pick after fin¬ 
ishing with a 17-65 record that 
matched the worst in franchise 
history. 

It was Dolan, the Madison 
Square Garden chairman and 
Knicks owner, who called Mills 
with the idea of having Ewing 
represent the team on stage. 
Ewing was the prize when the 
Knicks won the first lottery in 


1985, and he accepted the Knicks’ 
offer once he knew it wouldn’t in¬ 
terfere with his recruiting sched¬ 
ule as Georgetown coach. 


Under the league’s new lottery 
rules, the team with the worst re¬ 
cord could tumble all the way to 
the No. 5 pick. 


Scott Perry, right, and president 
Steve Mills hope that with the 
right mix of lottery luck and 
summer shopping, New York 
can quickly improve on what 
was the NBA’s worst record this 
season. Left: Duke forward Zion 
Williamson is widely considered 
the de facto No. 1 overall pick in 
the upcoming NBA Draft. 

“Our job is to prepare for every 
possible scenario,” general man¬ 
ager Scott Perry said. “So we 
know going into this draft we can 
either end up with 1, best-case 
scenario, 5, quote-unquote worst- 
case scenario, and we work all 
year long to be very prepared to 
tackle either scenario. And we’ll 
be comfortable doing so.” 


We’re not going to 
hide that we’re excited 
and we’re optimistic 
about what we hope the 
summer leads to. 7 

Steve Mills 

New York Knicks president 


Perry added it was too soon to 
even discuss whether the Knicks 
would consider trading the pick, 
wherever it falls. 

No matter who the Knicks get 
during the offseason, they will 
need to determine who they want 
back from a team that was full 
of players who will become free 
agents. Mills said every player 
they met with after the season 
expressed an interest in return¬ 
ing in 2019-20. 

He, Perry and coach David Fiz- 
dale responded to that with hon¬ 
est talk about the possibilities. 

“We tell the guys, ‘This is what 
you did great, this is what you 
need to improve on. Assuming 
you get better at these things, 
we’d love to have you back as part 
of our group, depending on what 
happens with the draft, depend¬ 
ing on what happens with free 
agency and also depending on 
what the business of this league 
looks like,’ ” Mills said. 

“We’ve had a lot of guys that im¬ 
proved in games over the course 
of this season and they may be 
in a position that no matter what 
we do, we may not have enough 
money to pay what they’re going 
to get paid from someone else.” 

There would be even less 
money left if the Knicks are able 
to sign two maximum salary 
players. Rounding out a roster 
to complement them would be 
challenging. 

“That would be a good problem 
to have and to figure out,” Perry 
said. 


Pelicans’ Griffin: Gentry staying, perhaps Davis 

By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 





m _i_i 

Matthew Hinton/AP 

New Pelicans GM David Griffin refused 
to rule out the possibility of talking six¬ 
time All-Star Anthony Davis, pictured, 
into rescinding his trade request and 
committing to New Orleans long-term 
during a press conference on Wednesday. 


METAIRIE, La. — The Pelicans newly 
hired top basketball executive said he’s 
keeping coach Alvin Gentry and wouldn’t 
rule out the possibility of talking six-time 
All-Star Anthony Davis into rescinding his 
trade request and committing to New Or¬ 
leans long-term. 

“We have a very long and successful his¬ 
tory together with Klutch Sports,” Pelicans 
executive vice president of basketball op¬ 
erations David Griffin said Wednesday, re¬ 
ferring to the agency, led by Rich Paul, that 
represents Davis. “Rich Paul and I have 
spoken about Anthony and I think we’re 
both excited about what we can potentially 
build here.” 

Griffin was Cleveland’s general manag¬ 
er when LeBron James — who also is rep¬ 
resented by Paul — was with the Cavaliers 
and led them to the franchise’s only NBA 
title. 

Davis, who is under contract with the 
Pelicans for one more season, requested 
a trade in late January. In the aftermath, 
the Pelicans fired general manager Dell 
Demps, who has been effectively replaced 


by Griffin, albeit under a different title. 

The Pelicans hired Griffin on Friday and 
formally introduced him on Wednesday. 

Griffin said he has not yet met with 
Davis, but disputed the notion that Davis’ 
situation in New Or¬ 
leans became too 
toxic to salvage. 

“Quite the opposite, 
actually,” Griffin said. 
“Rich is genuinely ex¬ 
cited about this situa¬ 
tion. Rich represents 
the greatest player of 
his generation and he 
saw LeBron buy into 
what we were doing 
Griffin and our direction (in 

Cleveland) and the re¬ 
spect he had for what we did.” 

Pelicans owner Gayle Benson said she 
liked Griffin’s outlook on Davis. 

“We certainly don’t want somebody here 
whose heart isn’t in it, but hopefully An¬ 
thony will have a change of heart and if he 
does, we’ll welcome him back with open 
arms,” Benson said. “We’d like for him to 
stay if everybody agrees to it.” 

Even if Davis doesn’t say, it is arguably 


in the Pelicans’ interest to attempt to keep 
him, if only to create more urgency on the 
part of prospective trade partners. 

Meanwhile, Griffin also called the re¬ 
tention of Gentry a “no-brainer.” The two 
worked together in Phoenix, when Gentry 
coached the Suns to the Western Confer¬ 
ence finals. 

Griffin went so far as to call Gentry’s 
presence as head coach “one of big, big fac¬ 
tors in this decision for me.” 

“My leadership style is to build a fam¬ 
ily — a family that loves each other enough 
to tell each other what they need to hear. 
Alvin and I can do that for each other,” 
Griffin said. “Having a partner in this pro¬ 
cess gives us an enormous leg up.” 

Griffin was among a half-dozen candi¬ 
dates who interviewed to become New Or¬ 
leans top basketball operations executive. 

Benson noted that every candidate inter¬ 
viewed for the job eventually given to Grif¬ 
fin said they would be inclined to reatain 
Gentry, who she credited for doing an “in¬ 
credible job under very challenging times” 
this season. 

“He just needs to get the right players 
together,” Benson said later. “We’ve had 
some bad breaks.” 
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NBA PLAYOFFS 


Scoreboard 


First round 


(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Milwaukee 2, Detroit 0 

Milwaukee 121, Detroit 86 
Wednesday: Milwaukee 120, Detroit 
99 

Saturday: at Detroit 

AFN-Sports, 2 a.m. Sunday CET; 9 a.m. 
Sunday JKT 

Monday, April 22: at Detroit 
x-Wednesday, April 24: at Milwaukee 
x-Friday, April 26: at Detroit 
x-Sunday, April 28: at Milwaukee 
Orlando 1, Toronto 1 
Orlando 104, Toronto 101 
Toronto 111, Orlando 82 
Friday: at Orlando 

AFN-Sports, 1 a.m. Saturday CET; 8 
a.m. Saturday JKT 
Sunday: at Orlando 
Tuesday, April 23: at Toronto 
x-Thursday, April 25: at Orlando 
x-Saturday, April 27: at Toronto 
Brooklyn 1, Philadelphia 1 
Brooklyn 111, Philadelphia 102 
Philadelphia 145, Brooklyn 123 
Thursday: at Brooklyn 
Saturday: at Brooklyn 
AFN-Sports, 9 p.m. Saturday CET; 4 
a.m. Sunday JKT 

Tuesday, April 23: at Philadelphia 
x-Thursday, April 25: at Brooklyn 
x-Saturday, April 27: at Philadelphia 
Boston 2, Indiana 0 
Boston 87, Indiana 74 
Wednesday: Boston 99, Indiana 91 
Friday: at Indiana 

AFN-Prime, 2:30 a.m. Saturday CET; 
9:30 a.m. Saturday JKT 
Sunday: at Indiana 
x-Wednesday, April 24: at Boston 
x-Friday, April 26: at Indiana 
x-Sunday, April 28: at Boston 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Golden State 1, L.A. Clippers 1 
Golden State 121, Los Angeles 104 
L.A. Clippers 135, Golden State 131 
Thursday: at L.A. Clippers 
Sunday: at L.A. Clippers 
Wednesday, April 24: at Golden State 
x-Friday, April 26: at L.A. Clippers 
x-Sunday, April 28: at Golden State 
San Antonio 1, Denver 1 
San Antonio 101, Denver 96 
Denver 114, San Antonio 105 
Thursday: at San Antonio 
Saturday: at San Antonio 
AFN-Sports, 11:30 p.m. Saturday CET; 
6:30 a.m. Sunday JKT 

Tuesday, April 23: at Denver 
x-Thursday, April 25: at San Antonio 
x-Saturday, April 27: at Denver 
Portland 2, Oklahoma City 0 
Portland 104, Oklahoma City 99 
Portland 114, Oklahoma City 94 
Friday: at Oklahoma City 
AFN-Sports, 3:30 a.m. Saturday CET; 
10:30 a.m. Saturday JKT 
Sunday: at Oklahoma City 
x-Tuesday, April 23: at Portland 
x-Thursday, April 25: at Oklahoma City 
x-Saturday, April 27: at Portland 
Houston 2, Utah 0 
Houston 122, Utah 90 
Wednesday: Houston 118, Utah 98 
Saturday: at Utah 

AFN-Sports, 4:30 a.m. Sunday CET; 
11:30 a.m. Sunday JKT 
Monday, April 22: at Utah 
x-Wednesday, April 24: at Houston 
x-Friday, April 26: at Utah 
x-Sunday, April 28: at Houston 

Calendar 

May 14 — Draft lottery, Chicago. 

May 14-19 — Draft combine, Chicago. 
May 30 - NBA Finals begin. 

June 16 — NBA Finals latest possible 
date. 

June 20 - NBA Draft. 


Wednesday 
Rockets 118, Jazz 98 

UTAH - Ingles 3-8 0-0 7, Favors 7-11 
0-0 14, Gobert 3-6 5-7 11, Rubio 7-17 2-2 
17, Mitchell 5-19 0-2 11, Sefolosha 0-3 0-0 
0, Crowder 2-9 0-0 5, O’Neale 7-10 0-0 17, 
Niang 2-4 0-0 5, Udoh 0-1 0-0 0, Neto 1-3 0- 
0 2, Allen 2-5 5-7 9, Korver 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 
39-98 12-18 98. 

HOUSTON - Gordon 6-11 1-1 16, Tuck¬ 
er 5-8 2-2 16, Capela 3-4 1-3 7, Paul 5-11 

6- 6 17, Harden 11-24 4-5 32, Faried 2-3 3-4 
7, Clark 0-0 0-0 0, Hartenstein 2-2 0-0 4, 
House Jr. 2-6 3-4 8, Green 0-2 3-3 3, Rivers 

2- 8 2-2 8, Shumpert 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 38-80 
25-30 118. 

Utah 19 25 23 31- 98 

Houston 39 31 25 23-118 

Three-Point Goals-Utah 8-38 (O’Neale 

3- 6, Niang 1-2, Rubio 1-3, Ingles 1-6, 
Crowder 1-6, Mitchell 1-8, Sefolosha 0-1, 
Korver 0-1, Favors 0-2, Allen 0-3), Houston 
17-42 (Harden 6-13, Tucker 4-7, Gordon 3- 
6, Rivers 2-4, House Jr. 1-5, Paul 1-6, Green 
0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Utah 
48 (Gobert, Favors 12), Houston 46 (Hard¬ 
en 13). Assists—Utah 27 (Rubio 9), Hous¬ 
ton 17 (Harden 10). Total Fouls-Utah 26, 
Houston 18. A-18,055 (18,500). 

Bucks 120, Pistons 99 

DETROIT - Kennard 6-13 3-3 19, Maker 
2-9 2-2 6, Drummond 8-15 2-4 18, Jackson 

7- 16 3-4 18, Ellington 3-10 0-0 8, B.Brown 2- 
4 0-0 5, Smith 3-13 1-2 7, Calderon 0-0 0-0 
0, Galloway 3-7 0-0 9, Robinson III 3-10 2-2 
9, Thomas 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 37-99 13-17 99. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 7-15 8-8 24, 
Antetokounmpo 11-18 3-5 26, Lopez 3-8 
1-2 8, Bledsoe 11-19 2-3 27, S.Brown 3-5 

1- 3 8, Wilson 0-0 0-0 0, Ilyasova 1-3 0-0 3, 
Mirotic 1-5 0-0 2, Hill 2-7 0-0 4, Frazier 0-0 
0-0 0, Connaughton 8-10 0-0 18. Totals 47- 
90 15-21 120. 

Detroit 27 32 17 23- 99 

Milwaukee 38 20 35 27-120 

Three-Point Goals-Detroit 12-36 
(Kennard 4-6, Galloway 3-5, Ellington 2-7, 
B.Brown 1-1, Jackson 1-3, Robinson III 1- 
6, Thomas 0-1, Drummond 0-1, Maker 0-3, 
Smith 0-3), Milwaukee 11-26 (Bledsoe3-8, 
Connaughton 2-3, Middleton 2-6, Ilyaso¬ 
va 1-1, S.Brown 1-1, Lopez 1-3, Antetok¬ 
ounmpo 1-3, Mirotic 0-1). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Detroit 43 (Drummond 
16), Milwaukee 54 (Antetokounmpo 12). 
Assists—Detroit 23 (Jackson 8), Milwau¬ 
kee 32 (Middleton 8). Total Fouls—Detroit 
21, Milwaukee 21. Technicals—Griffin, 
Milwaukee coach Bucks (Defensive three 
second). A-17,513 (17,500). 

Celtics 99, Pacers 91 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 9-21 1-2 23, 
Young 6-13 2-2 15, Turner 3-7 0-0 8, Col- 
lison 6-10 0-0 13, Matthews 2-8 0-0 6, Mc¬ 
Dermott 1-3 2-2 4, Sabonis 0-1 1-2 1, Jo¬ 
seph 3-6 0-0 6, Holiday 1-3 0-0 2, Evans 5-9 
0-2 13. Totals 36-81 6-10 91. 

BOSTON - Tatum 11-20 1-1 26, Horford 

2- 6 0-0 4, Baynes 2-2 0-0 5, Irving 15-26 1-2 
37, Brown 3-6 0-0 6, Hayward 4-7 4-4 13, 
Theis 1-4 2-2 4, Morris 0-8 0-0 0, Rozier 2-5 
0-0 4. Totals 40-84 8-9 99. 

Indiana 33 17 29 12-91 

Boston 29 23 16 31-99 

Three-Point Goals—Indiana 13-34 
(Bogdanovic 4-8, Evans 3-4, Turner 2-5, 
Matthews 2-6, Collison 1-2, Young 1-5, 
Joseph 0-1, Holiday 0-1, McDermott 0- 
2), Boston 11-28 (Irving 6-10, Tatum 3-6, 
Baynes 1-1, Hayward 1-2, Theis 0-1, Ro¬ 
zier 0-2, Brown 0-2, Morris 0-4). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Indiana 36 (Bog¬ 
danovic 8), Boston 48 (Horford 10). As¬ 
sists—Indiana 23 (Sabonis, Matthews 5), 
Boston 22 (Irving 7). Total Fouls—Indiana 
16, Boston 16. Technicals—Boston coach 
Brad Stevens. A-18,624 (18,624). 



Charles Krupa/AP 


Celtics center Al Horford, left, looks to drive past Indiana Pacers forward Domantas Sabonis during the 
second quarter of Game 2 of their first-round playoff series on Wednesday in Boston. 

Roundup 


Celtics go up 2-0 on Pacers 



Associated Press 

BOSTON — Kyrie Irving 
scored 37 points and the Boston 
Celtics rallied late in the fourth 
quarter to beat the Indiana Pac¬ 
ers 99-91 on Wednesday night 
for a 2-0 lead in the first-round 
series 

Coming out of a timeout with 
a chance for Indiana to tie it, the 
Pacers’ Wesley Matthews threw 
an inbounds pass into the bench 
on the other side of the court with 
12.1 seconds left. On the ensu¬ 
ing play, the Celtics’ Al Horford 
passed to Jayson Tatum, who was 
fouled on a two-handed dunk. He 
completed the three-point play 
to make it 97-91 with 8.8 seconds 
left. 

The Pacers turned it over again 
and the Celtics were able to close 
out the game at the free-throw 
line. 

Rockets 118, Jazz 98: James 
Harden put on an MVP perfor¬ 
mance with 32 points, 13 rebounds 
and 10 assists to lead Houston to 


a second straight rout of visiting 
Utah for a 2-0 series lead. 

Harden had his third career 
playoff triple-double. He had 25 
points in the first half. 

Bucks 120, Pistons 99: Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo scored 13 
of his team’s 26 points in a big 


third quarter and host Milwau¬ 
kee beat Detroit to take a 2-0 se¬ 
ries lead. 

Eric Bledsoe led the Bucks with 
27 points, and Khris Middleton 
had 24. Milwaukee is trying win 
a series for the first time since 
2001. 


Edge: Playoff intensity on full display for Lillard, Westbrook, and Beverley 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Clippers guard Patrick Beverley 
celebrates during Game 2 of Los 
Angeles’ playoff series against 
the Golden State Warriors in 
Oakland, Calif., on Monday. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Lillard has been dialed in from 
the start of the series against 
the Thunder, in part because 
the Trail Blazers were ousted in 
four games by the New Orleans 
Pelicans, becoming the first No. 
3 seed to get swept in a best-of- 
seven series by a No. 6 seed. 

Sometimes overlooked on a 
smaller-market team in a confer¬ 
ence dominated by Steph Curry 
and James Harden, Lillard has 
often played with a chip on his 
shoulder — and he’s embraced it. 

His determination was intensi¬ 
fied by critics who suggested the 
Blazers’ playoff fate was sealed 
when they lost center Jusuf Nur- 
kic late in the season to a broken 
leg. Asked what he would say to 
those naysayers after two games, 
Lillard simply said: “Nothing.” 

Westbrook has his own 
motivation. 


A former league MVP, two- 
time scoring champion, two-time 
assists leader and two-time All- 
Star MVP, Westbrook nonethe¬ 
less appears to seek validation 
every night. He always has been 
volatile, sometimes getting into 
disagreements with players, offi¬ 
cials, fans and the media. He led 
the league with 16 technical fouls 
this season and even drew a one- 
game suspension this season for 
accumulating too many. 

Like the Blazers, the Thunder 
haven’t made it out of the first 
round for the past two seasons 
— ever since Kevin Durant went 
to Golden State. 

“I think it’s just two really com¬ 
petitive guys. You know, prob¬ 
ably, both guys individually have 
worked hard. Both guys want 
to win. Both guys are leaders of 
their team,” Oklahoma City coach 
Billy Donovan said about Lillard 


and Westbrook. “Both guys take 
their job very, very seriously, so 
I think it probably speaks to the 
competitive nature of both of 
them.” 

Beverley is another one of 
those players always playing like 
he belongs. 

Known as a pesky defender, 
he’s been tireless in his pursuit 
of Durant during the first-round 
series between the Clippers and 
Warriors. Both were ejected 
when their battle got too heated 
in Game 1. 

Beverley has been the fly that 
Durant hasn’t been able to shoo 
away. 

The Clippers point guard is a 
major reason why the series was 
tied 1-1 heading into Thursday’s 
game in Los Angeles. 

“I don’t try to get in people’s 
head, man,” Beverley said. “I 
can’t help people get irritated by 


me. It’s not my fault. I go out there 
and I try to be the best defender 
on the (expletive) planet, consis¬ 
tently — day in and out.” 

Beverley is nothing if not tena¬ 
cious. When his career at Arkan¬ 
sas was cut short by academic 
issues, he went overseas to play 
for several years before landing 
with the Rockets in 2013. He’s 
since solidified his league-wide 
reputation as a vexing defender. 

Perhaps it was Durant who 
summed up Beverley the best. 

“He’s a Chicago kid, grew up 
and played in the Chicago area, 
so those dudes play with a differ¬ 
ent type of grit, so I can appreci¬ 
ate that about Pat,” Durant said. 
“You know what he’s going to 
bring to the table, just physical- 
ity, the mucking up the game a 
little bit with his physicality, his 
talking, everything. ... That’s his 
identity.” 
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Gene J. Puskar/AP 


The New York Islanders’ Jordan Eberle puts a shot past Penguins goaltender Matt Murray for a first- 
period goal during Game 4 of their first-round playoff series Tuesday in Pittsburgh. Eberle scored in 
every game of the Islanders’ four-game sweep. He also had two assists for six points in the series. 


Isles' confidence grows 
from small expectations 


By Will Graves 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH 

T he expectations were 
modest at first. The New 
York Islanders simply 
wanted to be better than 
the team that allowed the most 
goals in the NHL in 2017-18. 
Tougher to play against. Smarter 
on both ends of the ice. 

Momentum built slowly. A mid¬ 
season surge under new head 
coach Barry Trotz gave them con¬ 
fidence. The goaltending of Robin 
Lehner and Thomas Greiss, too. 
Still, even a surprising second- 
place finish in the Metropoli¬ 
tan Division and the franchise’s 
best regular season in 35 years 
couldn’t stop the Islanders from 
being underdogs heading into 
their first-round series against 
Sidney Crosby and the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

So much for that. 

Over the course of four games, 
the Islanders put on a defensive 
clinic that left one of the league’s 
marquee teams searching for an¬ 
swers and left little doubt their 
turnaround under Trotz is very 
real. New York finished off a 
sweep with a poised 3-1 win in 
Game 4 that propelled it to the 
Eastern Conference semifinals 
for just the second time since 
1993. 

The Islanders held Pittsburgh 
to just six goals, trailed for less 
than five minutes the entire se¬ 
ries and didn’t buckle late in the 


Did you know 


Until this 
season, the New 
York Islanders f 

had advanced ^ 

past the first round 
of the playoffs only 
once since 1993. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 

clincher despite losing defense- 
man Johnny Boychuck and for¬ 
ward Cal Clutterbuck to injuries in 
the second period. When the final 
horn sounded, New York found 
itself shaking hands and moving 
on after needing a little over 12 
periods to bring Pittsburgh’s 13th 
straight playoff appearance to an 
abrupt and decisive halt. 

“Obviously no one predicted 
this,” Islanders forward Anders 
Lee said. “The guys in the room, 
we set out from day one to get bet¬ 
ter each day, to grow throughout 
the season and then when this 
time came here we were prepared 
as best as we could to be ready for 
this playoff hockey. I think we’ve 
proven that a little bit.” 

Or maybe more than a little 
bit. The Penguins — who know a 
thing or two about what it takes to 
thrive this time of year — didn’t 
exactly make excuses after get¬ 
ting swept in the first round for 


just the second time in franchise 
history. The Islanders were faster, 
more determined and more dis¬ 
ciplined from the opening puck 
drop of Game 1 right on through. 

“We didn’t execute well and 
made a few more mistakes than 
they did,” said Crosby, whose 
assist on Jake Guentzel’s goal 
served as the captain’s lone point 
of the series. 

It’s the Islanders’ way, one that 
carried them into a second-round 
matchup against either Wash¬ 
ington or Carolina. Trotz is well 
aware of a chance he could find 
himself facing the team he led to 
the Stanley Cup a year ago. Yeah, 
it might be a little weird. There 
are worse problems to have. 

“That’s a special group that will 
always be a part of me,” Trotz 
said. “But if we end up playing 
them, they’re the opposition.” 

Whoever faces the Islanders 
will have to find a way to success¬ 
fully navigate a defensive sys¬ 
tem that forces opponents to go 
through wave after wave of play¬ 
ers in search of open space. The 
Penguins rarely found any while 
scoring just six times in four 
games and when they did, Lehner 
was almost always in perfect po¬ 
sition. He stopped 135 of the 141 
shots he faced and is getting a 
little tired of the notion what the 
Islanders are doing is a surprise. 

“We have a good team,” Lehner 
said. “We’ve been overlooked a 
little bit, but we have a lot of high- 
end skill on this team and we 
showed that this series.” 


Jackets chose nice 
time for franchise’s 
first series victory 


By Mitch Stacy 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The Co¬ 
lumbus Blue Jackets were cling¬ 
ing to a 4-3 lead and the Tampa 
Bay Lightning’s high-scoring 
stars were swarming around Ser¬ 
gei Bobrovsky as the clock ticked 
down in what would be a history¬ 
making playoff game. 

The Blue Jackets’ goaltender 
stood tall, as he had the entire 
playoff series, turning away dan¬ 
gerous shots by Erik Cernak and 
Cedric Paquette in the last five 
minutes. The Lightning pulled 
their goalie late, and the Blue 
Jackets opened the scoring spigot 
on the way to a 7-3 win and shock¬ 
ing four-game sweep of the NHL’s 
best team. 

“It’s so much fun to play in this 
kind of atmosphere,” said Bo¬ 
brovsky after the Blue Jackets 
won in front of a raucous home 
crowd that had been waiting 18 
years for the team to win a playoff 
series. “You feel the energy, you 
feel that atmosphere, you know? 
It’s great. It gives you more en¬ 
ergy when you win.” 

Not only did Columbus win a 
playoff series for the first time in 
five tries, it did so in dominating 
fashion. The Blue Jackets ousted 
a team that had put together one 
of the most prolific scoring line¬ 
ups ever, a team whose 62 regu¬ 
lar-season wins tied for the most 
in NHL history. 

As the seconds ticked off what 
had turned into a rout because 
of empty-net goals, the Nation¬ 


wide Arena crowd that had been 
standing for the entire third pe¬ 
riod roared even louder, and the 
players celebrated wildly, spill¬ 
ing from the bench onto the ice. 
Winger Cam Atkinson even got a 
cut on his chin during the joyous 
melee. 

“What an experience in that se¬ 
ries,” said center Matt Duchene, 
who was acquired at the trade 
deadline along with winger Ryan 
Dzingel from Ottawa for the play¬ 
off push. “I have never played in 
front of a crowd like that. Insane. 
It’s pretty special what we just 
did. We’re going to enjoy it, but 
we’ve got to carry this momen¬ 
tum forward now.” 

Columbus, which didn’t secure 
an Eastern Conference playoff 
spot until the 81st game, advances 
to play the winner of the Boston- 
Toronto series, which is tied 2-2. 

Twelve Blue Jackets scored in 
the series, but Bobrovsky, who 
had struggled in three previous 
playoff series with Columbus, 
was the star. 

The Lightning were the high¬ 
est-scoring team in the league by 
20 goals this year and finished 
with 30 more than the Blue Jack¬ 
ets, who as the eighth seed were 
given little chance of winning the 
opening round. 

“In the end, we just couldn’t 
find our game,” Tampa Bay coach 
Jon Cooper said. “That was it. It 
had been with us all year, and for 
six days in April we couldn’t find 
it. And it’s unfortunate because it 
puts a bluntness on what was one 
hell of a regular season.” 



Jay LaPrete/AP 


The Blue Jackets goalie Sergei Bobrovsky, left, makes a save as 
teammate Seth Jones, right, and the the Lightning’s Anthony Cirelli 
fight for position during Game 4 of their first-round playoff series. 
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Scoreboard 


First round 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Columbus 4, Tampa Bay 0 

Columbus 4, Tampa Bay 3 
Columbus 5, Tampa Bay 1 
Columbus 3, Tampa Bay 1 
Columbus 7, Tampa Bay 3 
Toronto 2, Boston 2 
Toronto 4, Boston 1 
Boston 4, Toronto 1, 

Toronto 3, Boston 2 
Wednesday: Boston 6, Toronto 4 
Friday: at Boston 

AFN-Sports2, 1 a.m. Saturday CET; 8 
a.m. Saturday JKT 
Sunday: at Toronto 
x-Tuesday, April 23: at Boston 
Washington 2, Carolina 1 
Washington 4, Carolina 2 
Washington 4, Carolina 3, OT 
Carolina 5, Washington 0 
Thursday: at Carolina 
Saturday: at Washington 
x-Monday, April 22: at Carolina 
x-Wednesday, April 24: at Washington 
New York Islanders 4, Pittsburgh 0 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Pittsburgh 3, OT 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Pittsburgh 1 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Pittsburgh 1 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Pittsburgh 1 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Nashville 2, Dallas 2 
Dallas 3, Nashville 2 
Nashville 2, Dallas 1, OT 
Nashville 3, Dallas 2 
Wednesday: Dallas 5, Nashville 1 
Saturday: at Nashville 
Monday, April 22: at Dallas 
x-Wednesday, April 24: at Nashville 
St. Louis 2, Winnipeg 2 
St. Louis 2, Winnipeg 1 
St. Louis 4, Winnipeg 3 
Winnipeg 6, St. Louis 3 
Winnipeg 2, St. Louis 1, OT 
Thursday: at Winnipeg 
Saturday: at St. Louis 
x-Monday: at Winnipeg 

Colorado 3, Calgary 1 
Calgary 4, Colorado 0 
Colorado 3, Calgary 2, OT 
Colorado 6, Calgary 2 
Wednesday: Colorado 3, Calgary 2, OT 
Friday: at Calgary 

AFN-Sports2, 4 a.m. Saturday CET; 11 
a.m. Saturday JKT 

x-Sunday: at Colorado 
x-Tuesday, April 23: at Calgary 
Vegas 3, San Jose 1 
San Jose 5, Vegas 2 
Vegas 5, San Jose 3 
Vegas 6, San Jose 3 
Vegas 5, San Jose 0 
Thursday: at San Jose 
x-Sunday: at Vegas 
■ \prif23: at Si 


x-Tuesday, April 


it San Jose 


Wednesday 

Bruins 6, Maple Leafs 4 

Boston 2 2 2—6 

Toronto 1 1 2—4 

First Period —1, Boston, McAvoy 1 
(Coyle, Grzelcyk), 3:03 (pp). 2, Boston, 
Marchand 2 (McAvoy, Heinen), 6:38.3, To¬ 
ronto, Hyman 1 (Tavares, Rielly), 17:55. 

Second Period—4, Toronto, Matthews 
2 (Hainsey, Johnsson), 1:07. 5, Boston, 
Pastrnak 1 (Marchand, Bergeron), 3:16. 
6, Boston, Pastrnak 2 (Marchand), 4:51 
(PP)- 

Third Period—7, Boston, Chara 1, 5:39. 
8, Toronto, Matthews 3 (Marner, Rielly), 
11:52 (pp). 9, Toronto, Dermott 1 (Brown, 
Gardiner), 13:27.10, Boston, Nordstrom 1 
(Krejci), 19:58. 

Shots on Goal—Boston 14-8-9—31. To¬ 
ronto 12-14-16-42. 

Power-play opportunities—Boston 2 
of 2; Toronto 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Boston, Rask 2-2 (42 shots-38 
saves). Toronto, Andersen 2-2 (30-25). 

A-19,638 (18,819). T-2:26. 

Stars 5, Predators 1 

Nashville 0 0 1-1 

Dallas 4 1 0-5 

First Period —1, Dallas, Hintz 1 (Seguin, 
Klingberg), 3:42 (pp). 2, Dallas, Radulov 
2 (Lindell, Dowling), 4:58 (pp). 3, Dallas, 
Cogliano 1 (Comeau, Lindell), 8:24. 4, 
Dallas, Zuccarello 3 (Klingberg, Spezza), 
13:45 (pp). 

Second Period—5, Dallas, Hintz 2 
(Klingberg), 10:09. 

Third Period—6 , Nashville, Josi 2 (Jo¬ 
hansen, Ellis), 8:11. 

Shots on Goal—Nashville 10-10-15-35. 
Dallas 11-8-10-29. 

Power-play opportunities—Nashville 
Oof 2; Dallas 3 of 6. 

Goalies—Nashville, Rinne 2-2 (8 shots- 
4 saves), Saros 0-0 (21-20). Dallas, Bishop 
2-2 (35-34). 

A-18,532 (18,532). T-2:39. 

Avalanche 3, Flames 2 (0T) 

Calgary 0 11 0-2 

Colorado 0 0 2 1—3 

Second Period—1, Calgary, Lindholm 1 
(Giordano), 3:25 (pp). 

Third Period—2, Calgary, Ryan 1 (Tka- 
chuk, Valimaki), 6:58. 3, Colorado, Com- 
pher 2 (Calvert, Nieto), 8:10. 4, Colorado, 
Rantanen 2 (Barrie, MacKinnon), 17:10 
(PP)- 

Overtime—5, Colorado, Rantanen 3 
(Landeskog, Soderberg), 10:23. 

Shots on Goal—Calgary 13-12-7-5—37. 
Colorado 15-17-14-6-52. 

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 1 
of 3; Colorado 1 of 4. 

Goalies— 

49 saves). ( 

35). 

A-18,102 (18,007). T-3:6. 


Avs push Flames to the brink 



David Zalubowski/AP 


Avalanche right wing Mikko Rantanen scores past Calgary Flames goaltender Mike Smith to tie the 
score in the third period of Game 4 of their playoff series Wednesday in Denver. Rantanen scored again 
in overtime to lift the Avalanche to a 3-2 victory and give them a 3-1 lead in the best-of-seven series. 


Colorado wins 
in OT to forge 
3-1 series lead 

By Pat Graham 

Associated Press 

DENVER—In the clear, Mikko 
Rantanen angled his stick back as 
he waited for the cross-ice pass to 
arrive. Once it did, he dropped to 
his left knee to give a little extra. 

His aim was true and his arms 
shot up before being mobbed by 
teammates along the boards. 

Rantanen scored on a slap 
shot 10:23 into overtime after 
tying the game with a goal late in 
regulation and the Colorado Ava¬ 
lanche rallied for a 3-2 win over 
the Calgary Flames on Wednes¬ 
day night to take a 3-1 lead in the 
first-round series. 

Moments after weathering a 
penalty, captain Gabriel Lan¬ 
deskog started the rush down the 
ice and sent a pass over to Carl 
Soderberg. From there, Soder¬ 
berg slid the puck over to a wide- 
open Rantanen, who lined a shot 
past Mike Smith. 

“Carl made an unreal pass so 
just tried to get it to the net and 
it went in,” said Rantanen, who 
missed the final eight games of 
the regular season as he dealt 
with an upper-body injury. “Great 
team effort.” 

Colorado trailed 2-0 in the third 
period, when J.T. Compher start¬ 
ed the comeback on a goal off a 
rebound and Rantanen tied it on a 


power-play goal with 2:50 left. 

Elias Lindholm and Derek 
Ryan had goals for the Flames, 
the top seed in the West. They 
face a must-win scenario when 
the series returns to Calgary for 
Game 5 on Friday. The Flames 
are trying to avoid a similar fate 
as Tampa Bay, the No. 1 seed in 
the East which lost to Columbus 
in the first round. 


“It’s disappointing anytime you 
lose,” Calgary coach Bill Peters 
said. “We’ve got to go home and 
play our best game in Game 5. 
That’s what we have to do.” 

Philipp Grubauer stopped 35 
shots, but none bigger than one he 
stopped in OT. Sprawled on the ice 
and facing Mikael Backlund with 
the puck on his stick down low, 
Grubauer waited a split second. 


Then he slightly raised his left 
pad just as Backlund shot it. The 
puck hit the middle of Grubauer’s 
pad. 

“He made a good read,” Back¬ 
lund said. “Good save.” 

Grubauer had another term for 
it. 

“Desperation save,” he said. 
“It was not the best, but we got it 
done.” 


Roundup 


Bruins hold off Maple Leafs to tie series 


Associated Press 

TORONTO — David Pastrnak scored twice 
in quick succession, Brad Marchand had a goal 
and two assists and the Boston Bruins held off 
the Toronto Maple Leafs 6-4 on Wednesday 
night to tie the first-round series 2-2. 

Charlie McAvoy had a goal and an assist, 
Zdeno Chara and Joakim Nordstrom also 
scored and Tuukka Rask made 38 saves. Aus- 
ton Matthews scored twice for Toronto. Zach 
Hyman and Travis Dermott also scored and 
Frederik Andersen stopped 25 shots. 

Game 5 is Friday night in Boston. 

After the Maple Leafs overcame a 2-0 def¬ 
icit to tie it early in the second period, Pas¬ 
trnak put Boston back in front at 3:16 when 
he redirected a pass from Marchand on a 2- 
on-1. The Bruins then got a power play when 
Matthews went off for roughing, and March¬ 
and whipped a backhand pass to a wide-open 
Pastrnak, who snapped the puck short-side on 
Andersen for his second goal in 1:35. 

Chara made it 5-2 at 5:39 of the third. At 42 
years, 30 days, the Boston captain became the 
second-oldest defenseman in NHL history to 
score a playoff goal. Chris Chelios holds the 
record at 45 years, 86 days. 

Matthews scored on the power play with 
8:08 left, and Dermott made it 5-4 through 
traffic with 6:33 remaining. Nordstrom scored 
into an empty net with two seconds to go. 



Nathan Denette, The Canadian Press/AP 


Boston Bruins defenseman Zdeno Chara 
celebrates after scoring on Maple Leafs 
goaltender Frederik Andersen during the 
third period of Game 4 of their first-round 
playoff series Wednesday in Toronto. 


Stars 5, Predators 1: Roope Hintz and Al¬ 
exander Radulov scored power-play goals on 
their team’s first two shots, and host Dallas 
chased Nashville goalie Pekka Rinne with an 
early four-goal onslaught to even their best- 
of-seven series at two games each. 

Hintz added his second career playoff goal 
in the second period, on John Klingberg’s 
third assist of the game. 

Ben Bishop stopped 34 shots. Bishop allowed 
a couple of soft goals in Game 3 in his home 
playoff debut with Dallas, when the Predators 
won their second consecutive game after the 
Stars won the series opener in Nashville. 

Game 5 is Saturday in Nashville. 

The Stars were l-for-13 on the power play 
in the first three games of the Western Con¬ 
ference playoff series, but went 3-for-4 in the 
first period of Game 4. It was the first time 
they scored three power-play goals in one pe¬ 
riod of a playoff game since moving to Dallas 
before the 1993-94 season. 

Andrew Cogliano and Mats Zuccarello also 
scored as part of the Stars’ four goals in eight 
shots against Rinne, before he was replaced 
by Juuse Saros less than 14 minutes into the 
game. Rinne, who started his 87th consecu¬ 
tive playoff game for Nashville, had stopped 
40 of 42 shots in Game 3. 

It was the third goal of the series for 
Zuccarello. 
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Lillard, Beverley, Westbrook 
playing with extra postseason edge 
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By Anne M. Peterson 

Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. 
amian Lillard stared in- 
tently well after his deep, 
H buzzer-beating three fell 

■ V to close out Portland’s 

M W third quarter against the 

■ M Thunder. The look on his 

W face was one of determi- 

nation, focus and, yes, 
even a little bravado. 

It was as if Lillard was making a 
statement. It’s not new for the Portland 
guard. 

Lillard, the Thunder’s Russell West¬ 
brook and Patrick Beverley all 
play with an edge and have 
provided some of the most 
entertaining moments of 
the postseason so far. 

With Lillard and West¬ 
brook squaring off in the 
Portland-Oklahoma City 
series, they almost feed 
off each other’s energy. 
Lillard finished with 29 
points — including the 
stone-cold three — on 
Tuesday night and the 
Trail Blazers took a 2-0 
lead against the Thun¬ 
der with a 114-94 vic¬ 
tory. The series shifts 
to Oklahoma City for 
Friday’s Game 3. 

SEE EDGE 
ON PAGE 61 
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Monken looking to maintain Army excellence 


» Page 59 


Pictured, from left: 
The Clippers’ 
Patrick Beverley; 
the Trail Blazers’ 
Damian Lillard; 
and the Thunder’s 
Russell Westbrook. 

AP photos 















